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BONE OF CONTENTION: CHINA TRADE SURPLUS OF $1 TRILLION

CLSA goes ‘overweight’ on India, reverses

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

call on China after Trumpreturnto power

Valuation in India is now a ‘little more palatable’ after sharp Fll outflow: Agency

HITESHVYAS,

GEORGE MATHEW

& RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,NOV 15

INJUST over a week since Donald
Trump won the US Presidency,
Hong Kong-based brokerage firm
CLSAraised its India allocation to
a 20 per cent overweight, while
cutting exposure to China. This is
seen asa tactical reversal fromits
early October update when it
went ‘overweight’ on China fol-

Shinde: Will continue
schemes for the poor,
but won’t compete

in handing out cash

VALLABH OZARKAR
& SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI NOVEMBER 15

COUNTING ON the success of the
Ladki Bahin Yojana and other
welfare schemes to return the
Mahayuti to power, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
said Friday that while his govern-
ment rolled out with the
schemes to help the poor and
needy which he will continue to
do, he will not get into any com-
petition on welfare schemes, and

EKNATH SHINDE
MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER

“See, the government cannot
be run by only distributing

that the government i money. We will not get
cannotberunbyonly — {@%®—— into any competition on
distributing money. this. But helping the poor

“Hum chaadar dekh and bringing them into
kar pair failane wale the mainstream s the job
hain... we only say of the governmentand it
what can be done is our task to bring them
within limits,” Shinde DE2%§I4(_)N out of poverty and we
told The Indian Express | /== o0y | willcontinuetodothat,”
in an interview as the he said.

state braces for the Assembly
elections on November 20.

With BJP leaders raising
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

11 FROM JHARKHAND ARRESTED

Two in terror module
were beneficiaries of
PM-Kisan, planned to
gather funds: Police

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER15

OVER TWO months after it ar-
rested 11 people and claimed to
have busted an “Al-Qaeda-in-
spired terror module”, the Delhi
Police has informed a city court
that the “accused persons
planned to accumulate funds for
jihad through PM-Kisan”
scheme or the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi.

A probe conducted by the
Special Cell of Delhi Police
claimed that two of the arrested
persons were beneficiaries of
PM-Kisan and had given money
for purchase of arms for terror
activities.

Itislearnt that police are look-

ing for the persons who allegedly
filled the form for the scheme at
the behest of the accused.
According to police, the ar-
rests were made on August 22
based on inputs received by
Central agencies that a highly
radicalised Jharkhand-based
group and sympathisers in Delhi
were planning a terror attack.
“After their arrest, they were
questioned by Delhi Police and
the Central agencies. Later, they
were sent to judicial custody in
Tihar Jail. But on coming across
fresh evidence, police obtained
six-day custody of eight accused
earlier this week,” an officer said.
Inan order issued November
12, Additional Sessions Judge Dr
Hardeep Kaur at the Patiala
House Courts said, “An
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

lowing Beijing’s first stimulus on
September 24. China’s second
tranche of a $1.4 trillion package
came on November 8 and yet an-
other likely in January 2025.

Turning ‘overweight’ in India
suggests a brokerage house allo-
cating higher resources to Indian
equity compared to the weight
India has in a benchmark index,
say MSCIL.

The reversal is also attributed
toanescalation of a trade war be-
tween US and China with Trump
proposing up to 60 per cent tariff

on Chinese imports into the US
during his Presidential campaign
and an underwhelming stimulus
package by Beijing.

Trump’s victory has made the
brokerage reverse its October call,
with China now an ‘equal weight’,
and India turning ‘overweight’.
This incidentally comes when
India has recorded steady net for-
eigninvestor selling of a cumula-
tive $14.2 billion since early
October (almost fully unwinding
the $16.6 billion of net purchases
from June through September).

While highlighting that valu-
ationsinIndia continue to be “ex-
pensive”, CLSA underlined that
India appears as among the least
exposed of regional markets to
Trump’s adverse trade policy.
Indian government officials are of
the view that Trump as President
would not be as detrimental on
India’s export basket as those of
other countries, especially China.

In a note titled “Pouncing
Tiger, prevaricating Dragon”,
CLSA said that misfortune can

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

RECORDS TUMBLE AT JO'BURG

Sanju Samson (109 off 56 balls) and Tilak Varma (120 off 47) recorded the first 200-plus partnership for India in T20Is against
South Africa in Johannesburg on Friday. India posted 283/1, their second highest total in T20Is. India’s 23 sixes were also the
most by a team in a T20I involving Full Member sides. AP

Why bet
® onlindia

EXPLAINED

THE PROSPECTS of an esca-
lating trade war between
the US and China, with
Trump proposing to im-
pose up to 60 per cent tariff
on Chinese imports,and a
lower than expected stimu-
lus by Beijing has prompted
the global brokerage firm to
bet on India now.
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RECENT TREND IN APEX COURT

In verdicts with dissent, SC judges refer to
and rebut each other — via their opinions

From flagging criticism of Krishna Iyer to no ‘meeting of minds’ on AMU

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

IN THE landmark ruling deliv-
ered by the Supreme Court on
November 5 that not all private
property can be considered
community resource, a dissent-

ing opinion and a concurrent
opinion deeply contested a sen-
tence in the majority verdict au-
thored by former Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud.

In her opinion, Justice BV
Nagarathna flagged a comment
from the majority verdict: “The
Krishnalyer doctrine does a dis-

service to the broad and flexible
spirit of the Constitution.”

In at least seven instances,
Justice Nagarathna took excep-
tion to “branding the judges of
this Court of the yesteryears as
doing a disservice to the
Constitution”. Justice Sudhanshu
Dhulia, too, who wrote a dissent,

Data on tourist footfall Chinese,
hidden agenda, says Goa minister

PAVNEET SINGH CHADHA
PANAJI,NOVEMBER 15

DAYS AFTER his department filed
a police complaint against an en-
trepreneur, whose post critical of
Goahad unleashed a flurry of so-
cial media responses, the state’s
Tourism Minister Rohan Khaunte
has told The Indian Express that a
“hidden agenda” and “ulterior

Khaunte:
Plan to
create false
propaganda
against state

motives” may have been at play
to malign the image of the state.

During an interview, when
asked about social media posts

about “negative experiences” of
tourists, Khaunte said, “Goa has
always been a preferred tourist
destination but every year we
have somebody, some influ-
encer, who looks at it in a differ-
ent way. Last year, some people
tried to defame Goa but it did not
work. We have placed figures (of
tourist footfalls) in the Assembly
and maybe even in Parliament.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

criticised the use of the phrase
“Krishnalyer doctrine” calling it
“harsh, and could have been
avoided.”

While the sentence in ques-
tion does not find mention in
Justice Chandrachud’s final opin-
ion, presumably removed after

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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LANKA PRESIDENT S
LEFT COALITION WINS
2/3RD MAJORITY

ROBERT F KENNEDY
JRIS TRUMP PICK FOR
HEALTH SECRETARY
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Pak drops PoK from
Champions Trophy
tour after Indian
board files protest

PCB itinerary unacceptable, Jay Shah
told ICC; tour now only in host cities

DEVENDRA PANDEY &
SANDEEP DWIVEDI
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI,
NOVEI\/IBER]S

THE PAKISTAN Cricket Board
(PCB) is learnt to have agreed to
restrict the tour of the Champions
Trophy to the three host cities of
Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi
after the Board of Control for
CricketinIndia (BCCI)filed an ob-
jection with the International
Cricket Council (ICC) over the PCB
move to include Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) in the tour
itinerary.

On Thursday, the PCB, in a
post on X, said: “Get ready,
Pakistan! The ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 trophy tour kicks off
in [slamabad on 16 November,
also visiting scenic travel desti-
nations like Skardu, Murree,
Hunza and Muzaffarabad. Catch
a glimpse of the trophy which
Sarfaraz Ahmed lifted in 2017 at
The Oval, from 16-24 November.”

Following this, BCCI secretary

Trophy tour will kick off on
November 16: PCB

Jay Shah lodged a protest with
the ICC.

“PCBis already in discussions
with the ICC on how to proceed
with the trophy tour to ensure
the Champions Trophy is contin-
ued to be promoted in Pakistan,”
a PCB source told The Indian
Express. “The ICC Champions

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bodies of woman & two
kids found in Manipur
river, officials say likely
from missing family

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 15

THE BODIES of a woman and
two children, believed to be
three among six missing since
Monday from Manipur’s Jiribam,
were found floating on the Jiri
river Friday evening.

The bodies have been taken
to the Silchar Medical College
and Hospital for post-mortem,
Assam Police confirmed.
According to sources, after the
discovery of the bodies, an emer-
gency meeting of the Manipur
Cabinet was convened in Imphal
Friday night.

Six from the same family —
three women and three children
including a baby — had been
missing from Jiribam’s Borobekra
after violence in the area. The
Meitei family had beenlivingina

relief camp set up at the
Borobekra police station after vi-
olence gripped the area in June.

According to security offi-
cials, family members are yet to
identify the bodies but the de-
scriptions match three of those
missing.

According to an official, there
was an input that the bodies
were seen floating on the river,
following which Assam Rifles
personnel retrieved them from
Jirimukh, where the Jiri river
meets the Barak river.

The six missing were a
woman, her two daughters and
three grandchildren. They were
identified as Yurembam Rani
Devi(60), Telem Thoibi Devi(31),
Laishram Heitonbi Devi (25),
Thanajambi Devi (8),
Chingkheinganba Singh (2) and
Langamba Singh (8 months).

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Grief, anger in Gujarat village after ‘unnecessary angioplasty’ claims 2 lives

PAGE 1
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BRENDAN DABHI
BORISANA (MEHSANA),NOV 15

AT BORISANA village in Gujarat’s
Mehsana, the grief is palpable.
The village, 35 kilometres from
Ahmedabad, is slowly coming to
terms with the loss of two resi-
dents — Mahesh Girdhar Barot
(52)and Nagar Moti Senma(75)
— allegedly to unnecessary an-
gioplasty surgeries done with-
out their consent. Both were
beneficiaries of Ayushman

Bharat PMJAY.

Since then, Dr Prashant
Vazirani, a visiting cardiologist
who allegedly conducted the
procedures following a health
camp set up by Khyati
Multispeciality Hospital, has
been arrested. Four directors of
the hospital have also been
named in three FIRs.

At the village, some homes
are still waiting for their loved
ones, who too underwent such
procedures but survived, to re-
turn from follow-up treatment.

According to Barot’s family,
the 52-year-old man was so fit
that he would cycle 10 kilome-
tres to work every day. His

nephew Sunny shows a video of
Barot dancing to aRamdhun be-
ing played at the local temple,
just a week before his death.
Mahesh, his family says, was
the youngest of six siblings —
and the first to die. Jairam, his
elder brother, claimed he had no
comorbidities, and it was the sin-
gle biggest mistake of his life to
let Mahesh climb into a bus
arranged by the hospital to take
residents to the health camp.
Before the day ended, Mahesh, a
bachelor and the primary bread-
winner of his family, which in-
cluded two widowed sisters and
their children, was dead, “with
the ventilator still pumping be-

Banner of the Khyati Hospital medical camp still hanging at
the Mahadev temple in Borisana village. Brendan Dabhi

epaper.indianexprea.ﬂpm.. .

side him”, his family said.

It was on Sunday that the
hospital conducted a free health
camp in the nondescript village,
where even the signboard is
washed out and illegible. Held at
the Mahadev temple premises,
it was attended by more than 80
residents, mostly farm labourers
or workers in plastic factories.

The next day, a bus from the
hospital picked up 19 villagers,
who consented for amore com-
prehensive check-up, and
brought them to Ahmedabad.
According to the FIR filed by the
state government, the hospital
allegedly conducted angiogra-
phies on all of them, then angio-

plasties on seven. The FIR states
that these procedures were un-
necessary and without informed
consent, and the hospital did not
provide adequate postoperative
care, leading to the death of the
two men.

Outside Nagar Senma’s
home, his elder son Bharat sits
with head shaved, next to a gar-
landed photograph of his father.
The family is so poor that even as
the period of mourning contin-
ues, the other son, Praveen, has
gone back to work on a farm.

Bacchu Govaji Barot, a 77-
year-old who also underwent
the procedure and now has a
stent in his artery, told The Indian

Express that “the hospital offi-
cials took our thumb impres-
sions on a letterhead after they
had already started the opera-
tion”. “Afterwards, they putusin
a ward where nobody came to
even look at us,” he claimed.

He claimed that before his
death, Senma “started vomiting
and convulsing”, and while “the
staff came and tried to revive
him, he was dead not long after”.

“l also saw Mahesh... I called
my daughter from the hospital
and told her to call his brother
Jairam. But by the time Jairam
reached, Mahesh was dead,” he
said.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Bareilly BJP leader,
brother among three
booked for gangrape

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT,NOVEMBER 15

THE FORMER city unit chief of
the BJP’s minority cell in Uttar
Pradesh’s Bareilly, his brother,
and an accomplice were booked
on charges of gangrape on
Thursday after a 30-year-old
woman filed a complaint against
them at the local police station.

Inthe FIR, the woman has ac-
cused Anees Ansari, who had re-
signed from his post after a se-
ries of audio clips of purported
conversations between himand
the complainant went viral, of
sexually exploiting her for more
than two years. She has also al-
leged that he coerced her to di-
vorce her husband by promising
to marry her.

However, Ansari denied all
the allegations, calling them
“baseless”. His son has also been

booked for allegedly destroying
chats and video clips between
Ansari and the woman.

The alleged gangrape took
place on November 10 and the
woman also claimed that the po-
lice did not lodge an FIR, follow-
ing which she lodged a written
complaint with Bareilly Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Anurag Arya. After the SSP di-
rected the jurisdictional police
station tolodge an FIR, a case was
filed against Ansari, his brother
Javed, and accomplice Javed alias
Babloo under Section 70 (gan-
grape) of the BNS. Ansari’s son
was booked under BNS Section
238 (destroying evidence).

Inthe FIR, the woman alleged
that she was gangraped by
Ansari, his brother and one of
their henchmen when she tried
to put pressure on him to marry
her as he had allegedly prom-
ised.

¢ Bodies of woman & 2 kids found

Meitei groups have alleged
that they were abducted by
armed men, allegedly from the
Hmar community, who had at-
tacked the areaMonday morning,

Following the violence at
the relief camp, security forces
had gunned down 10 of the
armed men. Earlier this week,
the bodies of two elderly Meitei
men — also residents of the re-
lief camp — had been found in
the area.

On Thursday, the Centre
reimposed the Disturbed Areas
status under the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in
the jurisdiction of six police sta-
tions in the valley areas includ-
ing Jiribam.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
issued the notification, citing the
“volatile” situation in Manipur
and instances of “active partici-
pation of insurgent groups in
heinous acts of violence”.

e Grief, anger in Gujarat village

Popat Ram Raval, 52, a dia-
betic who also underwent the
procedure, said many of the pa-
tients were confused by medical
terms and the “sophisticated” set-
ting at the hospital. "Tknew some-
thing was wrong, but nobody said
anything. We just couldn't speak
up,” said Raval, who returned on
Friday morning after spending
the night at a local government
hospital for a sudden fever.

The Indian Express also visited

the home of 66-year-old Dinesh
Sadhu who, as of Friday evening,
was in the ICU of a hospital in
Ahmedabad. His wife Bhagwati,
who had insisted on accompa-
nying her husband to the proce-
dure on Monday, said, "I just
forced them to take me along.
They made me sit downstairs in
the reception but at least I was
close to my husband. It was there
that I learnt that two men had
died.”
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‘Bulldozer justice’, the
role of mediation
centres, & SDM slap row

In this episode of 3 Things, we discuss the
SC’s ruling on the practice of ‘bulldozer
justice’ and how CM Yogi popularized it.
We also talk about mediation centers and
the controversy involving an independent
candidate from Rajasthan slapping an SDM

CLSA goes ‘overweight’ on India

happenin threes and it has played
out for Chinese equities over the
past week. The brokerage said it
was sceptical on the endurance of
the China equity melt up and its
initial reaction was to rent rather
than buy the rally.

“Yet we committed a little
more at the start of October by tac-
tically deploying some of our over
exposure to India towards China,
at the time reducing our Indian
overweight to 10 per cent from 20
per centand raising our China allo-
cation to a 5 per cent overweight
from benchmark. We now reverse
thattrade,” CLSA said inits note to
clients. It said though valuationin
Indiaisexpensive,itisnowa“little
more palatable”. The note said that
the recent China's stimulus pack-
age suggests risk management
rather than expansionary policy.

London-based independent
think tank Oxford Economics also
expected the impact of US tariffs
to drag down total exports from
China and other targeted
economies in the medium term.
However, the impact will be con-
centrated in specific sectors, with
significant consequences for af-
fected industries such as automo-
biles and steel.

“Our scenarios suggest that
the shift in the tariff regime might
reduce total Chinese exports in
2023 byjust0.5 per cent, if the tar-
iffs are targeted. Needless to say,
further retaliation and larger sub-
sequent waves of tariffs in re-
sponse could amplify and
broaden these effects, potentially
triggering wider policy shifts such
as a doubling down on industrial
policy in China,” it said.

Last week, China unveiled $14

trillion debt package to boost its
flagging economic growth. CLSA
said that Finance Minister Lan
Fo'an has left the door open into
the new year for further measures
to recapitalise banks, absorb ex-
cess property inventories and
stimulate consumption, but it
lacks confidence that the magni-
tude would be sufficient to war-
rant China’s outperformance.

“Inthelight of recent develop-
ments we no longer have suffi-
cient conviction to maintain an
above benchmark exposure on
Chinese equities heading into
2025,” CLSA said. Trump 2.0 her-
aldsatrade war escalation, which
could likely prove disruptive for
Chinese equity assets and the ren-
minbi, given that China’s eco-
nomic growth has become far
more dependent on exports than
in 2018, it said.

“Initial Trump cabinet ap-
pointees appear consistent in
their China-hawkish credentials,
but the impact of their actions will
not be felt for more than another
two months. The concern with
this approach is that the market
will be essentially directionless if
there is a policy air pocket until
Trump’sintentions are better for-
mulated,” CLSA said in a note.

This comes as China’s overall
annual trade surplus, expected to
soon surpass a record $1 trillion,
groundwork for amore aggressive
US trade war against China dur-
ing Trump’s second term—backed
by a Republican-controlled
Senate—has begun to take shape.
According to a Financial Times re-
port, Robert Lighthizer, a staunch
protectionist and the architect of
Trump's tariff battles, is set for an-

other stint pursuing Trump’s fre-
quently cited trade goals of recip-
rocal market access. Moreover,
other Trump appointees, includ-
ing China hardliner Marco Rubio
as Secretary of State, have sig-
nalled that Trump’s second term
could go further in containing
China compared to his first term.

Thelikelihood of a Trump-led
trade war with China comes at a
time when China’s trade surplus
with theUSin2023 reached $380
billion. The comparable number
barely stood at $70 billion in 2005.
Lighthizer, US trade representa-
tive, under Trump’s first term has
said that US liberal trade policies,
especially towards communist
China, was a mistake. According
to CLSA, India appears as among
theleast exposed of regional mar-
kets toTrump’s adverse trade pol-
icy.

It said MSCI India has cor-
rected by close to 10 per centin US
dollar terms since it top sliced its
exposure in early October, or by 12
per cent since the 27 September
peak.

“Paradoxically, India has
recorded steady net foreign in-
vestor selling of a cumulative
$14.2 billion since early October
(almost fully unwinding the $16.6
billon of net purchases from June
through September), while in-
vestors we have met over the year
have been waiting specifically for
such a buying opportunity to ad-
dress underexposure to what is
arguably the principal scalable
growth opportunity in EM
(emerging markets),” it said.

The brokerage further said
India remains sensitive to energy
prices (86 per centof the country’s

oil consumption is imported, 49
per cent of natural gas and 35 per
cent of its coal needs), and it re-
mains concerned about the po-
tential for risk premium in the oil
price or at worst, a substantive
supply interruption from Iran-
Israel tensions.

The note said that the Reserve
Bank of India has managed to ac-
cumulate a veritable war chest of
FX (forex) reserves (some
US$700bn worth) which it ac-
tively deploys for FX intervention
in defence of the rupee.

On corporate results in India,
CLSA said through earnings mo-
mentum (in Q2 FY25) has soft-
ened, the outlook remains robust.
India is one of the few emerging
markets where a relationship be-
tween corporate earnings growth
and the changesin the pace of eco-
nomicoutput holds true, attribut-
able to the country’s more domes-
tically oriented equity market, it
said. The brokerage highlighted
that a chief risk for the Indian eqg-
uity outlook is the acceleration in
primary issuance which ulti-
mately threatens to swamp the
secondary market with supply.

“Cumulative 12-monthrolling
issuance (IPOs and secondary of-
ferings) reached a record $66 bil-
lionin October, although we need
to control for the increase in over-
all market cap when making his-
torical comparisons,” it said. As a
proportion of market cap, is-
suance has reached 1.5 per cent,
close to the same level at which it
peaked in the last four cycles in
Indianissuance which in turn co-
incided closely with peaksin sec-
ondary market momentum, CLSA
said.

2 in terror module were beneficiaries of PM-Kisan, pooling funds: Police

application has been moved by
the investigation officer seeking
police custody of eight accused for
six days as witness stated some
other persons arealsoinvolvedin
conspiracy, those persons are to
be identified and interrogated.
Witness revealed that accused
persons planned to accumulate
funds for jihad through PM Kisan
Yojna, persons who filled the
formsonaccused person’s behest
are to be identified.”

AbuBakr Sabbag, advocate for
10 of the arrested people, said,
“Without any concrete evidence,
the Delhi Police is framing all the
persons. With the help of this false
narrative, they want to cut out
Muslims from getting benefits of
government policies. Before the
election in Jharkhand, they
wanted to create a false narra-
tive... They did not get a single
witness while making this huge
arms and ammunition recovery,
whichs suspicious.”

Asked about the specific po-
lice allegation related to the PM-
Kisan scheme, Sabbaq said, “They

are yet to file their final
chargesheet. Things will be clear
only after the submission of the fi-
nal chargesheet.”

According to police, during the
raids on August 22, six arrested
persons — identified as Anamul
Ansari (32), Shahbaz Ansari (32),
Altaf Ansari (35), Hasan Ansari
(32), Arshad Khan (26), Umar
Farooq (20) — were found taking
weapon-training from two train-
ers at Sare Kalan Ki Pahadi, Ajmeri
Naka in Rajasthan’s Bhiwadi.

“Two trainers and a person
who was taking training managed
to escape from the spot. Police
have recovered an assault rifle,
one pistol, one revolver, 66 live
cartridges of different bore, one
hand grenade, key remote control
mechanism with battery, one
hand-made carbine, one dummy
INSAS ifle,” a police officer said.

Another raid was conducted
inRanchi fromwhere five persons
—identified as Drishtiyag Ahmad
alias Captain (49), Mohd Rizwan
(40), Moti-Ur-Rehman (40), Mohd
Rahmantulla (30) and Faizan

Ahmad (47) - were arrested.
Police said one handmade SLR,
one handmade carbineandRs 5.1
lakh were recovered from their
possession.

“All 11 accused are from differ-
entvillages in Ranchi. After ques-
tioning and with the help of tech-
nical surveillance, police found
that two of the accused, Hasan
and Anamul, made multiple vis-
its to the Central Jail in
Jamshedpur to meet one Abdul
Rehman Katki after posing as his
relatives,” the officer said. The
probe claimed the module was
headed by Dr Ahmad and all
members were taking weapon
firing training in Bhiwadi.

AS] Hardeep Kaur’s order
noted: “Anamul tried to procure
SIM, but could not, so he must
have approached any other per-
son for SIM procurement, that
persons has to be identified, wit-
ness revealed that Umar bought
firecrackers for preparation of
bomb on the behest of Anamul,
and witness alsorevealed thatac-
cused travelled to Bud Kohkra,

Chatra,BaansJadiand many other
places to gather young persons for
jihad, who are to be identified.”

“Counsel for accused persons
submits that as per the grounds
stated in the application, there is
no need to grant police custody of
the accused to the IO as they can
be interrogated in judicial custody.
He further submitted that he has
already moved an application on
the ground that police have
beaten the accused in police cus-
tody and forcefully signed the
blank papers,” it stated.

“In view of the submissions
made, application stands al-
lowed... Accused Anamul,
Shahbaz,Hasan, Arshad, Umar, Dr
Ishtiyaque, Rizwan and
Rahmantullaare remanded to po-
lice custody and they will be pro-
duced on November 18...
Needless to state, it will be the
duty of thelO to take care of health
and safety of the accused in terms
of Section 56 of BNS...They must
be medically examined during
police custody remand as per the
applicablerules,” the order stated.

¢ SC judges refer to and rebut each other — via their opinions

reflection, it adds to a new trend
of judges engaging deeply with
contrasting views in their rulings.

In the contentious same-sex
marriage ruling in October 2023,
Justice Chandrachud included a
portion in his minority view ti-
tled, “Response to the opinion of
Justice Ravindra Bhat.” Justice
Bhat, too, in response, wrote “to
clear the air or dispel any misun-
derstanding.”

In several instances, Justice
Chandrachud questioned Justice
Bhat’s views.

“Infact, Bhat,]'s reasoning de-
viates from the jurisprudence
that this Court has developed on
the interpretation of Article 15,”
he wrote.

In his opinion, Justice Bhat
wrote: “Chief Justice further
opines that the right to marriage
is not fundamental. However, it
is these very tangible and intan-
gible benefits, the denial of

which, according to the learned
Chief Justice must inform the
reading of a constitutional right
to an abiding cohabitational
union. In other words, the bene-
fits of marriage, however funda-
mental to a fulfilling life do not
make marriage itself a funda-
mental right, but they render the
right to an abiding cohabitational
union fundamental. I find it dif-
ficult to reconcile these.”

In the Indian Supreme Court,
unlike the Supreme Court of the
United States, judges usually
have avoided engaging with each
other’s point of view but only pen
their own separate opinions.

In other Constitution bench
opinions authored by Justice
Nagarathna, including dissenting
opinions, the judge has pre-
sented her views contrasting
against the majority views in a
“tabular form, for easy reference.”

Her seminal dissentin the de-
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monetisation case in January
2023 has this imprint: “Question,
as reframed by His Lordship; His
Lordship’s views and My views.”

Attempts to persuade other
judges on the bench before writ-
ing the judgment are also not
very common. For example, the
US Supreme Court has a Justices'
Conference after oral arguments
are concluded while in India, this
largely depends on the judge
heading the bench.

As former Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud stitched
through a narrow 4:3 majority in
the ruling to determine the mi-
nority character of an educa-
tional institution, Justice
Dipankar Dutta made it known
through his dissenting opinion
that there was no “meeting of
minds” before or after the hear-
ings.

“Here, a Constitution Bench
of 7 (seven) Judges had appar-

ently embarked on a voyage to
interpret Article 30(1) of the
Constitution navigating through
considerable weight of materials
without any physical or virtual
meeting of the members of the
Bench post-reservation of judg-
ment, not to speak of meeting of
minds, either immediately after
hearing was concluded or even 9
(nine) months thereafter (either
collectively or even in small
groups of four-five) to explore
which acceptable direction
should the outcome sail,” Justice
Dutta wrote.

“A common venue for a pur-
poseful and effective dialogue
where members of the bench
could freely express their points
of view, an attempt to share
thoughts and to exchange opin-
ions, a ‘give’ and ‘take’ of ideas, in
true democratic spirit to build up
a consensus -- all these seem to
have taken abackseat,” he added.

UPSC specials

e Pak drops PoK from trophy tour

Trophy tour was planned in con-
sultation and with the approval
of the ICC. The PCB had not uni-
laterally finalised the trophy tour
schedule,” the source said.

A top BCCI official said that
Jay Shah, who is set to take over
as ICC Chairman on December 1,
told the ICC it was unacceptable
that the PCB was planning a tro-
phy tour in PoK.

“BCCl secretary Shah has ob-
jected tothe PCB'sideatohold a
Champions Trophy tour in PoK.
The BCCI has no problem if the
tour is conducted in any other
city of Pakistan or even in a sta-
dium outside PoK or in a mall.
But they cannot hold it in PoK,”
a BCCI official told The Indian
Express on Friday.

No comment was available
from the ICC.

The tournament, last held in
2017,is already in controversy af-

ter the BCCI asked for its games
to be shifted to Dubai because of
security concerns, but the PCB
has not agreed to the demand.

The top eight teams of the
world will take partin nextyear's
50-overs Champions Trophy
that will run from February 19 to
March 9 with Karachi, Lahore
and Rawalpindi as host cities.

The trophy tour is a promo-
tional event before a major ICC
tournament.

With India wanting to play all
their games in Dubali, the tour-
nament could have a hybrid
model like when India played its
games in Sri Lanka when PCB
was the host nation for the Asia
Cup last year.

But the Pakistan government
is learnt to have asked the PCB
not to agree to India's demand of
moving their Champions Trophy
games to Dubai.

e Data on tourist footfall Chinese,
hidden agenda: Goa minister

Now suddenly, a social media
post talks about data from the
‘China Economic Information
Centre’. The minute the word
China comes, some alarm bells
start ringing. So, it looks like a
plan or a hidden agenda to cre-
ate false propaganda about the
state, which has been a preferred
destination of both international
and domestic tourists.”

Asked about his usage of the
term “false propaganda”, he
said, “The false propaganda is
maybe with an ulterior motive.
This definitely induced fear
within the local communities
and led us to act on it since false
data was disseminated on social
media. As an extension of the
false propaganda, we saw social
media handlers post about their
experiences in Goa. We ac-
knowledge there are some is-
sues but every tourism state
faces them.”

Last week, the Goa govern-
ment’s tourism department had
filed a police complaint against
Ramanuj Mukherjee, founder of
anonline legal learning platform,
alleging that he was “dissemi-
nating false data”. Mukherjee
had told The Indian Express that
Goa state authorities appear to
be “misusing law to shut down
criticism”, instead of acting on
complaints raised by the tourists
on social media.

Inasocial media post later, he
tagged Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and wrote, “Even if the
data shared by me was incorrect,
you must realise that the data it-
self did not make the post viral.
This issue went viral because it
led to an eruption of people’s
feelings. Tourists went to Goa
and felt cheated. They spoke
about their grievances.”

On whether the tourism de-
partment’s police complaint was
an overreaction, Khaunte said,
“What do you expect the state to

do? Do we have to be sympa-
thetic to someone who is play-
ing with the country and the
state? Can you imagine some-
body disseminating Chinese
data and Indians are talking
about it? Our data is available in
the public domain. Take that and
discuss with us. However, only
data is not the answer. Post
Covid, we need to talk about
quality over quantity. Tourists to-
day want a more immersive ex-
perience and want to travel to
tranquil places. We are now pro-
moting Goa beyond the
beaches.”

He acknowledged that some
of the grievances expressed by
tourists were legitimate. “For in-
stance, illegal touts have been
there for a long time. We have
run an aggressive campaign over
the past two years to weed them
out and continue to do so.
Second, there is a charge of a ‘taxi
mafia’in Goa.lview it differently.
We have many international
tourists, who visit Goa annually
and have had a rapport with taxi
drivers for decades, and treat
them like an extended family
due to past experiences. Yes,
there are a couple of rotten ap-
ples which spoil the image of
taxi drivers. About the high air-
fares and hotel costs, the govern-
ment cannot curb any rates. The
rates are driven by market forces.
If there is a hotel room being sold
at price ‘X', it is business. It is a
challenge and we acknowledge
it,” he said.

“We have also been talking
to trade bodies, but we cannot
curb rates. We have also taken
up the issue with the Civil
Aviation Ministry and are look-
ing to expand connectivity as we
need to connect to more emerg-
ing markets like the UAE, south-
east Asian countries, Germany
and western Europe,” the min-
ister said.

e Shinde on schemes for the poor

slogans such as ‘batenge toh
katenge’ and ‘ek hain toh safe
hain’, Shinde defended the slo-
gans of his alliance partners and
saidit is being done to avoid
what happened in the Lok Sabha
polls, thatitis important to unite
voters and to enthuse them to
come out and vote.

Unity is important for devel-
opment and to motivate the
cadre. We do not want a repeti-
tionin Vidhan Sabha of what we
experienced during the Lok
Sabha (elections)... We saw less
percentage of voting and so it is
being done to motivate the
Mahayuti cadre though people
are taking it in another way,”
Shinde said.

“Prime Minister Modiji is
saying that we should all be
united. He has not taken the
name of any religion or caste. He
said ‘ek hain toh safe hain’ which
means we all should be united
and contest the polls by bringing

all communities together and in-
crease the voting percentage. We
can increase it by coming to-
gether.”

He criticised the Congress for
indulging in “casteist and com-
munal politics by creating a di-
vide” between people and for
“creating a fake narrative of
changing the Constitution and
removing reservation”.

Taking on the Shiv Sena led
by Uddhav Thackaray — the two
factions are contesting against
each other in 49 constituencies
across the state — Shinde said
that while he defeated them in
the Lok Sabha elections with a
better strike rate, it will get even
better this election. “Iss chunav
mein ab doodh ka doodh aur
paani ka paani ho jayega as peo-
ple are going to vote for those
who work and not for those who
sit at home. People need devel-
opment and welfare schemes,”
he said.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2024

THE CITY

Sudden spurt of illegal
unnngrants before polls,
exercise caution: L-G

to Chief Secy, top cop

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

FLAGGING A “sudden” spurt in
their numbers in the Capital,
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) VK
Saxena on Friday asked the au-
thorities concerned, including
the police, to keep an eye on “il-
legal immigrants in Delhi”.

Saxena's directions, which
come in the run-up to the Delhi
Assembly elections set to be held
early next year, flagged alleged
efforts being made to prepare
identification documents such
as Aadhaar and voter identity
cards,among others, for suchin-
dividuals “on the basis of fake
documents and adopting ma-
nipulative process”.

“Hon'ble Lt Governor's atten-
tion has been drawn to reports
on social media and other reli-
able sources that there is a sud-
den spurt in the number illegal
immigrants in Delhi. There is
also rise in encroachment by
such people on public road, foot-
path, parks etc,” a written com-
munication to the Delhi Chief
Secretary, police commissioner
and the respective chiefs of civic
bodies such as Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and New
Delhi Municipal Council, stated.

“There are reports that efforts
are underway for getting their
identity documents such as
Aadhaar, election identity card,

anaaﬂ
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etc, prepared on the basis of fake
documents and adopting ma-
nipulative process. These docu-
ments are being claimed as citi-
zenship documents by these
illegal immigrants,” the commu-
nication added.

Voter identity cards, ifissued
toillegal immigrants, would pro-
vide them “the most powerful
right of democracy that is, the
Right to Vote in our country”, the
communication stated. Itadded
that giving such rights to “illegal
immigrants cannot be accepted
by any Indian Citizen” and can
even be detrimental to national
security.

Saxena directed the Chief
Secretary to issue instructions to
district magistrates to exercise
“extra vigil” while verifying peo-
ple applying for identity docu-
ments. “Separately, the police
commissioner may also issue in-
structions to field level officials to
be extra vigilant, specially while
undertaking inspections of squat-
ters along roadside and on vacant
government land,” he said.

Further, the L-G asked the
Delhi Police to conduct a special
drive for one month to identify
illegal immigrants and take ac-
tion in coordination with central
agencies, while all government
agencies were asked to ensure
that “no unauthorised occupa-
tion of public places takes place
anywhere in the city” as per
Supreme Court directions.
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Veer Singh Dhingan with AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal on

Friday. Praveen Khanna

As Cong’s ex-Seemapuri
MILA joins AAP, ruling
party also sees defection

SAMAN HUSAIN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AHEAD OF Delhi elections,
three-time Congress MLA from
Seemapuriand Dalit leader Veer
Singh Dhingan joined AAPin the
presence of party chief Arvind
Kejriwal on Friday. Soon after, the
Delhi Congress announced that
AAP’s former Seelampur MLA,
Haji Mohammad Ishraq Khan,
has joined its ranks along with
his supporters.

This exchange comes on the
heels of the recent defection of
Congress stalwart Chaudhary
Mateen Ahmed, who held signif-
icant influence in Seelampur, to
AAP. Also, Rajendra Pal Gautam,
former social welfare minister and
Seemapuri MLA, had recently
shifted to Congress from AAP.

Welcoming Dhingan,
Kejriwal introduced him as the
“next MLA from Seemapuri”.

“Today is a day of great joy as
Veer Singh Dhingan joins the
AAP. A towering figure in Delhi
politics, he has dedicated many
years to public service and social
work. His presence will greatly
strengthen the AAP, especially in
our mission to uplift the Dalit

community... In Seemapuri, he
has done outstanding work for
the people, whosstill hold himin
high regard. We are proud to
welcome the future MLA of
Seemapuri into our party,” he
added.

Dhingan had previously
chaired the Delhi Khadi and
Village Industries Board and the
SC/ST Board.

He said, “I bring with me a
long political career and exten-
sive experience. However, the
growing exploitation of the peo-
ple, neglect of Delhi’s residents,
and rising corruption in parties
like Congress and BJP, have

deeply hurt me.”
In a swift counter-move,
Delhi Congress president

Devender Yadav welcomed Haji
Mohammad Ishraq Khan, the
former AAP MLA and former
chairperson of the Haj
Committee, into the Congress.

Khan said, “I was motivated
to join the Congress as it is the
only party that protects the in-
terest and welfare of the people,
unlike the AAP and BJP. I will
work as a devoted soldier of the
Congress to uplift the lives of the
people of Seelampur and the
poor.”

Flight landing tests deferred
at Noida airport, DGCA
approval likely by Nov-end

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA,NOVEMBER 15

THE LANDING test of aircraft,
previously scheduled to com-
mence on Friday at the Noida
International Airport Limited
(NIAL) in Uttar Pradesh’s Jewar,
is now likely to take place in the
last week of November.

“The trial will happen in the
last week of November. We have
no further information as of
now," said a senior NIAL official.

Another official pointed out
that the approvals for the run-
way, Instrument Landing System
(ILS), and calibration flight have
already been granted by the
Director General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). “We will conduct a one-

day trial and the data will be sub-
mitted to the DGCA now as part
of the application process,” the
official said.

Earlier this month, NIAL Chief
Executive Officer Arun Veer
Singh had told The Indian
Express that Jewar airport was
all set for the second stage of trial
operations starting November
15. “In the second stage, flights
of Akasa, Indigo and most prob-
ably Air India will take off and
land daily until December 15,”
Singh had said.

He had added that the test-
ing process is expected to con-
tinue for amonth. “This data will
be uploaded on December 20 on
the DGCA website. We will ap-
ply for the aerodrome licensing,”
he said.

AMIT SHAH UNVEILS STATUE ON BIRSA MUNDA'’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah named the Sarai Kale Khan
intersection as ‘Bhagwan Birsa
Munda ChowK after inaugurating
the tribal cultural icon’s statue
Friday. Soon after, the AAP govern-
ment in the Capital questioned if
due process was followed to re-
name the place.

Shah had unveiled a statue of
Birsa Munda Friday afternoon
near the Sarai Kale Khan Chowk
on the occasion of his 150th birth
anniversary year.

The event followed the re-
naming of the intersection by
Union Minister of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) Manohar
Lal Khattar.

However, AAP sources sought
to know whether the proposal for
the renaming of the crossing -
where east, central and north
Delhi converge - was vetted by
the road naming authority that

presides over the process.
Sources in the Union govern-
ment, on the other hand, chal-
lenged the contention stating that
the name ‘Sarai Kale Khan’ —
which was neither delineated nor

“officially named” — “did not exist
in any government records” per-
taining to the Capital.

Delhi government sources,
however, said naming a location
was the prerogative of the State

Naming Authority which, at the
moment, did not exist in the
Capital since it was yet to be
constituted.

“Currently, Delhi does not
have a road naming authority, so
where was the permission to re-
name (Sarai Kale Khan Chowk to)
Bhagwan Birsa Munda Chowk?
Thisroad falls under Delhi govern-
ment's PWD. Where is the order
regarding the renaming?” a Delhi
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with
Union Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
and L-G V K Saxena during unveiling of

the statue (left) at Baansera Park near
Sarai Kale Khan ISBT. Praveen Khanna & PTI

arai Kale Khan renamed Birsa Munda
Chowk, AAP govt questions decision
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government source asked.
Sources in the Union govern-
ment, however, contended this.
“Sarai Kale Khanis the name of the
area and ISBT there will still be
known by the same name...there
was no mention of Sarai Kale
Khanin government records; the
renaming of the intersectionis the
first of its kind when it comes to
the representation of tribal iden-
tity in the capital,” a source in the

Union government said.

At the event, where Khattar,
Delhi L-G VK Saxena, MoS Harsh
Malhotra and other dignitaries
were in attendance, the Union
Home Minister said thatin 2021,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had announced that the birth
anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa
Munda (November 15)would be
celebrated as "Janjatiya Gaurav
Divas' (Tribal Pride Day).

BJP names members of
coordination panel ahead
of Assembly elections

New Delhi: The Delhi BJP Friday
named its 23-member state
election coordination commit-
tee for the Assembly polls due in
February next year. The panel,
headed by state BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva, will have
Union Minister of State and East
Delhi MP Harsh Malhotra as its
convener, the party said. BJP na-
tional general secretary
Dushyant Gautam, North East
Delhi MP Manoj Tiwari and sen-
iorleader Arvinder Singh Lovely
will be co-conveners of the com-
mittee, itadded. Other members
include former Union minister
Harsh Vardhan and Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Assembly
Vijender Gupta. PTI
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16-20, BARAKHAMBA LANE. NEW DELHI-110001

The Food Corporation of India Invites
apphications for engagement of retired
doctors from Central Govi/State
Govl./PSUs as General Duty Medical
Officer on contraclual basis only.
The application form, eligibdity criteria,
experience and other necessary
informafion is available on the FCI
website: http:/fwww.fel.gov.in,

Deputy General Manager (Estt.)

Telephone No.: 011-43527462
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AQI RECORDED AT 396

Delhi staggers govt office timings as air

quality moves to ‘very poor’ category

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

ON A day the GRAP Stage-III
emergency measures kicked in
to tackle the ‘severe’ air pollution
in Delhi, Chief Minister Atishi
Friday announced a revision of
working hours across govern-
ment offices to combat pollution
and reduce traffic congestion.

“...govt offices across Delhi
will be following staggered tim-
ings: Municipal Corporation of
Delhi: 8:30 am to 5 pm; Central
Govt: 9 am to 5:30 pm; Delhi
Govt: 10 am to 6:30 pm,” the
Delhi CM shared on X.

The Capital, meanwhile, con-
tinued to reel under a thick blan-
ket of smog with only a slight dip
in the Air Quality Index (AQI)
recorded Friday. The AQI was
396 in the ‘very poor’ category as
against Thursday's 424 in the ‘se-
vere’ category. Moderate to shal-
low fog conditions prevailed
over Delhi as the visibility was
400 m at Safdarjung and 500 m
at Palam in the morning and
evening hours, said the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The temperatures remained
two degrees above normal on
Friday with the minimumat 15.6
degrees Celsius and the maxi-
mum at 30.5 degrees Celsius.

With stringent restrictions
kicking in, officials also assured
a strict implementation of
GRAP-IIl measures. Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai, who held a high-level meet-
ing with key departments
Friday, announced the decision
to introduce 106 shuttle bus
services by DTC to boost public
transport. “These buses will run
1,844 trips, with 40 bus services
specifically for government em-
ployees... The shuttle services
will connect various colonies,
including Dwarka, Nehru Place,
and CGO Complex, and will
serve offices in areas such as
Badarpur, Janakpuri, and
Paharganj,” he said, adding that
the Metro train will run 60 ad-
ditional trips.

The Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM)
forecasts ‘very poor’ air quality
for subsequent six days.
According to [ITM's Decision
Support System data, vehicular
pollution was the topmost do-
mestic contributor at 13 per cent.
The stubble-burning contribu-
tion was at 33 per cent Thursday;,
as per the data.
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Dense smog in New Delhi on Friday. Praveen Khanna
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‘POLLUTION BREAKS’ BECOMING A NORM

Need long-term policies, not knee-jerk

responses, say pvt

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

TWEAKED LESSON plans, limited
outdoor activities, advisory on
wearing masks, orientation for
parents and training for teachers
— thisis what pollution means for
schools in the Capital.

Although there is common
consensus among educators and
principals in the city that by now
they are accustomed to the peren-
nial crisis, nonetheless, the pollu-
tion-induced restrictions and
healthissues, in addition to online
classes, are still a nightmare for the
student-teacher community.
With GRAP Stage-III kicking in
Friday, and classes for students up
to grade V moving online, The
Indian Express speaks with princi-
pals and educators of private
schools in Delhi.

Alka Kapur, principal,
Modern Public School
Shalimar Bagh

“There is a clear lack of public
awareness and the issue is not
taken seriously even by senior stu-
dents. Even with an over-polluted
capital, people areignorant when
it comes to community activi-

Pollution-induced restrictions, in addition to online classes,
are still a nightmare for the student-teacher community. File

ties... lam surprised to see schoo-
Ichildren going on processions.
We are talking about the closure
of schools, but firecrackers are be-
ing burst openly. The government
should take proactive measures,
without which this will continue
to spiral out of control every year.”

“Last night, I was feeling
choked, my eyes were burning. I
could not sleep. My children are
abroad because Delhi hasbecome
unlivable... With schools closed
due to pollution, education has
been hit as remaining offline days
are so low. We have made amock-
ery out of education.”

Pallavi Sharma,
principal, Mamta
Modern School

“It has become a joke. There
are summer holidays, winter
holidays, autumn break,
Dussehra break, and now we
have pollution break. We need
to ensure that learning doesn’t
stop. With children below five,
parents need to sit with
them. For seniors, this being the
time for Board exam prepara-
tions... However, like every year,
these are also expected to go
online.”

Ameeta Mulla Wattal,
chairperson of DLF
Foundation Schools

“We (educators) have known
the issue of pollution since
2001... So, it is not new... and

school principals

with the knee-jerk reactions
every year, | don’t expect the is-
sue to stop at least in the next five
years. The governments still do
not really understand the imme-
diacy of the problem. India does
not live in air-purified class-
rooms. India lives in small
towns; it lives in clusters. We
cannot expect government
schools to come up with the
same responses as private ones.”

Y P Purang,
chairperson, Delhi
International School

“Evenif the classes are being
switched to online, children still
will remain outside. These (gov-
ernment) actions are an eye-
wash. The children tend to ulti-
mately be outside
playing...There needs to be a
permanent solution against
pollution. Where are the dust-
mitigation measures taking
place? I don’t see anything con-
crete... The biggest downside of
online classes is the social impact
it has on children. After
Covid-19, it took time for the
children to go back to being so-
cially adaptable. A failure to com-
bat the crisis is impacting their
future.”

Applications pending, impounded old vehicles not to
be dismantled until November 29, says transport dept

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE SCRAPPING Cell of the Delhi
Transport Department has re-
cently asked all registered vehicle
scrapping facilities (RVSFs) to not
dismantleimpounded end-of-life
vehicles (ELVs) till November 29.

The reason: Several applica-
tions are pending from vehicle
owners seeking release of their
overaged vehicles that have been
impounded. To curb pollution,
diesel vehicles older than 10 years
and petrol vehicles older than 15
years are not allowed to ply in
Delhi-NCR.

An order issued by the cell on
Monday stated: "All registered
scrapping agencies associated
with the Transport department...
for the enforcement drive...are di-

Construction near Mahipalpur causes traffic nightmare on Delhi-Gurgaon

rected not to start scrapping activ-
ity of impounded vehicles up to
November 29...inrespect of appli-
cants whose applications are still
pending with the department.”

The department has also di-
rected the Scrapping Cell to share
the list of pending applications
with the RVSFs.

While Principal Secretary-
cum-Commissioner (Transport)
Prashant Goyal did not reply to
queries, Special Commissioner
(Transport) Sachin Shinde said,
"The applications for release of
ELVs need to be decided as per
standard operating procedure.”

According to the guidelines re-
garding handling of ELVs, a vehicle
owner has to submit an applica-
tion seeking provisional release of
his vehicle within three weeks of
itbeingimpounded. The transport
department has to decide

whether to release the vehicle
withinaweek of receiving the ap-
plication.

If the department allows the
application, it will issue a release
order after taking an undertaking
from the owner that the vehicle
will not be plied or parked ina pu-
blic place and that it will be parked
in private parking. If the owner
does not claim his vehicle three
weeks after its release order is is-
sued, the RVSFs can scrapit.

The guidelines - issued in
February -- also state that the de-
partment has todevelop anonline
portal to facilitate the process be-
tween enforcement agencies,
RVSFs and vehicle owners.

However, the enforcement
drive waslaunched on October 11,
before the portal was developed.
The portal went live on October
21, allowing only owners to sub-

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

B Mehrauli — Gurgaon
Road via Aya Nagar border

M Old Gurgaon Road —
Kapashera — Samalkha
Gaon

B Gurgaon-Dwarka
Expressway —
Yashobhoomi — Dwarka
Sector 23 crossing — Janki
Chowk — Dwarka Sector
6/7 crossing — Sector 1
crossing then take right for
Palam flyover-Dhaula
Kuan

B Dabri — Gurgaon Road —
Dwarka Flyover — Dwarka
Road — Parade Road

M Gurgaon — Dwarka
Expressway — Yashobhoomi
— Mahipalpur — Dhaula
Kuan

Delhi Traffic Police has
asked commuters going
towork, the airport, or
hospitals to take the
Delhi Metro and plan
their journey in advance
toreach on time.

Traffic at the Mahipalpur
Airport Road on Tuesday.
Abhinav Saha

mit applications seeking release
of vehicles.

"The department had to de-
velop the portal to facilitate the
process...but we have noaccess to
it. Itis not fully developed... As per
guidelines, the scrapping agencies
can scrap vehicles if not claimed
in three weeks. But how are we
supposed to know which vehicle
has been released and which has
not," asked Vikram Bakshi,
Director of Pineview Technology
Limited, a RVSF registered with
the department.

He added, “Now, the depart-
ment has stopped us from scrap-
ping vehicles. Keeping vehicles in
apitalso creates pollutionandisa
waste of our resources...Thisis not
only a business loss for us but ve-
hicle owners also have to pay...
custody charge/parking fees till
their vehicle is parked in our unit.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

FOR TWO months now, travel-
ling to Gurgaon has been a daily
nightmare for lakhs of com-
muters heading into the
Millennium City via the
Mahipalpur flyover owing to
construction of a portion of the
Dwarka Expressway.

In September, the service
road on NH-48 from Dwarka
Link Road merging point to the
Mahipalpur petrol pump was
closed by the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) to wrap
up work, leading to bumper-to-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

The charges double after seven
days of a vehicle being im-
pounded.”

Besides parking charges, the
owner also has to pay a penalty of
Rs 10,000 for a car and Rs 5,000
for a two-wheeler to get it is re-
leased.

"..the portalis new, so there is
huge pendency,” a senior depart-
ment official said.

Meanwhile, the RVSFs are
planning to go on a strike from
Monday over the order and other
issues.Sofar, 3,000 overaged vehi-
cles have beenimpounded in the
enforcement drive, which is still
continuing. Further, the depart-
ment has received about 485 ap-
plications from owners whose ve-
hicles have been impounded in
the drive. Release orders have
beenissued for over 100 vehicles,
said officials.

bumper traffic during the morn-
ing and evening rush hours.

If one starts from Vasant
Vihar near Rangpuri, it takes al-
most 25-30 minutes to reach
Shiv Murti Marg on NH-48 --less
than a kilometre long.

On Tuesday, The Indian
Express travelled towards
Gurgaon via the Ring Road from
MotiBagh via Shankar Vihar and
Vasant Vihar. Traffic was normal
till Shani Mandir but the roads
were jammed starting from
Vasant Vihar especially when
one enters the Gurgaon-Delhi ex-
pressway and goes towards
Mahipalpur flyover.

There is traffic on the elevated
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How cross-voting resulted in

razor-thin margin

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THOUGH THE AAP managed to
secure the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) Mayor seat on
Thursday with Dev Nagar coun-
cillor Mahesh Khichi winning by
just three votes, the contest ex-
posed the rift within the party as
eight of its votes shifted to the BJP.

With the Delhi Assembly
elections scheduled to be held
early next year, the razor-thin
win has set the stage for the BJP
to capitalise on the fissures
within the AAP.

On Thursday, AAP, which will
be battling a decade-long anti-
incumbency in the Delhi elec-
tions, was caught in an intense
battle to defend its turfand man-
aged to scrape through with a
nail-biting margin.

A total of 265 votes were cast,
with AAP receiving 133 and BJP
130; two votes were declared in-
valid. Currently, AAP has 128 MCD
councillors, with two councillors
who recently left Congress and
joined the party boosting its num-
bers from 126. It also enjoys the
supportof an Independent coun-
cillor. The BJP has 114 councillors
and the Congress just seven.

Apart from the MCD council-
lors, the mayoral election process
alsoincludes votes from seven BJP
Lok Sabha MPs, three AAP Rajya
Sabha MPs, and 14 MLAs nomi-
nated by the Delhi Assembly
Speaker (13 from AAP and one
from BJP). Rajya Sabha MP Swati
Maliwal did not turn up to vote.

The BJP was projected to get
122 votes and the AAP 143.
However, due to cross-voting, AAP
received at least 10 fewer votes
than expected.
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A staff displays an empty ballot box ahead of the mayoral
polls on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

“We were already in a minor-
ity, so we do not consider this a
battle we lost. Winning this elec-
tion was not our target; our only
target was a Dalit mayor. When
the councillors are fed up, their
mood changes towards the party,
leading to this kind of cross-vot-
ing,” Rajalgbal Singh, BJP’s Leader
of Opposition, said.

Of the three-vote margin that
AAPreceived, two votes swungin
their favour after Congress coun-
cillors Shagufta Chaudhary shifted
to support AAP a few days before
the elections and Sabila Begumon
the day of the election itself. Both
Chaudhary and Begum left
Congress along with their
spouses, expecting Assembly tick-
ets from AAP.

Chaudhary earlier confirmed
that either her husband Zubair
Chaudhary or her father-in-law,
five-time MLA Chaudhary
Mateen Ahmed, would be the
new AAP candidate for the
Seelampur seat. AAP sources said
that many of their councillors are
also expecting tickets to contest
the upcoming Assembly elections
from their strongholds.

Asked about the cross-voting

The first six-coach train for Delhi Metro’s Phase-IV
expansion arrives at Mukundpur depot, Friday. P11

First train for Metro
Phase 4 arrives

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE DELHI Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) marked a
significant milestone Friday as the
first six-coach train for Phase-4
operations arrived in the Capital.

"The train is stationed at
Mukundpur depot where it will
undergo a number of tests re-
quired for its statutory certifica-
tion for revenue service as a part
of established rules and proto-
cols,” said DMRC Principal
Executive Director of Corporate
Communications, Anuj Dayal.
The train set, manufactured by
Alstom atits facility in Sricity near
Chennai, was inaugurated on
September 23.

Under the contract, DMRC
will receive a total of 312 coaches,
or 52 train sets, to run on three
priority corridors — Majlis Park to
Maujpur (Pink Line extension),
Janakpuri West to RK Ashram
Marg (Magenta Line extension),
and Tughlakabad to Delhi

corridor as well as the road be-
low it. Both stretches merge at
Mahipalpur, near the Tata Telco
road. Here, construction of an un-
derpass on the left side, provid-
ing a U-turn option for Delhi or
IGI Airport, is underway.
“Traffic movement on this
section is impacted due to the
ongoing construction of under-
passes which will link the NH-48
and Dwarka Expressway...
During non-peak hours, traffic
movement slows down. In the
morning and evening peak hours
from730amto 11 am and 6 pm
to 10 pm, it affects the entire
stretch causing a 30-minute
jam,” said a traffic police officer

Aerocity (Golden Line) — as part
of the Phase-4 operations.

Once operational, the
Janakpuri West-RK Ashram
Marg extension will receive 144
new coaches (24 trains), the
Mukundpur-Maujpur extension
will get 90 coaches (15 trains),and
the Aerocity-Tughlakabad corri-
dor 78 coaches (13 trains). All
train sets will be delivered to
Delhi in various phases over the
coming months.

The new trains are designed
for speeds of up to 95 km/h and
operational speeds of 85 km/h,
equipped with Grade of
Automation (GOA) 4 for driver-
less operations.

The Phase-4 expansion com-
prises 86 km of new lines across
five corridors, including the un-
der-construction Janakpuri
West-RK Ashram Marg, Majlis
Park-Maujpur and
Aerocity-Tughlakabad. Two ad-
ditional corridors, Lajpat
Nagar-Saket-G Block and
Indraprastha-Inderlok are in pre-
tendering stages.

deployed on the route.

Once the underpass is con-
structed, travelling on this stretch
will be very smooth as the under-
pass will provide a direct link to
the Airport for those coming
from Gurgaon and they don’t
have to come till Mahipalpur
Chowk, said Traffic Police.

Additional CP (Traffic) Dinesh
K Gupta said, “The service lane at
Rajokri has been closed due to
construction work on NH-48 due
to which the entire load has
shifted to the main road. Work
will go on for two more months.
We have deployed extra person-
nel to manually manage vehicles.”

Further, he said traffic police

after he bagged the mayor’s seat,
Khichi said, “Avictoryis avictory;
itdoes not matterifitisbyasingle
vote or three votes. Our council-
lors are not swaying away from
the party. Small disagreements
exist in each party. Our priority
now is tofix theissues being faced
in Delhi before the elections and
continue the good work once the
elections conclude.”

The ward committee elections
in September also saw significant
cross-voting with some AAP
councillors casting their votes in
BJP’s favour. In the South Zone,
where AAP had 16 councillors
against BJP’s six,a draw of lots was
held to determine the chairman
after five AAP councillors voted for
the BJP, leading to an 11-11 tie.

Since former Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal'sarrestin the
excise policy case, atleast 10 coun-
cillors have defected from AAP —
two before the Lok Sabha polls,
five in August, and three more in
September. However, two coun-
cillors returned to the party soon
after. Others did not formally leave
but signalled their exit by filing
nominations for the ward com-
mittee elections as BJP candidates.

Congress begins
Phase 2 of Delhi
Nyay Yatra

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

CONGRESS GENERAL Secretary
and Rajya Sabha MP Randeep
Singh Surjewala Friday joined
the first day of the second
phase of the Delhi Nyay Yatra
that began from the Bank of
Baroda branch on Mandoli
Road to Bhajanpura Chowk in
Karawal Nagar.

“Delhi Nyay Yatra is moving
ahead building a strong bond of
trust and faith...Today, when
the Yatra reached Mustafabad
and Karawal Nagar Assembly
constituencies, the people wel-
comed Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee President Shri
Devendra Yadav ji with open
arms and promised to stand
with them in this fight for jus-
tice,” the DPCC shared on its so-
cial media handle on X.

They also shared issues from
along the way. “These pictures
of Mustafabad reveal the failure
of the AAP government in pro-
viding health facilities to Delhi.
The level of negligence is such
that the construction of the dis-
pensary located here is incom-
plete, what is left has now
turned into ruins. There is a pile
of garbage here,” the DPCC said,
posting pictures of a dilapidated
dispensary.

In Gokulpuri, the DPCC said,
the people presented them with
a copy of the Constitution.
Meanwhile, Surjewala said,
“Delhi, which is standing on the
brink of pollution, inflation, un-
employment, garbage(-in-
duced) destruction, needs a
new vision of the Congress. This
Nyay Yatra is an indicator of this
revolution.”

highway

are removing encroachments
near South Campus and Dhaula
Kuan to ease traffic flow.

Earlier, the Delhi Police issued
anadvisory asking people to take
alternative routes to reach
Mahipalpur, Vasant Kunj, IGI
Airport and Dhaula Kuan, as the
service road on NH-48, from the
NSG office to Mahipalpur petrol
pump, has been closed.

“We have noticed 20-25
minute traffic jams on this
stretch as youride down from the
Rajokri flyover. We hope con-
struction work is completed on
time without any delay,” said
senior Delhi government officer
OP Mishra.
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Resource-spending
gap 42% in urban

local bodies, 37%
staff crunch: CAG

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

FLAGGING CONCERNS over the
fiscal and overall health of ur-
ban local bodies, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) has
found that the city self-govern-
ments in 18 states that cater to
241-million residents are facing
42% gap between their re-
sources and expenditure and
only 29% of their expenditure
goes towards programmatic
and development work.

The CAG found that 31 years
after the 74th Constitutional
Amendment cameintoeffectin
1993 with the aim to empower
urban local bodies, these 18
states were yet to fully imple-
ment the law in spirit. On
Monday, the CAG released a
compendium of audit reports
into the implementation of the
74th amendment in 18 states.

The compendium covered
393 urban local self-govern-
ments across 18 states —
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura
and Uttarakhand. The CAG
found that on average, 32% of
the revenue of the urban bodies
was their own, with the rest
coming from the Union and
state governments. The urban
local bodies were able torealise
56% of their property tax de-
mand, it said. Only 29% of the
current expenditure of the ur-
ban local bodies was directed
towards programmatic and de-
velopment work and there was
an average vacancy of 37%
against the sanctioned staff
strength, it pointed out. On the
other hand, urban bodies of 16
states had limited or no power
over recruitment.

As  per

the  74th

Amendment, states were
meant to devolve 18 functions,
including urban planning, reg-
ulation of land-use and con-
struction, water supply, plan-
ning for economic and social
developmentand publichealth,
to the urban local bodies. The
CAG found that on average, 17
outof the 18 functionshad been
devolved, while nine states —
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha,
Punjab and Tripura — had de-
volved all 18 functions.

“Urban planning and fire
services are the least devolved
functions by law,” the CAG com-
pendium said.

The CAG said that the states
had shown weak compliance
with the “in-spirit reading” of
the 74th Amendment. Only four
of the functions devolved to ur-
ban local bodies were with
“complete autonomy”. The CAG
recommended that states in-
volve urban local bodies in crit-
ical functions like planning,

“Considering that 50 per
cent of India will be residing in
cities by 2050, robust ULSGs are
pertinent, for they are critical
playersindelivering good qual-
ity of life to their citizens. In this
context, it need not be empha-
sised that State governments
work towards facilitating laws,
policies, processes, institutions
and institutional mechanisms
to have robust ULSGs and
thereby have economically,en-
vironmentally and democrati-
cally vibrant cities,” the CAG
said.

Srikanth Viswanathan, CEO
of Bengaluru-based non-profit
Janaagraha, which worked on
the compendium with CAG,
said: “Empowering urban local
governments needs tobeanim-
portant national priority for
India, and well-meaning and
like-minded stakeholders
across government, civil society,
and academia need to come to-
gether toaccomplish the same.”

Candidate who slapped SDM sent to judicial custody

told PTIL.

According to police, four cases,
including for disrupting public
work and damaging public prop-
erty, were registered against
Naresh Meena.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR,NOVEMBER 15

THE SITUATION in Rajasthan's vi-
olence-hit Tonk district was sta-
ble on Friday, a day after the ar-
rest of Independent candidate for
the Deoli-Uniara Assembly bypoll
Naresh Meena who was sent to
judicial custody for a fortnight.
Meena, a Congress rebel who
slapped a sub-divisional magis-
trate on election duty outside a
polling booth on November 13,
was arrested on Thursday follow-
ing high drama and escalating vi-
olence in which a mob assaulted
a PTI reporter and video camer-

aperson and burnt their camera.

The Congress' Tonk MLA and
senior leader Sachin Pilot blamed
the BJP government in Rajasthan
for the violence and alleged the
"state machinery was deployed
to attack people".

Police produced Meena be-
fore a court in Niwai of Tonk dis-
trict virtually, citing law-and-or-
derissues. It was expected that he
would be brought before the
court physically. However, the
plan was changed as Meena's
supporters had gathered at dif-
ferent locations and threatened
to block the Jaipur-Kota Highway.

"The court gave directions to
produce Naresh Meena through

video conference after police
cited law-and-order issues.
During the hearing, the court sent
Meena to judicial custody for 14
days," the Independent candi-
date's counsel Sitaram Sharma
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Dengue mosquito
breeds in clean
stagnant water

=== Prevent Mosquito breeding =

Dengue Prevention is Simple!

Alertness can save you & your family from Dengue
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== Prevent Mosquito bites™=

surrcundings.

Don't allow water to stagnate
inside your home, in flower
vase and anywhere in the

properly

Always cover the bucket,
water tank, other utensils

Don't throw broken utensils, bottles,
ting, tyres and coconut shells or

disposables in the open
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Empty the water cooler every
week or put some oil [ petrol in it

Symptoms of Dengue

3

Severe pain behind the eyes that
increases with eye movements
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% Stomachache

MNausea and vomiting

Incase of above symptoms contact

your nearest hospital or health facility
Diagnosis and Treatment of Dengue is available Free of
Cost in all Government Hospital and Health Facilities.

National Vector Borne Diseases Control Program T
Directorate General of Health Services, Delhi Government =~ = # ===

w

Headache, muscle and
joint pain

AN

Rashes on body

Gl Eman

Wear full sleeves clothes and
use mosguite repellants

Use mosquito net at homea &
hospitals regularly during fever
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6 GOVT & POLITICS

LAUNCHES TRIBAL WELFARE PROJECTS WORTH 6,600 CR

Tribals’ role in freedomignored

BEAR(D) IN MIND

A HOT topic in political circles of Jharkhand, where Assembly
elections are ongoing, is Chief Minister Hemant Soren’s “beard
look” that resembles a younger Shibu Soren. Hemant, who used
to be clean-shaven before his arrest in a money laundering case
in January this year, walked out on bail five months later with a
beard as thick as his father’s. As this new look grabbed people’s
attention, Hemant decided to continue with it in the elections.
Now when he is campaigning across the state, his beard is being
noticed not just by the public but also Opposition leaders, who
often try to dismiss it as a “copy cat look”. Hemant is contesting
from Barhait seat, which will go to polls on November 20.
Whether or not the beard will draw more voters will be known
only on the results day on November 23.
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been appointed to the post.

D1viDED ON UNITY CALL

There seems to be anew slogan war within the BJP. While a sec-
tion of the party is projecting the slogan ‘Batenge toh katenge’ —
raised by UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath calling for unity —
citingitas one of the reasons for the BJP’s stunning performance
inHaryana, another section is banking on ‘Ek hain toh safe hain’,
raised recently by PM Narendra Modi in Maharashtra. BJP lead-
ers like PankajaMunde and Ashok Chavan have already rejected
‘Batenge toh Katenge’ slogan as “inappropriate”. However, the
real crisis is for the party’s talking heads, who have been flaunt-
ing both the slogans alternatively, careful not to pick sides in their
public appearances. There are even suggestions that they can
design dresses or caps projecting the slogans on two sides.

BACK & FORTH

Former Intelligence Bureau special director and incumbent CRPF
DG Anish Dayal Singh was set to become the next chairman of
the National Technical Research Organisation. However, the file
recommending his appointment was sent back by the PMO re-
cently. This has got tongues wagging in power corridors of a pos-
sible rift within the government. Senior officials in the Ministry
of Home Affairs deny this. However, no one appears to have an
explanation as to why the file was sent back. Due to retire next
month, Singh would have got four more years of service had he

Ajit Pawar will take
time to understand
public mood: Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NAGPUR, NOVEMBER 15

DEPUTY CM Devendra Fadnavis
on Friday said NCP president Ajit
Pawar, who has criticised Uttar
Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath’s
“batenge to katenge” remark, has
failed to understand the senti-
ments of people because of his
long association with secularide-
ologies in the past.

In an interview to a private
channel, Fadnavis said, “Deputy
CM Ajit Pawar stayed with such
ideologies which are secular and
anti-Hindu for very long. There is
noreal secularism amongst those
who call themselves secularist.
He has had a long association
with those for whom secularism
meant anti-Hindutva. It will take
some time for him to understand
the mood of the public.”

Adityanath, during cam-
paigning in Maharashtra, had
remarked, “Batenge to katenge
(If we are divided we will get
destroyed).”

The remark has upset alliance
partner NCP led by Pawar, who
openly admonished and dis-
tanced his party from the hard-
line HIndutva advocated by the
right-wing BJP. “There was no
question of supporting suchare-
mark. It will not work in
Maharashtra. It may work in UP,
Jharkhand or other states,” Pawar
had said.

Earlier, the remark also in-
vited criticism from BJP’s na-
tional secretary and MLC
Pankaja Munde. She said, “Idon’t
endorse such state-

 to give credit to one family: PM

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 15

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday accused former
Congress governments of under-
mining the contributions of
tribal leaders to the freedom
movement so that “only one
party and one family could get
away with the credit”.

Addressing a function on the
occasion of 150th birth anniver-
sary of tribal icon BirsaMundain
Jamui, the PM said the NDA gov-
ernment has been running
schemes worth X 1.25 lakh crore
for tribal welfare across the coun-
try. He also laid the foundation
stone of tribal welfare projects
worth 36,600 crore at the event,
which was attended by the fam-
ilies of tribal heroes Birsa Munda,
Sido Murmu and Kanhu Murmu,
besides veteran tribal leader from
Jharkhand, Karia Munda.

Without taking the names of
Congress and the Nehru-Gandhi
family, he said: “We got
Independence not just because
of one party or one family. Tribal
people greatly contributed to-
wards the country's freedom...
The previous governments de-
liberately tried to suppress this
fact so that all credit was given
to one party and one family.”

TMC councillor
attacked in
Kolkata, 1 held

Kolkata: TMC councillor of
Kolkata Municipal Corporation
(KMC) ward no 108 Sushanta
Ghosh had a close shave on Friday
evening when two persons tried
tofireathimfromacloserange,a
senior police officer said.

No bullet was released when
one of the two, who came on a
two-wheeler, pulled the trigger
of ahandgun.

One of the attackers, whowas
apprehended by locals, was ar-
rested by police, he said. “The inci-
dent happened around 8.10 pm
when 2 men arrived in a two-
wheeler at Kasba. One of them got
down and tried to fire at him. But
no bullet was released from the
handgun may be due to some me-
chanical error;" the officer said. PTI

PM Narendra Modi and Bihar CM Nitish Kumar in Bihar’s

Jamui on Friday. P11

“What was the Santhal rebel-
lion? What was Kol Kranti? The
brave Bheels also fought for free-
dom,” the PM said, naming sev-
eral tribal heroes from across the
country. Modi alsolaunched a sil-
ver coin and a postal ticket after
BirsaMunda. He said: “The tribals
played a key role in transition of
Prince Ram into Bhagwan Ram.”

Talking about the schemes
launched for tribals by his gov-
ernment, the PM said: “The
Centre has sanctioned 1.5 lakh
new homes for tribals. About
11,000 families will get their
pucca homes (constructed by
the government) today.”

Modi thanked Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar for offering “full
support” when “a tribal woman”

Droupadi Murmu was made the
presidential candidate by the
BJP-led NDA.

“It was Droupadi Murmu,
who as then Jharkhand
Governor, had raised concerns
about the poorest of the poor
among tribals. Now, we have
324,000 crore-worth PM-JAN-
MAN for them,” said the PM.

He said there were times
when good officers would con-
sider transfer to tribal districts as
“shunting postings”. “Now, sev-
eral energetic officers have been
working in tribal areas,” he said,
adding that schemes for sanita-
tion, employment generation
and potable water worth
380,000 crore were meant for
about 5,000 tribal villages.

PM’s IAF plane
suffers snag, he
leaves Deoghar in
another aircraft

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RANCHI,NOVEMBER 15

PM NARENDRA Modi, who was
stranded in Jharkhand’s Deoghar
airport for nearly two hours on
Friday after his special IAF air-
craftdeveloped a snag, flew back
to Delhi in another plane, offi-
cials said. Modi was supposed to
return to New Delhi on the IAF
plane after addressing a rally in
Bihar's Jamui, they said.

The PM visited Jamui to at-
tend a function marking the
150th birth anniversary of tribal
leader Birsa Munda, celebrated
as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas.

“PM Modli left for Delhi from
Deoghar in another special air-
craftafter his IAF plane developed
atechnical snag. The aircraft could
not be rectified on time. PM had
to wait for more than two hours,”
Deoghar Deputy Commissioner
Vishal Sagar told PTI. While Modi
waited for the issue to be re-
solved, the region's airspace was
declared a “no-flying zone”.

JANJATIYA DIVAS

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
and others celebrate Janjatiya Gaurav Divas, at Parliament House on Friday. ANI

PM firm on amending Waqf Act, says Shah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDRAPUR, YAVATMAL,
HINGOLI, NOVEMBER 15

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Friday asserted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was de-
termined to amend the Waqf Act

despite resistance from

ments.” Similar senti- key opposition leaders
ments were expressed like Uddhav Thackeray
by BJP Rajya Sabha MP and Sharad Pawar.
Ashosk Chavan, who Addressing three
criticised the remark. election rallies in
Responding to the DEZCCEE)N Maharashtra during the
differences within BJP  yaHarasHTRA day in  support of

over the remark,
Fadnavis said, “Those who are
raising objections have not un-
derstood the meaning of the re-
marks. Or possibly they may
have wanted to say something
and it was misunderstood.”

Mahayuti candidates, he
declared the Modi government
will eliminate Naxalism from
Chhattisgarh by March 31,2026,
and dared Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi to publicly laud
Hindutvaideologue V D Savarkar

X/@Amit Shah

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in Chandrapur, Friday.

and Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeray.

He emphasised that the
Centre will push through
amendments in the Waqf Act,
1995, despite opposition from
INDIA bloc parties.

“Modi ji wants to change the
Waqf Board law, but Uddhav ji,
Sharad Pawar and Supriya Sule

Eye on polls, Centre allows procurement
of soyabean with higher moisture content

Soyabean caused unrest among farmers due to lower realisation in open market

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,NOVEMBER 15

JUST DAYS ahead of
Maharashtra’s polling, the
Central government has allowed
procurement of soyabean with
15 per cent moisture as against
the standard 12 per cent. This
move comes as low prices of the
oilseeds and tardy government
procurement has fueled anger
among farmers in Vidarbha and
Marathwada regions of the state.

The office order, issued by
Binod Giri, deputy commis-
sioner (MPS), on Friday evening
said the department has no ob-
jection to “allow moisture con-
tent in Soybean upto 15 % (pre-

scribed FAQ percentage upto
12%) for procurement under PSS
(Price Support Scheme - under
which the Central government
procures commodities under
their declared Minimum
Support Price (MSP) during
Kharif 2024-25 season as a one-
time measure subject to the con-
dition that all expenses/losses
incurred on account of procure-
ment of stock with moisture
content upto 15% (prescribed
FAQ percentage upto 12%) shall
be borne by the respective state
governments in the larger inter-
est of the farmers.”

Soyabean, a major cash crop
in poll-bound Maharashtra, has
caused much unrest among
farmers due to the lower realisa-
tion in the open market. The

state has farmers take the oilseed
over 50 lakh hectares, but prices
are much below the MSP of Rs
4,892/quintal. At present at
Latur’'s market--one of the
largest soyabean markets in the
country--the average price of the
oilseed is around Rs 4,100-
4,200/quintal.

Despite Maharashtra having
the largest number of agencies
committed to buy the commod-
ity under PSS, procurement is
very slow with only 3,887.93
tonnes of the target 13.08 lakh
tonnes being procured.
Government agencies have
blamed higher moisture con-
tent--15 per cent--for the low
procurement. However, farmers
say the agencies entrusted with
the procurement do not have

necessary bandwidth or the in-
frastructure to allow them to
make such largescale procure-
ment. To give a perspective,
Maharashtra has40 agenciesin-
volved in procurement--the
largest in the country.

As the state nears its polling
day, low prices have become a
bone of contention for farmers.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his public rally in
Vidarbha has promised mone-
tary aid to soyabean growers,
and leader of opposition Rahul
Gandhi has also promised MSP
of Rs 7,000 + bonus if the MVA
comes to power. The present
move is aimed at allowing
higher quantity of soyabean by
relaxing the moisture content
norm.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

are opposing it. Uddhav ji, listen
carefully, you all can protest as
much as you want, but Modi ji
will amend the Waqf Act,” he
said at a rally at Umarkhed in
Yavatmal district.

Attherally, Shah drew on the
Mahabharat and said there are
two camps in the November 20
polls — one of ‘Pandavas’ repre-
sented by the BJP-led Mahayuti
and the other of ‘Kauravas’ repre-
sented by the MVA.

“Uddhav Thackeray claims
that his Shiv Sena is the real one.
Can the real Shiv Sena go against
renaming Aurangabad to
Sambhajinagar? Can the real Shiv
Sena go against renaming
Ahmednagar to Ahilyanagar?
The real Shiv Sena stands with
the BJP,” Shah insisted. Shiv Sena
headed by CM Eknath Shinde is
aligned with the BJP.

“Rahul Baba used to say that
his government would credit
money in the accounts of people
instantly, but you were unable to
fulfil your (pre-poll) promises in
Himachal, Karnataka, and
Telangana (all ruled by Congress),”
he said. Shah said the Mahayuti
alliance has promised that poor
women will get32,100 permonth
under the Ladki Bahin Yojana after
coming to power in Maharashtra.

Atarally in Chandrapur, he de-
clared that the Modi-led govern-
ment will eliminate Naxalism
from Chhattisgarh by March 31,
2026. “Modi ji has worked to free
the country from terrorism and
Naxalism. He worked to make the
country prosperous and increase
its stature in the world. Whatever
(Naxal menace) is remaining in
Chhattisgarh, we will end it by
March 31,2026,” Shah said.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in Godda on Friday. ANI
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PM serving interests
of billionaires at the
cost of poor: Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MAHAGAMA, BERMO, NOV 15

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul
Gandhi on Friday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of serv-
ing the interests of billionaires at
the expense of the country's poor.

Gandhi, who addressed two
election rallies in Jharkhand dur-
ing the day, also charged Modi
with seeking to destroy the
Constitution which is the “soul
of the country”.

“PM Modi says Rahul s flash-
ing ared book. Its content is im-
portant, not the colour. Had you
read it, you would not have been
spreading hatred and dividing
society,” Gandhi said in Godda
district.

Addressing another rally at
Bermo in Bokaro district, Gandhi
accused Modi of seeking to de-
stroy the Constitution which is
the “soul of the country”.

Maintaining that he was not
“afraid” of Modi or “his 56-inch
chest”, Gandhi said: “Heis a pup-
pet of billionaires.” He accused
the PM of giving lessons to people
during the day, while enjoying the
weddings of industrialists at night.

Gandhi claimed that the
Uddhav Thackeray-led govern-
ment in Maharashtra was top-
pled to grabland. He alleged that
Modi was trying to hand over
land worth X1 lakh crore in

CONG TO EC: ENSURE
LEVEL-PLAYING FIELD

New Delhi: Congress wrote to
the EC Friday complaining
that the election campaign of
Congressleader Rahul Gandhi
was delayed after his helicop-
ter was not allowed to take off
at Godda. The party said it was
told that “due to the protocol
of otherleaders in the vicinity,
a no-fly zone restriction had
beenputin place”.Inaposton
X, Congress MP Jairam Ram-
esh said: “There should be a
level-playing field in cam-
paigning. The PM'’s campaign
cannot take precedence over
that of all others. Today Rahul
Gandhi got delayed in Jhar-
khand on this account.” ENS

Dharavi to an industrialist.

The PM worked for the wel-
fare of billionaires in the country
and privatised institutions, col-
leges, industries, hospitals and
ports, Gandhi claimed.

“He handed over the country's
wealth to 25 capitalists. PM Modi
waived X16 lakh crore of debt of
industrialists but did not do any-
thing for the poor people, farmers
and Dalits,” he said. Gandhi said
that though PM Modi speaks of
his respect for the poor, but does
not waive the farmloans.

In a first, 2-day global
maritime meet in
Delhi from Nov 18

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

IN Abid to enhance India’s clout
in the global merchant shipping
sector, the government is host-
ing a two-day global maritime
conference - Sagarmanthan:
The Great Oceans Dialogue - in
national capital on November 18
and 19.

The conference, the first-ever
being held in India, is being co-
hosted by the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways and
Observer Research Foundation.
Representatives from 60-65 coun-
tries will take partin the dialogue,
said a source in the ministry.

“Despite the fact that we are
the most populous nation and
also one of the largest economies
of the world, our maritime clout
has been lower than expected.
The dialogue is aimed at garner-
ing the attention of global stake-
holders to the fact that India is
looking at expanding its role in

global maritime trade and mer-
chant shipping,” said an official.
Aconcept note put out by ORF
says, “The country has already
contributed about 16% of the
global growthin2023,anditison
the way to becoming the third-
largest global economy within
the next three years. As India
grows, the maritime domain
takes onamore critical role inin-
ternational collaborations on
commerce, connectivity, trade,
and human well-being. With its
growing heft in international re-
lations, India has the opportunity
and responsibility to play a more
prominent role in maritime gov-
ernance. This, however, requires
deepening our engagement with
diverse stakeholders from policy-
making ecosystems, helping in-
form perspectives on India, its
ambitions, presence, and inter-
ests, and steering conversations
onissues of global relevance.”
The inaugural remarks will
be delivered by Ministry
Secretary T K Ramachandran.

Canada minister: Some students appear
to have been advised to file asylum claims

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA &DIVYAA
CHANDIGARH, NEW DELHI,
NOVEMBER 15

DAYS AFTER terminating its pop-
ular fast-track visa programme
for international students from
14 countries, including India,
Canada’s immigration Minister
Marc Miller expressed concern
over a growing number of inter-
national students claiming asy-
lum and said “some students ap-
pear to have been advised to file
asylum claims soon after their
arrival in Canada”.

“Canadais dedicated toaiding
individuals in need of protection.
However, counselling asylum
seekers to misrepresent them-
selves toremain in Canada or seek
permanent residence would be

contrary to the objectives of
Canada’s immigration system,”
he wrote in a letter to the College
of Immigration and Citizenship
Consultants (CICC) President and
Chief Executive Officer John
Murray Thursday, a copy of which
was posted on X on Thursday.

Nearly 14,000 international
students in Canada have sought
asylum in the first nine months
of 2024, setting a record even as
the number of new study per-
mits issued during the same pe-
riod significantly fell.

Data from Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship
Canada (IRCC) shows that the
top source countries for these
asylum claims include India,
Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
India is Canada’s largest source
country of foreign students with

an estimated 4.27 lakh Indian
students studying there in 2023.

The jump in the number of
asylum seekers from 13,000 in
August-end to 14,000 in
September-end as per statistics,
coincides with the recent restric-
tions and caps imposed by the
Canadian government on inter-
national students.

Miller attributed the surge in
asylum applications partly to false
claims allegedly encouraged by
unscrupulous immigration con-
sultants. Citing anecdotal evi-
dence from departmental offi-
cials, he noted that conditions in
the source countries have not
changed significantly, suggesting
external advice as a key driver.

“Some students appear to
have been advised to file asylum
claims soon after their arrival in
Canada,” Miller said. “We often

see these claims filed within the
first year, sometimes for less
valid reasons, such as lowering
tuition fees to domestic rates.
There’s opportunism at play,and
it's being exploited.”

Miller has requested the CICC
to investigate licensed consult-
ants who might be improperly
advising international students
to pursue asylum claims.

As per IRCC data, Canadian
news outlet The Globe and Mail re-
ported thatinternational students
filed 13,660 asylum claims be-
tween January 1 and September
30, 2024, surpassing around
12,000 claims made through
2023 butless than 1,810 claims in
2018. With three months of data
yet to be tallied, the numbers in
2024 are expected torise.

FULLREPORT
www.indianexpress.com
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Under the guidance of PM Narendra Modi and the able leadership of Uttarakhand
CM Pushkar Singh Dhami, the state government introduced Uttarakhand State
Solar Policy 2023. This policy strives to lessen dependency on fossil fuels, foster
renewable energy, and assure energy security and inclusive economic development

Dpen Access

The policy ensures thal caplive/group-Captive
solar plants will be exempt from transmission
and wheeling charges. Discoms are required to

Pics: DiPA, Gowa of Unarakhand
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‘ The Uttarakhand State Solar prOCESS open-access applications within 21 days.

|-_~,_r--111|:unljmiﬁ]rt 2025. mﬂ ismemt" - nfmmauur bl Implementation Mechanisms Since 2014, India has increased its
e iy e b s kst s OO ‘ solar installation capacity by 30 times.
tomorrow. By hamessing the power S T
of solar energy, we strive to not only Solar Policy Cell and Single We want to make every household in India
Secure our gq‘.grgy. uirements but Window Portal a solar power home. From houses to roads,
also encou ecnmmq ic development el daddgome India has moved on the path of energy-
and mateﬁ?ﬁple I'rur::i:nud prcg;n:ecls through a single window portal, providing statu- efficient lighting. Through all these efforts,

ity e e youlti and wormen ' tory clearances and approvais within 60 days. green jobs are being created in very large

Our vision is to make Uttarakhand a Data Rooms numbers. India of the 21st century is moving

UREDA will establish data rooms to host informa-

B G aable o Sarrc. i ket ahead with education, skill, research, and

forerunner in clean energy, assuring a innovation.”

brighter, greener future for all.”
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»>> Pushkar Singh Dhami, CM, Uﬂumh‘-mrld; R Meenakshi Sundaram, secretary
energy; and other dignitaries participating at UREDA event
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: : -Narendra Modi
I I
- Pushkar Singh Dhami, across different sectors. By leveraging solar en-  as the ‘Green Tariff,' The UERC will introduce : OBJECTIVES - Prime Mjnisim:
Chief Minister of Uttarakhand ergy, the state strives fo improve power system  economically attractive green tariff rates to . The policy summarises several essential |
stability, encourage rural incomes, enhance the  encourage early adoption of green energy. ' objectives to achieve its vision: g A s -
e A S P P reliability and quality of electricity supply, and \ @ Reach a cumulative capacity of 2500 '  Payment Securily for displaced communities.
create livelihood prospects, especially for youth  Feed-in-Tarifl : MW by December 2027 across : i
nsconced in the Himalayan beit of northem and women, The UERC will introduce feed-in tariffs for dis- | diversified project portfolios. - ent security mechanisims, ng ves
india, Uttarakhand is recognized for its tributed solar power plants set up by residential, E ®m Accelerate solar investment via E masmwmm The policy promotes solar
natural magnificence, rich biodiversity, and Regulatory Framework agricultural, government, and institutional : improved deployment mechanisms, 1 jattars of credit, will be created to manufacturing facilities with
spiritual value, However, the state encounters  The Uttarakhand State Solar Policy 2023, super- ponsumers fo compensate for excess generation : incentives, and business models. E ensure timely payments to devel- incentives such as priority
substantial penls from global warming and climate seding the Uttarakhand Solar Energy Policy 2013,  injected into the grid. » @ Prowide reliable electricity accessto | selling RE to government land allotment, electricity duty
change. Acknowledging the pressing necessity is developed under the provisions of the Electricity | rural consumers in distant places i Ma‘rﬂ Discoms, waivers, stamp duty reimburse-
to transition 1o cleaner energy, the Uttarakhand Act of 2003. The policy requires the Uttarakhand ~ Metering and Peer-to-Peer Trading ; by encouraging solar plus storage : ments, SGST reimbursement,
government has introduced the Uttarakhand State State Electricity Regulatory Commission (UERC) The policy promotes virtual and group net meter- | solutions. :  Land Banks and Direct and customs duty exemptions
Solar Policy 2023. This policy strives to lessen and the state government to promote renewable ing, allowing consumers with inadequate rooftop | = Support solar-based livelihood appli- : Benefits to Local on Inputs required for manu-
dependence on fossi fuels, foster renewable energy,  energy, assuring the adoption of cleaner energy areas to adopt solar. Further, peer-to-peer trading | cations and occupation prospects, fos- | Communities facturing solar modules and
and assure energy security and inclusive economic forms. using ummﬂmﬁm wﬂtﬂa m E ) terng Erl;nlrepfane;.nnril:l W;n : UREDA will facilitate the setting hatt“u;]r storage. P
Incorporate tourism . d 4 idents
- | Key Provisions consumers | | ranston wi centes 00 W00 | e govenmentandpite Pl 202 et
on To achieve the policy targets, several key i ness models. ' lands for solar power plant framework to accelerate the state's
The vision of the Uttarakhand State Solar Policy provisions have been summarised: Banking « ®  Promote agro-photovoltaics 0b0OSt | neralation. The m.wﬂmmm transition to renewable energy. By
2023 is to support the clean energy transition by 100% energy banking will be parmitted during : agricultural income. ' that at least 50% of the employ-  hamessing the potential of solar
mainstreaming solar energy. The policy aims to Green Tarift all 12 months, with energy settiement done | @ Provide training for skill development, |\ pary notential during project energy, Uttarakhand strives to at-
accelerate solar energy deployment via distrib- Discoms will create provisions for interested monthly. The UERC will determine compensation : m"ﬂ u;ﬂmziﬁunmhle cumm#Lll? ' construction and operation stages tain its sustainability goals, improve
uted solar systems, ingenious business models, consumers 1o procure clean electricity from for banked energy based on peak and : yment throug ' be provided to bonafide residents  energy security, and foster inclusive
and increased adoption of solar applications renewable sources at predetermined rates, known  off-peak hours, \____Ppojectdeployment. =~ | g Uttarakhand, with a preference  economy,

Initiating renewable
energy endeavours
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UREDA’s mission involves improving energy access,
encouraging sustainability, and promoting

financial growth via different schemes
Uttarakhand Renewable Energy enhancing the financial support for solar energy
Development Agency (UREDA), operating initiatives. For instance, beneficianes can receive
under the Energy & Renewable Energy De-  grants of up to Rs 33,000 per KW for solar
partment of the Government of Uttarakhand, has ~ power plants ranging from 1 1o 2 KW, along with
been at the vanguard of propelling the state’s additional support for larger capacities. Since the

renewable energy initiatives. UREDA's mission
involves Improving energy ACCEss, encouraging
sustainability, and promoting financial growth via
different ingenious programmes and schemes.

Mukhyamantri Saur Swarozgar
Yojana (MSSY)

The Mukhyamantri Saur Swarozgar Yolana
(MSSY) aims to enhance self and
entrepreneurship development through solar
energy in Uttarakhand, Launched in March 2023,
the scheme expanded s capacity opbons to
indude not only 20/25 kW solar power plants
but also higher capacity installations of 50, 100,
and 200 kW. Exclusively available to permanant
residents of Uttarakdand, MSSY has set an
ambitious target of establishing a total solar
power capacity of 250 MW, Beneficiaries can
access all benefits permissible under the MSME
framework, with potential monthly incomes
reaching up 1o Rs 1 lakh from these solar plants.
In a notable example, 19 solar power plants
are being set up in
Kukreda, a remote
block in Uttarkashi
district, under the
Chied Minister Solar
Sell-Employment
Scheme., Out of
approodmately 1,077
projects (192,595
MW) allocated under
MSSY, projects
totalling 67 MW
have been aliotted in Tehr district. Additionally,
B9 projects (16 MW) have been installed, with 44
of these projects allotted in Tehri.

Solar Rooftops on

Government Buildings

UREDA is enhancing the use of government
structures for renewable energy generation,
setting a target capacity of 60 MW for rooftop
solar installations. Currently, 9 MW has been
installed across 305 government buildings. In
the 2024-25 fiscal year, the state government
has sanctioned a budget of 100 crore for the first
phasa of this initiative and received proposals
for an additional 24.5 MW capacity across
1,685 buildings. The instaliation of solar power
prants will promote a green economy along with
cresting employment opportunities,

PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

The PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana aims to
promote the instaltation of solar power plants in
Uttarakhand by providing substantial financial
incentives to beneficiaries. in addition to grants
from the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE) and the Central Government, the State
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schema's incepbon, 25,688 applicabions have
been submitted, resulting in the commissioning
of 8,143 solar power plants with a combined
capacity of 31.5 MW Central grants have been
disbursed to 2,618 applcants, while UREDA
has issued state grants totaling Rs 7.03 crore
o 1,384 beneficianes, represanting a capacity
of 5,59 MW,

Solar Water Heater Program

UREDA provides a 50% state subsidy for
domeshc installations and a 30% subsidy for
commercial solar water heater systems. With

a target of 1.7 lakh liters per day (LPD) and a
budget provision of T1.5 crore for 2024-25, the
program has disbursed subsidies amounting to
one crore for installabions approx 1.29 lakh LPD.

Micro, Mini & Small Hydropower
Projects

UREDA is backing hydropower projects 1o assure
village electrification and grid strengthening.
Presently, 41
hydro projects
with a cumu-
lative capacity
of 14.65 MW
are operational
across state,
furnishing
renewabie en-
ergy to difierent
rural locales,

A total of six
hydro projects in all the four shrines have been

established 10 ensure reguiar power supply 1o all
Char Dhams and uphill regions.

Solar Streetlight/High Mast Light
This community-centric program concentrates
on installing solar street and high mast lights in
rural areas, improving safety.

National Biogas Program

in collaboration with the Ministry of New &
Renewable Energy, the Government of India,
UREDA is implementing the National Biogas Pro-
gram 1o meet rural energy nesds. The program
offers financial assistance of 217,000 for 1 cubic
meter biogas plants and 222,000 for 2-4 cubic
solutions in rural areas.

Energy Conservation Program

UREDA's energy conservation efforts incude
developing moded villages to raise public
awareness about energy savings. initiatives such
as replacing conventional bulbs, tube lights, and
fans with energy-efficient devices in govemn-
ment schools, health centers, and other public
buildings are underway.
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enforcing a cutting-edge distribution
network and maximizing consumer
satisfaction through IT-enabled solutions.
Significant accomplishments include a re-
cord revenue collection of Rs. 9,880 Crore
in FY 2023-24, a substantial decrease

in AT&C losses to 14.85%, and securing
the 1st position among Himalayan states
in the latest Consumer Service Rating of
Discom (CSRD) by the REC.

The corporation has adopted techno-
logical advances, such as the *Consumer
Self-Service” mobile application and the
Field Activity Management (FAM) mobile
application, to enhance service delivery
and operational efficiency. In FY 2023-24,
UPCL ensured an impressive average
power supply of 23:41 hours per day in

eding the charge In
energy sector excellence

ttarakhand Power Corporation

Limited (UPCL) is a supreme entity

in the energy sector, serving over
2.9 million electricity consumers
across Uttarakhand. With an expansive
infrastructure that containg more than 375
substations, over 45,000 KM of 11 KV lines,
and upwards of 70,000 KM of low-tension
lines, UPCL is dedicated to delivering reliable
electricity to all parts of the state.

UPCL'S mission is to empower the

socio-economic growth of Uttarakhand by

urban areas and 23:28 hours per day in rural
Areas.

UPCL's dedication to quality and
governance is evidenced by its vanous
certifications and awards, including
NABL certification for its test laboratories
and IS0 9001:2015 certification for
its corporate office. These efforts
highlight UPCL's dedication to providing
rediable electricity and driving
Uttarakhand's socio-economic

»> Pushkar Singh Dhami, CM, Uttarakhand, inaugurates RMU works at Uttarkashi

CM Dhami inaugurates
RMU works in Uttarkashi

er generation capabilities in Uttarakhand, Cm

Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated the Reno-
works at the Tiloth Power House, operated by
Uttarakhand Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited (UJVNL).
This initiative aims to refuvenale aging power
infrastructure and boost electricity output.

The RMU project targets power houses with
outdated equipment and diminshing generation
capacity. Af the Tiloth Power House, extensive
repairs and renovations of the existing machin-
ery have been undertaken, This initiative has
successfully increased the installed capacity
from 90 MW to 94.5 MW, lzading 1o a remark-
able surge in annual electricity generation.

Prior to the RMU, the Tiloth Power House
produced approximately 397 million units of
electricity per year. Post-upgrade, this figure is

Inaﬁﬂﬂnmmﬁuﬂm&um—

reflecting an impressive increasa of nearly 22%.
Additionally, the availability of machinery has
improved from 73.67% 1o 77.5%, ensuring
more reliable power supply. Financially, the RMU
project is projected to significantly enhance
revenue. Previously generating around Rs 57
crore annually, the Tiloth Power House iS5 now
expected 10 yield approximatedy Rs 97 crore—a
potential increase of Rs 40 crore. This uplick in
production and revenue s set to not only botster
the financial heafth of UJVNL but also contribute
positively to the state's economy,

CM Dhami emphasised the importance of
such initiatives in strengthening the state's
power supply system, asserting that the
advancements in infrastructure will ultimately
benefit both the corporation and the residents
of Uttarakhand. The successful implemen-
tation of RMU works at Tiloth Power House
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>> Pu:hhrﬁngh Dhnmf,l‘.'h!. mmthmn‘, Rﬁl‘nnuhm‘ Sundurﬂm,
secretary energy; and other dignitaries inaugurating power projects

. of prepaid smart metering, which will
Transforming  eosss
Advanced Metering infrastructure
(AN, This technology will automate
Uttarakhand’s =5
FAKNANO'S By
Uttarakhand's distribution
infrastructure will expenience extensive
power supply s
conductors, installing additional
high-tension lines, and deploying
Ministry of Power, Government of india, has Adtal Bunched Cables (ABC) and High
established the Revamped Distribution Sector Voltage Distribution Systems (HVDS)
Scheme (RDSS) to revolutionize electricity in high-loss areas
distribution across india. For Uttarakhand, the Power The scheme also focuses on
Fnance Corporation Limited (PFC) is the nodal agency  skill devedopment and capacity
for enforcing this transiormative scheme. building, Inciuding training personnel
The RDSS seeks to improve the power supply and running CONSUMEr SWareness
experience for consumers in Uttarakhand with pivotal programs. With a sanctioned
objectives, including improving quality and reliabiity,  cost of Rs 2,526.17 crore for
reducing Apgregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C)  loss reduction and prepasd smart
losses o 12-15% by 2024-25, and eliminating the gap  metering components, the RDSS aims
between Average Cost of Supply (ACS) and Average in create a sustainable and
Revenue Realized (ARR) by the same year, efficient power supply system in

A critical component of the RDSS is the infroduction  Uttarakhand.

Stalelyoyeriin

he Pushkar Singh Dhami-led

government in Uttarakhand has

prompted a project to furnish a 50%
subsidy to consumers using less than 100
units of electricity per month. This scheme
i anticipated to cost the state government
Rs. 130 crore annually, and aims to benefit
over 11 lakh power ConSumers.

Energy Secretary R Meenakshi

Sundaram explained that the estimat-
ed expenditure is based on previous
electricity bills, with Rs. 260 crore worth
of electricity consumed by thase using
less than 100 units last year. Under the
scheme, consumers using more than 100
units will have to pay the full amount.

The subsidy will also extend to
consumers in the hilly areas ol
Uttarakhand, providing ease 1o users
with a power load of up 1o 1 KW

The subsidy will also extend to
consumers in the hilly areas of Uttara-
khand, providing ease to users with a
power load of up to 1 KW. This initiative,
announced by Chief Minister Pushbar
Singh Dhami on his birthday, reflects the
government's adherence to lessening the
economic burden on low-consumption
electricity users in the state.




THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 16,2024

8 EXPRESS NETWORK

—  BRIEFLY —

JAMMU & KASHMIR
2 teensdriving
SUVdiein
road accident

Srinagar: Two teenage
boys died and as many
were injured when their
carrammed into a station-
ary truck before hitting a
road divider, sparking calls
from various quarters, in-
cluding political parties, for
strict action on underage
drivingin Kashmir. The ac-
cident occurred on
Thursday at Tengpora on
the Srinagar-Baramulla
highway when the
teenagers were driving an
SUV. CCTV footage of the
incident has been widely
circulated on social media.
The deceased were identi-
fied as Hamaad and
Aseem Sofi,both 17.Of the
two other personsinjured,
one of them is critical.
Politicians, including J&K
CM Omar Abdullah, ex-
pressed grief over the loss
of lives. PTI

NEW DELHI

700kgdrugs
seized off
Gujarat coast

New Delhi: In a joint oper-
ation, the NCB, Navy, and
the anti-terrorist squad of
Gujarat Police seized
around 700 kg of
methamphetamine from
aboat off Porbandar coast
and held eight people who
identified themselves as
Iranians, officials said
Friday. “This week, in a
jointoperation carried out
by the NCB, Navy, and ATS
Gujarat Police, a huge con-
signment of approxi-
mately 700 kg of metham-
phetamine was
intercepted in Indian
Territorial Waters. During
this operation, eight for-
eign nationals were ar-
rested who claimed to be
Iranians,” NCB Deputy
Director General
(Operations) Gyaneshwar
Singh said. ENS

MANIPUR
Jawaninjuredin
gunfight near
Myanmar border

Imphal: One jawan of the
3 Assam Rifles (AR) suf-
fered a bullet injuryina
gunfight with militants,
suspected to be valley-
based, Friday morning
along the Indo-Myanmar
border (IMB) in Kamjong
district. According to
sources, the incident oc-
curred along the Indo-
Myanmar border near pil-
lar numbers 85 and 86,
around 9 am near
Kongkan Thana.
Reportedly a handful of
militants tried to cross the
border when they encoun-
tered security forces
guarding the border re-
sulting in an exchange of
firefight between the two
sides. The injured jawan
hasbeenidentified as Bhoj
Ram Sahoo, 45. The casu-
alties on the part of the
militants could not be as-
certained. ENS
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Not at WTO, COPs, where do you want to Kerala HC wants
discuss CBAM: India, China confront EU

EXPRESS AT COP29

AMITABH SINHA
BAKU,NOVEMBER 15

CHINA AND India confronted the
European Union (EU) once again
on Friday on theissue of trade bar-
riers disguised as climate action
and warned that unilateral trade
measures could be detrimental to
multilateral cooperation.

China and India, along with
other BASIC country partners
Brazil and South Africa, have
been complaining against the
Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM)introduced
by the EU last year. CBAM seeks
toimpose a tax on a certain class

of goods imported in the EU, if
the production of those goods
had an emission footprint higher
than the emission standards in
EU. Ostensibly a step to control
emissions, CBAM will have the
effect of goods from developing
countries like China or India be-
coming non-competitive in the
European markets.

When European countries
said that a climate change confer-
ence was not the appropriate fo-
rum to discuss trade-related is-
sues, China Friday put forward
officials who had raised this issue
at the recent World Trade
Organisation (WTO) meetings.
Those officials reminded Europe
that they had turned down the
discussion at WTO meetings as
well.

On the opening day of the
COP29 meeting Monday, China,
on behalf of the BASIC countries,
had moved a proposal toinclude
a discussion on “unilateral re-
strictive trade measures” — with-

Probe into Bengal tablet
fraud widens: 1,911 students
affected; 93 FIRs, 11 arrests

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA,NOVEMBER 15

THE WEST Bengal Police have reg-
istered 93 FIRs and arrested 11
people in connection with an al-
leged tablet fund diversion fraud
in which money meant for tablets
for school students was fraudu-
lently transferred by hacking into
the state education department’s
portal, officers said on Friday.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday said her ad-
ministrationis “strong, rough and
tough” and would not tolerate
such “scams”, adding that the
TMC government has formed a
special team to probe the issue.
Till date, atleast 1,911 students
- intended beneficiaries of the
state government's Taruner
Swapna scheme - fromacross the
state have alleged that they have
not received money (Rs 10,000)
for buying tablets, police added.
The West Bengal Police on Friday

Mob scales Doon
School walls to
demolish ‘illegal’
mazar on campus

Dehradun: Aright-wing outfit al-
legedly demolished what they
claimed was an illegally con-
structed mazar inside a presti-
gious residential school in
Dehradun, Wednesday.

Members of Sanatan
Sanskriti streamed the alleged
demolition live on social media,
sparking a row over the security
breach at Doon School.

Radha Dhoni, the president
of the group, alleged the struc-
ture violated the CM'’s directive
against religious edifices in pub-
licinstitutions.

Doon School has refused to
commenton theissue and has not
made a formal police complaint.
Meanwhile, Dehradun DM Savin
Bansal told the media that the ad-
ministration had notissued dem-
olition orders. ENS

formed a Joint Investigation
Monitoring Team comprising at
least two ADGs and other senior
officers to probe the matter.

The Taruner Swapna scheme
is an initiative under which the
government transfers Rs 10,000
to the bank accounts of each (eli-
gible) higher secondary student
of government schools to pur-
chase a tablet or mobile phone.
Students from at least 15 districts
of West Bengal, including Kolkata,
have been affected. Earlier, the
Kolkata and Malda police set up
Special Investigation Teams (SITs)
to probe the matter.

“Ajoint team of senior officers
is investigating the issue and 11
people have been arrested so far,”
said ADG (South Bengal) Supratim
Sarkar. As per government data,
around 16 lakh students were el-
igible for receiving the money. 99
per cent students received the
money and 0.01 per cent students
didn't. A total of 1,911 students
have been affected.”

out mentioning CBAM — in the
formal agenda of the COP meet-
ing. The EU had strongly opposed
the move, and decisions at COP
are taken only by consensus. The
COP presidency — the host coun-
try presides over the conference
— had then referred the matter
forinformal presidential consul-
tations — the first round was held
Friday morning.

The BASIC group said CBAM
unfairly targeted developing
countries. Chinese and Indian
negotiators also argued that it vi-
olated several provisions of ex-
isting international regulations
related to both trade and climate
change. The EU, however, denied
that CBAM was aimed at any
particular group of countries or
was discriminatory.

The consultations remained
inconclusive, and the COP pres-
idency said another round
would be convened next week.
These consultations are unlikely
to result in the issue of trade

measures getting included on
the formal agenda — the original
demand of the BASIC countries
— since the agenda once adopted
at the start of the meeting is not
altered. But the BASIC countries
are keen to keep the issue alive.

Meanwhile, India once again
insisted that the attempts by the
developed countries to evade
their responsibilities on climate
finance would not be acceptable
to the developing nations.

India was, in particular, refer-
ring to proposals about a bulk of
climate finance flows in the
coming years would be in the
form of investments.

COP29 is hoping to deliver a
comprehensive agreement on fi-
nance to enable greater flows of
money for climate action. Called
the New Cumulative Quantitative
Goal on climate finance (NCQG),
the expected agreement is sup-
posed to mobilise at least a trillion
dollars every year for climate ac-
tion, through various sources. But

ON (GURPURAB

India said this entire amount must
be raised by developed countries
tohelp the developing nations, asis
their mandated responsibility un-
der the UN Framework Convention
and the Paris Agreement.

India’s point is that if invest-
ments in green projects are also
counted as climate finance, this
would partially, shift the burden
of mobilising resources on the
developing countries as they can
be blamed for not creating the
right conditions for attracting in-
vestments.

“NCQG cannot be changed
into an investment goal when it
isa unidirectional provision and
mobilisation goal (in Paris
Agreement) from the developed
to the developing countries.
Paris Agreement is clear on who
is to provide and mobilise the cli-
mate finance — it is the devel-
oped countries,” India said,
while speaking on behalf of Like
Minded Developing Countries
(LMDC).

Devotees at a langar at the Gurdwara Singh Sabha in Ludhiana on Friday. Gurmeet Singh

Govt steps to ease shipments spur rice
exports to cross $1 billion mark in Oct

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

INDIA’S RICE exports crossed the
$1 billion figure in October, fol-
lowing a slew of measures taken
by the government to ease rice
shipments.

According to the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry data re-
leased Thursday, rice exports
valued $1,050.93 million in
October 2024, whichis 85.79 per
cent higher as compared to
$565.65 million in the same
month last year. The rice exports
were at $694.35 million in
September this year.

The sharp jump in rice ship-
ments comes after the govern-
ment took several steps to ease
rice exports in the last two
months. On September 28, the

INDIA’S RICE EXPORTS (IN SMILLION)
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Centre had lifted the ban on ex-
port of non-basmati white rice.

After that,on October 23, the
government removed the $490
per tonne minimum export
price (MEP) bar. On September
27,the government removed the

20% export duty on non-basmati
white rice, and halved export
duty on three other categories of
rice. The duty on ‘rice in the husk
(paddy or rough), ‘husked
(brown)rice’,and ‘parboiled rice’
was reduced from 20 per cent to

10 per cent and eventually made
nil on October 22.

With a jump in October, the
overall rice export increased by
5.27 per cent to $6,171.35 million
during the first seven months
(April-October) of 2024-25, as
compared to $5,862.23 million
in the corresponding period last
fiscal. Till the end of September,
this year, India’s overall rice ex-
ports ($5,120.43 million) were
3.33 per cent lower as compared
to $5,296.58 million during the
first half of the last financial year.

India is the second largest
producer and the biggest ex-
porter of rice, next only to China,
and the two countries account
for over half of the world’s rice
production.

China, however, is also the
biggest consumer of rice, leaving
little for exports.
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Court says no religion mandates use
of elephants in festivals, issues norms

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
NOVEMBER 15

THE KERALA High Court has ob-
served that there is no “essential
religious practice” that “mandates
the use of elephants in festivals”,
andissued guidelines for regulat-
ing the number of elephants that
can be deployed on the basis of
the space available, and capping
the time that the animals can be
paraded to three hours at a time.

The guidelines, issued on
Thursday, have upset the organ-
isers of Kerala’s iconic Thrissur
Pooram festival, at which deco-
rated elephants are a major at-
traction.

The court raised concerns,
pointing out that over 30 per
cent of captive elephants in the
state have died in the last seven
years. As per court documents,
there were 509 captive ele-
phants in the state in 2018, and
160 of them have died.

In proceedings initiated suo
motu on “matters pertaining to
inaction of the government in
protection of animal rights”, a
Division Bench of Justices A K
Jayasankaran Nambiar and P
Gopinath on Thursday said the
state should strictly implement
the Kerala Captive Elephants
(Management and
Maintenance) Rules, 2012.

According to the guidelines is-
sued by the court, elephants must
getarest period, which will notbe
less than three days, between two
exhibitions; the temporary teth-
ering facility for elephants should
be clean and spacious; there
should be adequate space for ex-
hibition or parading of elephants;
the number of elephants paraded
should be decided based on the
available space; elephants should
not be paraded on public roads
duringday time; and their parad-
ing should not last for more than
three hours ata time.

Reacting to the court direc-
tive, Girish Kumar, the secretary
of the Thiruvambadi temple
board that organises Thrissur
Pooram, said on Friday: “If we fol-
low the restrictions, Pooram will
have to be shifted to a vast
ground or paddy field. The direc-
tion that a particular amount of
space (eight metres) should be
left between two elephants is
meant to destroy madathil var-
avu and elanjithara melam (ma-
jor attractions of the festival in-
volving elephants). Certain NGOs
are out to destroy festivals.”

Kerala Forest Minister A K
Saseendran said the government
would examine the court guide-
lines and move an appeal if re-
quired. “Steps will be taken for the
smooth conduct of Pooram and
other festivals in the traditional
manner,” he said.

Bandhavgarh jumbo
deaths: NGT sends
notice to MP, Centre__

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

TAKING SUO motu cognizance of
news reports on the death of 10
elephants in Madhya Pradesh’s
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR)
last month, the National Green
Tribunal’s principal bench has is-
sued notice to the state and the
Union government.

The tribunal directed them to
file affidavits by the second week
of December after noting that
there seemed tobe indications re-
garding violation of the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980, and the
Environment Protection Act, 1986.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and consisting of ju-
dicial member Justice Arun
Kumar Tyagi and expert member
Afroz Ahmad passed the order on
Tuesday, which was made public
on Thursday. The case was then
transferred to the NGT’s central
zone bench in Bhopal.

The tribunal order said the
matter relates to the mysterious
death of 10 elephants in BTR and
that initial investigations have
linked the deaths to contamina-
tion due to Kodo millets. It noted

What
toxicology
reportsays

EXPLAINED

ACCORDING TO the toxi-
cology report of the 10 ele-
phants that died at BTR,
they had consumed a
“large quantity” of Kodo
millet plants that were
fungus-infected. The re-
port also rejected suspi-
cions that the elephants
may have been intention-
ally poisoned. This was af-
ter the samples tested
negative for several other
toxic substances.

that samples have been sent for
analysis to Indian Veterinary
Research Institute (IVRI), Uttar
Pradesh,and aforensiclabin Sagar
district, Madhya Pradesh.

The order also noted, “The
news item highlights that Kodo
millet... when contaminated with
mycotoxins, it can be susceptible
to fungal contamination, partic-
ularly during the monsoon sea-
son, when the crop is harvested
indamp conditions.”

Her sister’s killers felicitated, Kavitha Lankesh asks: Are they martyrs?

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 15

FROM BEING the prosecution’s
Witness Number 1 to filing inter-
ventions in the courts to prevent
the accused from being let off,
from staging protests to writing
and speaking out — for seven
years since her elder sister Gauri
Lankesh’s murder, Kavitha
Lankesh has foughtalong, relent-
less battle.

Kavitha's efforts suffered a set-
back recently whena special court
in Bengaluru granted bail on
October 10 — in the midst of the
murder trial — to eight personsar-
rested in 2018 by an SIT of the
Karnataka police for Gauri’s mur-
der. With that, 16 of the 17 ar-
rested in the case have now been
granted bail in the case. Of the 16,
11 have walked free so far and five
remainin prison onaccountof be-
ing accused in other cases.

Two days after they walked
out of jail, two of the accused —al-
leged shooter Parashuram
Waghmore, a former member of
the Sri Rama Sene, and Manohar
Edave, arecruiter for the Hindutva
crime syndicate accused in the
murder — were felicitated by
Hindutva activists in Karnataka’s
Vijayapuradistrict. Another of the
accused, Srikanth Pangarkar, who
was released on bail by the High
Court on September 4 this year,
was even inducted into the Shiv
Sena, though the decision was re-
voked following public outrage.

Earlier this year, former BJP MP
from Mysuru Prathap Simha
greeted K T Naveen Kumar, an-
other of the accused in the case
who was released on bail by the
High Court, at his home in
Mandya. “The accused getting bail
is fine and constitutionally right,
but then going and celebrating
and getting honoured is very dis-
turbing. They have not been given

a clean chit and it is not that they
are no longer accused. Are these
guys martyrs or freedom fighters
for them to be honoured?,” she
tells The Indian Express in
Bengaluru.

Kavitha has decided to write
to the trial court and the Congress
government in Karnataka on the
felicitations of the accused.

“There is a sense that the rule
for bail is applied differently for
different people. So many people
who were suffering in jail were
denied bail for so many years —
Umar Khalid, Sai Baba who died
recently, Fr Stan Swamy, all those
activists...,” says Kavitha, the
younger of the two daughters of
celebrated Kannada writer-jour-
nalist, the late P Lankesh, who
founded the Lankesh Patrike.

What is exasperating about
the bail granted to Gauri’s alleged
killers, she says, is that the accused
areinvolved “in four murders that
are interconnected”.

Kavitha Lankesh with a
portrait of her sister Gauri
Lankesh, who was killed
outside her homein 2017

The members of the Right-
wing crime syndicate accused in
Gauri’s murder were also accused
of the murders of 69-year-old ra-
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tionalist Narendra Dabholkar in
Pune on August 20,2013, and that
of 81-year-old leftist thinker
Govind Pansare in Kolhapur on
February 16, 2015 (both in
Maharashtra), and 77-year-old
scholar M M Kalburgiin Dharwad
in Karnataka on August 30, 2015.

Despite the setbacks, Kavitha
has soldiered on.In 2022, her doc-
umentary Gauri won the best film
award at the South Asian Film
Festival of Montreal and the Best
Human Rights Film at the Toronto
Women'’s Film Festival in 2022.

It was while working on Gauri
that Kavitha came face to face
with the lives her sister had
touched through her work.

“While working on the docu-
mentary, | met so many people
Gauri worked with — displaced
tribals from Diddahalli, people
from Bababudangiri (where she
worked for harmony)... that’s
whenlrealised the causes she was
fighting for. Until then, she was in

herownworld andIwasinmine...
selfish and concerned only with
my own family, my daughter and
my things,” says the 49-year-old
filmmaker.

“Also, the day after Gauri went,
we had kept her body for public
viewing. So many people turned
up.ldid not expect so many. That
is when I realised that she has
made a massive impact.” It’s this
realisation — “that you need peo-
ple like Gauri for a larger picture”
—that transformed a self-effacing
Kavitha into the public face of her
family’s quest for justice.

“Beingin publicisdifficultand
I tend to avoid it because I am not
a very public person or speaker.
But for my sister’sissues, I have to
go, [ thought. People would have
made a lot of effort to protest the
murder and I felt Imust show sol-
idarity as a family member even
if[am not a great speaker in pub-
lic. Whenit comes to talking about
politics,lam not very articulate.In

my heart]am secular and consti-
tutionally aware, but as a speaker
onissues [am not confident,” she
says. “There are arguments that
she (Gauri)wentoverboard...I say
to them, fine, if you are opposed
toit, you can argue, file a case, but
not kill somebody,” she says.

Despite her best efforts to stay
strong, Kavitha has found herself
breaking down on a few occa-
sions. One of the deeply emotional
moments for Kavitha was when
she was called to the witness box
in the trial court to testify as court
witness Number 1 onJuly4,2022.

She choked back tearsin court
as she maintained her position
that her sister was targeted by the
Right-wing for her writing and
speeches. “When Iwent as a wit-
ness, I could not face the video
where the killers were presented
incourt. It was very, very disturb-
ing.1did not have the hearttolook
atthem,” she says.

Since her appearance asawit-

ness, Kavitha has been gathering
updates on the progress of the trial
from Special Public Prosecutor S
Balakrishnan and former col-
leagues of her sister. “To go per-
sonally and face all these thingsis
very difficult for me. I keep getting
the updates onthe case,” she says.

Kavitha says that growing up,
she and her sister were very so-
cially conscious — a trait she at-
tributes toa hard wiring and their
way of life. “Itis the way we lived,
the way we read, the way we were
brought up. When Appa (P
Lankesh)was in theatre or film or
writing, he fought against a lot of
injustices,” says Kavitha, who is
now the president of FIRE (Film
Industry for Rights and Equality),
anewly formed group fighting for
women’srights and against abuse
in the Kannada film industry.

“Itis such a patriarchal society
everywhere and especially in the
filmindustry.Iwill stand for what
Ibelieve in,” she says.
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10 newborns die in Jhansi
medical college blaze

Inquiry panel, comprising Commissioner, DIG formed

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, NOVEMBER 15

TEN NEWBORNS died after a
fire broke out in the neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU) of
state-run Maharani Laxmi Bai
Medical College in Uttar
Pradesh’s Jhansi on Friday
night.

According to officials, sev-
eral fire brigade vehicles were
rushed to the spot, and dozens
of children were rescued,
but several newborns did not
make it.

The fire also led to a stam-
pede-like situation at the hos-
pital, officials said.

Visuals from outside the
hospital showed anguished
parents breaking down. “Mera
bacha mara hai (my child is
dead),” said a man, hyperven-
tilating, as two women wailed
behind him.

Visuals also showed charred
equipment in the ward where

the newborns were ostensibly
kept. Several people could be
seen climbing out of windows
that had blackened borders be-
cause of the thick smoke.

Jhansi District Magistrate
Avinash Kumar told mediaper-
sons that staff at the NICU told
officials that the fire broke out
between 10:30 and 10:45 pm.

The NICU has two sections
— the outer unit for babies in a
stable condition and the inner
unit for those in a critical condi-
tion. The fire is suspected to
have originated in the inner
unit, possibly caused by a short
circuit.

“Almost all the babies in the
outer unit are safe. However, 10
babies who were in the inner
unit lost their lives. Many oth-
ers were rescued, and rescue
operations are still underway,”
the DM said. He added that the
injured babies are being
treated.

A two-member inquiry
committee, comprising the

Online job fraud: Bengaluru
Police finds links to 43 cases,
arrest four from Rajasthan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,NOVEMBER 15

THE BENGALURU Police have ar-
rested four persons from
Rajasthanin connection withan
online job fraud and found that
the bank accounts used for the
alleged offence has links to 43
cases in 15 states.

A case was registered in
September this year about a Rs
12.43 lakh fraud in which the
complainant was promised big
payments after being offered
part-time job and told to trans-
fer 712,43,250 to various bank
accounts.

The probe revealed that the
funds swindled were transferred
to 14 bank accounts and many of
those who opened the “mule ac-
counts” were students.

Police tracked the mobile
numbers of the persons who
lured the students to open the ac-
counts and traced them to
Rajasthan — Abhay Dhan, 19,
Aravind Kumar 19, both from
Jodhpur, and Saway Singh, 21,
Pavan Bishnoi, 18, from Jaisalmer.
They were remanded in judicial

‘Liquor ban means big money for officials”
HC pulls up Bihar govt over prohibition law

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,NOVEMBER 15

COMING DOWN heavily on the
Bihar government’s prohibition
law, the Patna High Court has said
that the legislation has “givenrise
to unauthorised trade of liquor
and other contraband items” and
has become a tool for govern-
ment officials to make “big
money”.

“The draconian provisions
have become handy for the po-

First power transmission
from Nepal to Bangladesh
via Indian grid begins

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE FIRST power transmission from Nepal to
Bangladesh via the national grid of India started on

Friday.

Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, inaugu-
rated the facility, along with Md. Fouzul Kabir Khan,

Adviser, Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral sielisnnin
Resources, Bangladesh, and Dipak Khadka, Minister | |si. Name of - . . Date of Demand|  Date of Amount
.. Branch Borrower/ Description of immovable property/ies Notice Under | Symbolic -
of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation, Nepal | |No. Guarantor 13(2) Possession Outstanding
thrc;‘légc;l(l)? C;/ilrrltgu‘?(l)et\;leents,;r; :Eecll]atl,sttﬁteeg\l/eefgtss\lg-s 1 i I'(Mr. Ha[l;t_an_:lrsa/ Security: Land & Building in the name 'of Mr. Harendra K.umar 04.07.2024 | 13.11.2024 RRs. 541F9_40.|fl7kh
hosted by the Ministry of Energy, Water Resources g umar Dixit 5/0 | Dixit, S/o Late Sher Lal Dixit, Deed NO".2793’ Khata No.: 197, (Rupees Five La
d [rrication. G ¢ fN’ | o |Late SherLal Dixit|Plot No.: 241, Area: 15 Dhur, Location: Mauza: Jalalpur, Forty One Thousand
and frrigation, Government of Nepal. = & Mr. Vikash | (Abhimanyu Nagar), Pargana: Phulwari Sarif, Thana No.: 22, Nine hundred Forty and
This occasion marks the ﬁ.rSt trilateral power N Kumar S/o Mr. | Boundary:- North: Shiv Prasad Singh, South: Smt. Chanchala Eighty Seven Paise
transaction that has been carried out through the i Harendra Kumar | Devi, East: Chitranjan Singh, West: Rasta 16 Ft. only) as on 03/07/2024
Indian grid, it stated. Dixit and interest thereon.
~ The Government of Indiahad announceditsdeci- | | 5 | Mr. Dharmendra |Security: Land & Building in the name of Dharmendra Panday| 2.08.2024 13.11.2024 Rs. 1613881.00
sion to facilitate the first trilateral power transaction g Panday S/o  |S/o Sahdev Panday, Deed No.: Mortgage Deed No. 12221 (Rupees Sixteen Lakh
from Nepal to Bangladesh, through Indian grid with < | Sahdev Panday & |dated 20.12.2017, Khata No.: 143, Khesra No.: 592, Plot No.: Thirteen Thousand
an exportof up to 40 MW of power during the visit of : Shabnam Kumari|1579, Area : 10 Dhur, Location: Mauza : Saidpur Musallah Eight hundred Eighty
the former Prime Minister of Nepal, Pushpa Kamal < D/o Mr. under Survey PS: Pirbohore Present PS: Kadamkuan, Thana One Only) as on
Dahal 'Prachanda’ to India from May 31 to June 3, § Dharmendra No.: 03, Tauzi NO.': 320, Ward No.: 13/18, Holding No.: 445/461, 02/08/2024 and interest
2023. During the visit, both sides had expressed <z£ Panday Sheet No.: 88, Dlgt.: Patna, Boundary:- North: Deep Nar_ayan thereon.
their commitment towards greater sub-regional co- T Prasad, South: Binay Kumar Panday, East: Shankar Singh,
operation, including in the energy sector, which et Pl i e P UEiee,
would lead to increased inter-linkages between the 3. Mr. Nand Kishorg Security: Land & B_uilgling in the name of Mr. Nand Kishore| 57 052024 13.11.2024 | Rs. 467152.47/- + Intt
economies for mutual benefit of all stakeholders. Ig_etr\]ta Sl\ilo rIf\te Msrl I;/I7e8t8312/205 L:te 8222|2h§nftMLehta,t' Deel\c/iI t;]lol.l : 1;:\1233 Qateq éRs. FotlI:I]I’ LakhdSixty
S ishun Mehta, Mr. [17.08. , Area: 425.5 Sqft, Location: Mohalla : Nasariganj, even thousand one
b et‘ig;fﬁ%ggg%;ﬁ?g;?g;E?ggﬁg;?gggggg é Vikash Kumar & |Beltal, Danapur, Patna, Property Details: qut No.: 794, Khata hundred fifty two and
Authority and Bangladesh Power Development Board Mr. Sonu Kumar [No.: 249, Mahal: 02/01, Thana No.: 1.7, Holding No.: 358/418, Forty Seven Paise Only
. . both S/o Mr. Nand |New: 387, PS: Danapur, Patna, Bihar, Boundary:- North: + Intt) as on 27/05/2024
was signed on October 3, 2024 inKathmandu. The start Kishore Mehta |Road, South: Janak Mahto, East: Gali, West: Prakash Mahto. and interest thereon.

of this power flow from Nepal to Bangladesh through
Indiais expected to boost sub-regional connectivity in

the power sector, it added.

custody on October 28.

“The CEN police gathered in-
formation about the bank ac-
counts of the accused. The bank
account holders were called to
the police station and interro-
gated. Many students were
found to have been used to open
mule bank accounts,” a senior
Bengaluru police officer said.

“After opening the mule bank
accounts, the accused allegedly
took away the bank account
passbook, cheque books, ATM
cards and the mobile SIM card
used to open the account from
the students,” the officer said.

“The investigations revealed
that two persons were in
Rajasthan and two were in
Bengaluru,” the police said.

Bengaluru South East CEN
police got a breakthrough when
two of the suspects came to
Bengaluru to open more bank
accounts and were detained
from a paying guest facility in
Bengaluru’s Bommanahalli on
October 20.

The Bengaluru police also
carried out searches in Udaipur
atahouse the gang was using as
abase.

lice, who are in tandem with the
smugglers,” the Patna HC said in
a scathing ruling passed on
October 19.The 24-page order by
Justice Purnendu Singh was up-
loaded on November 13.
“Innovative ideas to hood-
wink law enforcing agencies
have evolved to carry and de-
liver the contraband. Not only
the police officials (and) excise
officials, but also officers of the
state tax department and the
transport department love the
liquor ban -- for them it means

Commissioner and the DIG, has
been formed to probe the inci-
dent and submit a report to the
Chief Minister.

In a post online, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
the deaths are “extremely sad
and heartbreaking”. “The dis-
trict administration and offi-
cials concerned have been in-
structed to carry out relief and
rescue operations on a war
footing. I pray to Lord Ram to
provide salvation to the de-
parted souls and speedy recov-
ery to those injured,” he wrote.

An official statement said
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak, also the state's health
minister, and the principal sec-
retary of health have left for
Jhansi on the directions of the
CM.

In May this year, six new-
borns, aged between one day
and 25 days, died when a fire
broke out at a private neonatal
care facility in Delhi’s Vivek
Vihar. - WITHPTIINPUTS

‘ARRESTED BECAUSE HE RAISED QUESTIONS’

In Doda, lone AAP MLA joins chorus for
release of activist detained under PSA

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 15

THE ROW over the detention of
30-year-old social activist
Rehmatullah Padder under the
stringent Public Safety Act in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Doda es-
calated Thursday, with the state’s
lone Aam Aadmi Party MLA
Mehraj Malik calling on Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah to help
ensure his immediate release.

In his post on X, Doda MLA
Malik claimed the activist had
been arrested for raising a “civic
issue”. Paddar, a volunteer with
the Doda-based non-govern-
mental organisation ABABEEL,
was arrested on November 10on
charges of being an “OGW (over-
ground worker) and a sympa-
thiser of militants and continu-
ously indulges in anti-national
activities through ISI/Pak based
settled militants”.

Malik joins a growing chorus
of civil society volunteers who are

Before Uttarakhand crash
that killed 6 youths, house
party and a late-night ride

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN,NOVEMBER 15

WITH HIS family on their way to
attend a wedding in Jaipur, 25-
year-old Siddhesh Agarwal in-
vited people to his Dehradun
house for a party on the night of
Monday-Tuesday, before the
horrific car crash which left him
injured and six of his friends
dead, a prima facie probe and re-
construction of the sequence of
events suggests.

According to officials, one of
his friends, Atul Agarwal (24), ar-
rived in a new car purchased by
his father, and it is believed that
the group later decided to take it
for adrive in the city.

On the way, they picked up
Kamakshi (20) and Guneet (19).
Also in the car were Rishabh Jain
(24),Navya Goyal (23),and Kunal
Kukreja (23).

It was during this drive that
the crash took place. According
to police, the car attempted to
pass a container truck near
Kishan Nagar Chowk, but the
driver misjudged the truck’s

speed, believing he could pass
safely after it had moved ahead.
However, the car collided with it
at high speed.

Siddhesh sustained serious
injuries and is being treated at
Synergy Hospital, with officials
saying he is critical. His six
friends in the car with him all

died. According to a statement |

issued by Dehradun police,
Siddhesh's father Vipin Kumar
Agarwal haslodged a complaint
at Kotwali Cantonment regard-
ing the accident.

A case was registered under
section 106 (2) of the Bhartiya
Nyay Sanhita, which deals with
the punishment for causing
death by rash and negligent
driving and fleeing the scene
without reporting the incident.
SSP Ajai Singh told The Indian
Express that Agarwal did not
name anyone in the FIR, but got
the case registered so the cir-
cumstances under which the ac-
cident took place can be investi-
gated. Earlier, Vipin Agarwal said
he had spoken to his son at
around 9 pm on the night before
the incident.

calling for Padder’s release.

In his post, Malik claimed
Padder was detained for having
raised sanitation problems.
Padder had posted a video slam-
ming solid waste managementin
Doda’s Ward No.7, claiming that
authorities here burned garbage
despite the government spend-
ing crores of rupees on waste seg-
regation.

“This young man is detained
under PSA today, yesterday he
had raised questions on distt ad-
ministration Doda for their fail-
ure. This area could not be
cleaned but he is arrested now.
This is Swatchh Bharat of Modi,”
he said, tagging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Jammu and
Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha and Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah in the post.

Inasecond poston November
13, he said: “Appeal to Hon'ble
CM @OmarAbdullahji take upis-
sue with home ministry, that be-
fore any PSA is imposed by the

should be established at the dis-
trict/state level to examine the
dossier's authenticity. Most cases
are quashed in the first hearing as
they are often rooted in revenge.
It's a matter of the precious car-

rier of youth”.
In his order on November 9,
Doda District Magistrate

Harvinder Singh cited a police
dossier claiming that “the subject
is consistently trying to act
against the security of the State
and has been taken into custody
in the past as well to protect the
State &its citizens from his ill de-
signs”.

“The subject is a strong moti-
vator of Jihad and has good ora-
tory skills, with an ability to at-

tract a large number of people |

towards anti-national activities,
especially the youth. He has the
habit of speaking against the na-
tion, its secular values and the se-
curity forces, trying to incite the
masses, especially the youth,
which have every propensity to
create serious situations for the

state,” the order read.

The police dossier cited by the
official referred to five First
Information Reports (FIR), police
daily entries and istgassa (com-
plaints) filed against Padder.
While the FIRin 2016 accused him
of leading processions that saw
pro-Azadi and anti-India slogans
beingraised, the onesin2021 and
2023 book him for wrongful re-
straint,abduction and assault. The
fifth FIR, filed in 2024, is for ab-
ducting a civilian and assaulting
himin captivity. Meanwhile,a di-
ary entry at the Doda police sta-
tion on August 2 claimed that the
"continuous antisocial/ anti-na-
tional activities of the subject has
been enclosed herewith which

clearly indicates his active partic-
ipationin anti-social/anti-national
activities by using different apps
by using internet so that his anti-
national activities and his links
across the border with PAK/POK
based militants cannot be de-
tected and he always tries to re-
vive militancy in district Doda by
radicalising youth of the district”.
According to a senior func-
tionary of the ABABEEL who did-
n't wantto be named, Padder was
tasked with arranging blood for
patients during medical emer-
gencies. “He was a dedicated so-
cial worker who used to arrange
for blood donors and bring them
to the hospital on his own two-
wheeler,” this functionary said.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that we, the undersigned, are the Executors and Trustees
under the Last Will and Testament of the Late Sheaswantral Apamath Sharma
whereunder he has made a Pecuniary Bequest o/ in favour of one Shivi Mitlal, Despite
efforts made by us, we were unable (o locate of contact the said Shivi Mittal, We therefore
had Notices published in the “Indian Express®, Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbal and Chandigarh
Editions and in the “Financial Express”, Chennal and Bengaturu Editions, In or around the
morith of February, 2020, However, we received no information reganding the
whereabouts of the sald Shivi Mital in response o our said Public Matices,

We are therefore again issuing this Notice by way of abundant caution 1o cal upon
the: said Shivi Mitial or any person who has any knowledge of her whereabouts to contact
us within a period of Fourtean days from the date of publication heraad, al the Address |
Mobile [ Telephona Mumber mentioned below so as 1o enable us to pay and hand over

such 1mads in herf ity har,
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Office Mo, 02026354 110 2026356THY
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ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, GUWAHATI

| & siatutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Haalth and Family Welfare, Gol)
Changsarl, Kamrup, Assam-TE1101, Website: www.alimeguwahatl.ac.in

Rel No- -T2 3- 20 ANMSIGHY/ESTT, TDEPUTATION 222 Datid © 01912024

VACANCY NOTICE FOR NON-FACULTY POSTS OF
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER ON DEPUTATION BASIS

NOTICE
Motice u/s 82 of CrPC against Abdul Ghafoor Mangal S/o
Mr. Mir Abdul by the Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate-01,
02, Ground Floor, Main Builduing, Patiala House Court, New
Delhi, in relation to Ct, Case No. 14385/2017

DATE OF ORDER | 01.05.2024 [NAME OF PROCESS SERVER
DATE OF FILING OF PF
DATE OF ISSUE [15.07.2024| NUMBER OF PROCESS
NO OF DOCUMENTS
ANNEXED
EXTONEOF [21122% | oare or rerun

big money,” the Single Bench
said.

The court’s observations
were in response to a petition by
Khagaria resident Mukesh
Kumar Paswan, who was sus-
pended as inspector of Bypass
Police Station, Patna, in
November 2020 after a stash of
liquor was found in araid by the
state excise department.

The HC quashed the suspen-
sion order against Paswan by
calling it an “infringement of
natural justice”.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

ORM! Electrical, Morth Weastem Rathway
Jodhpur for & ocn behalf of President of
India, invites- E- tender for the folfowing
works. (1) Tender Mo 33/2024-25,
Name of work: Elecincal work g will
provision of construction of 21nos Type ||
21 mos Type Il and 01 no, Type IV siaif
quartars in GOTH-SWF Section and
provision of constnection of 21 nos Type
21 nos Type |l and 04 nos Type IV staff
quartars in ODMNA-GOTMN Section.
Apprax. Cost of the Work: T 28204653/
{2) Tender Mo.: GSU-ELECTG 10, MName
of work: Elactrical work in c'w Maw biock
slabon beltwesn Lanala-SONU - stalion
{24kms secton) on THM=-SLINU line and
Electrical work in cfw Mew block station
between Thalyat Hamira- Lansla {29
kma} on THM-S0OMU line. Approx. Cost
af the Werk: ¥ 5937465 .76/- {1)
Complete details of tenders can be
saan on website: hitp:fwaicirepsa_ gov.in
(2] Date & time of closing of e-tender:
06122024 uplo 1500 hes, [3) Date &
time of opaning of e-tender: Aflar 15.00
birs. om E. 12,2024 1321-Dk24
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Ct. Case. No. 14385/2017
U/S 135 (1) (a) and 135 (1) (b) of Customs Act, 1962.
DRI vs. OBEDULLAH @ OBAID AND ORS.

In the Court of Sh. Abhishek Kumar, Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate-01, Patiala House Courts, New
Delhi Proclamation Requiring The Appearance of a

Person Accused (See Section 82)

Whereas complainant has been made before me that Abdul
Ghafoor Mangal S/o Mr. Mir Abdul R/o House A-416, Gali
No. 9, Village Wazirabad, Delhi-110084 committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence punishable under
section as mentioned above, it has been retumed to a
Warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused has absconded (or is
concealing himsell to avoid the service of the warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused is
required to appear before this court to answer the said

complaint on or before next date of hearing.
Sd/-
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate-01, 02, Ground Floor,
Main Builduing, Patiala House Court, New Delhi

AlIMS Guwahal invites applicationg In the pre-scribed proforma
r past ol Administrative Olicer (Group "A° Non-taculty) on
deputation basis
SI.| Name of the Post Group Pay Scale Mo of
Ho Posts
1 |Administrative Officer| A Lovel-10 as per 7th CPC a4
(RS. 56100-177500)
Total No. of posts 01

For app

--i|;|-.-'--'l'. B SN ali

caton form, aligibility crlera, desirable qualilications’
please visil www.allmsguwahatl. ac.in
all respect along with CRs, Vigilance
=By ghoull De Sent through proper
channel (o Assistant Administralive Officer, All Indla Institute of
Medical Sclences, Guwahatl, Changsarl, Kamrup, Assam - TE1101,
The last dale lor submission of application through propear channel will
ba 30 days from the daite of publication of advertisemant in the
Employment News Sd/

Executive Director

AlIMS Guwahatl

ApDplcalions l""‘:'l'[!'i'."l"l.l 1

aarance, Imiegnhy Lartificata aic

7-28016/56/2024-PMSSY-IV(8299517)
Government of India

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

(PMSSY Division)
Room No.201-D,
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi-110011

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (PMSSY Division)
invites applications from eligible candidates for filling up
the post of Deputy Director (Administration) in Level-13
(Rs.123100-215900) (as per 7th CPC) on transfer on
deputation basis in each AIIMS at Gorakhpur (Uttar
Pradesh), Deoghar (Jharkhand), Darbhanga (Bihar) and
Rewari (Haryana).

2. For further details, please visit Website of the Ministry
& this Division i.e. https://www.mohfw.gov.in and
https://pmssy-mohfw.gov.in.

3. Detailed advertisement will be published in
Employment News. The last date of receipt of
applications will be the 45th day from the date of
publication of advertisement in Employment News.

Sd/-
(Dinesh Kumar)
Joint Director
Tele: 011-23061730

CBC-17101/11/0011/2425

Hogo d@w 3w siaar

Central Bank of India

Regional Office, B-Block, Mauryalok Complex, Patna-800001

POSSESSION NOTICE [UNDER RULE 8 (1) OF
SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002]

Notice is hereby given under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (Act), 2002 (54 of 2002), and in
exercise of the power conferred under sub-section (12) of section 13 read with [rule 3] of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule 2002. The Authorized
Officerissued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against account as mentioned herein after, calling them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date
of receipt of the said Notice. The borrower/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the under noted borrower/guarantor and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sec. 13(4)
of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the date mentioned against account. The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general
is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of Central Bank of India for the amount and
interest thereon mentioned against account herein below.
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section (13) of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the

NOTICE

Notice u/s 82 of CrPC against Mohd. Javed Khan Sfo Mr.
Guljanat Akhozada by the Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate-01, 02, Ground Floor, Main Builduing, Patiala
House Court, New Delhi, in relation to Ct. Case No.
14385/2017

DATE OF ORDER | 01.05.2024 |NAME OF PROCESS SERVER

DATE OF FILING OF PF
DATE OF ISSUE |15.07.2024| NUMBER OF PROCESS
NO OF DOCUMENTS
ANNEXED |
NEXT DATE OF |21.12.2024 |
HEARING  |at10 A.M. | DATE OF RETURN

Date : 15.11.2024
Place : Patna

Authorised officer
CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA

Ct. Case. No. 14385/2017
U/S 135 (1) (a) and 135 (1) (b) of Customs Act, 1962,
DRI vs. OBEDULLAH @ OBAID AND ORS.

In the Court of Sh. Abhishek Kumar, Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate-01, Patiala House Courts, New
Delhi Proclamation Requiring The Appearance of a

Person Accused (See Section 82)

Whereas complainant has been made before me that Mohd.

Javed Khan S/o Mr. Guljanat Akhozada R/o House A-416,

Gali No. 9, Village Wazirabad, Delhi-110084 committed (or

is suspected to have committed) the offence punishable

under section as mentioned above, it has been returned to a

Warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused

cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my

satisfaction that the said accused has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused is

required to appear before this court to answer the said

complaint on or before next date of hearing.
Sd/-
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate-01, 02, Ground Floor,
Main Builduing, Patiala House Court, New Delhi
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INTERVIEW: MAHARASHTRA CM EKNATH SHINDE

‘PM didn’t take names... slogan for unity’

® 2024

MAHARASHTRA @« JHARKHAND

“Amit Shah did not say bring Fadnavis back... At another rally, he said we will contest under the leadership of Shinde”

SINCE SPLITTING the ShivSenain
2022 and rising to the Chief
Minister’s chair, EKNATH SHINDE
has become a pillar of the ruling
Mahayutialliance in Maharashtra.
Inthe Assembly polls, heisleading
the fight against the Opposition
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA).
Talking to VALLABH OZARKAR
and SANDEEP SINGH, Shinde ap-
pears confident that the Mahayuti
government has taken enough
course-correcting measures to
win come November 23.
Interview excerpts:

Your government has
launched several projects and
schemes. Why do you think
the Mahayuti is then falling
back on slogans like ‘Batenge
toh katenge (Divided we fall)’
and ‘Ek hain toh safe hain
(United we are safe)”?

We are contesting on the de-
velopment plank. But what Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji is say-
ing is we all should be united and
he has not taken the name of any
religion or caste. He said ‘Ek hain
toh safe hain’, which means we
should be united and contest by
bringing all communities together
and increasing the voting percent-
age. The way Britishers would di-
vide and rule, the Congress is do-
ing the same and indulging in
casteist and communal politics.

Thereason behind saying this
(the slogan) is because of what
happened in the Lok Sabha polls.
We saw low polling percentage,

andsoitisbeing done(the slogan
being raised) to motivate the
Mahayuti cadre.

Are these slogans being used
todivert attention from
agrarianissues?

Unity is important for devel-
opment and to motivate cadre. As
for agrarian issues, we have re-
solved the issue of soyabean.
Under the Bhavantar Yojana, we
will be paying the difference be-
tween the MSP and the market
rate to farmers.

What happened during the
Lok Sabha polls?

The fake narrative that the
Modi government would change
the Constitution and remove
reservation led to(theresults). But
now people know the reality. On
the one hand, they speak about
the Constitution and reservation,
and on the other hand, Rahul
Gandhi goes abroad and speaks
about abolishing reservations(the
Congress leader had said the party
could think of ending reservations
only if the situation changes).

Have you been able toreverse
the Lok Sabha narrative?

Yes. We started several
schemes people are benefiting
from. We have started schemes
for sisters, brothers and farmers.
We have not left out anyone.

In Pune, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah appealed to cadre

OBC face of quota
strife, Bhujbal now
in choppy waters

ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

CHHAGAN BHUJBAL has bounced
back fromseveral challenges in his
50-year political career, including
party flips, Sharad Pawar’s anger,
and ajail stint. One of the toughest
is up ahead, as the 77-year-old
seeks toretain the Yevla Assembly
seat that he has made his bastion
since 2004.

Sharad Pawar chose Yevla for
his first political speech after the
NCP split led by nephew Ajit
Pawar lastyear. On Tuesday, when
Pawar Senior returned to Yevla to
campaign for his faction of the
party — NCP (SP) - which has put
up Manikrao Shinde as its candi-
date, he dedicated a big chunk of
his speech to Bhujbal’s “betrayal”.

His former protege had arep-
utation of ditching his mentors,
Pawar said, hinting at Bhujbal’s
parting earlier with the late Shiv
Sena supremo Bal Thackeray.

Yevla, located 250km north of
Mumbai, struggled with under-
development. This was when
some prominent local residents
decided to make an open appeal
to “asenior state politician” torep-
resent them. Sucha personality as
their MLA, the residents believed,
would get Yevla the attentionand
resources it deserved.

Bhujbal, whorose fromaveg-
etable vendor in Mumbai’s
Byculla, was struggling and un-
sure of his political future after
leaving the Sena. The Sena had
vowed to decmate Bhujbal polit-
ically and, in 1995, fielded a lowly
corporator, Bala Nadgaonkar,
handpicked by Thackeray, to
show Bhujbal his place.

In the subsequent 1999 polls,
Bhujbal did not contest. When he
did, and won, in 2004, as an NCP
candidate from Yevla, he was
made Deputy CM by Sharad
Pawar. Bhujbal has won the seat
four times since, and overseen
large-scale developmentin Yevla.

However, the anti-incum-

Bhujbal is looking to retain
his Yevla bastion. x

bency of 20 years is catching up,
with a strong undercurrent of re-
sentment against him among
party workers for “favouring”
hangers-onand family members.
Son Pankaj is a two-time MLA
from the neighbouring Nandgaon.

What set off the dip in
Bhujbal’s fortunes was his arrest
in 2014 on money laundering
charges. While his legal troubles
have now subsided, his decision
to align with Ajit Pawar and
against Sharad Pawar in the NCP
split has not gone down well in
Yevla. Many of his supporters do
not have sympathy for his deci-
sion to ditch Pawar Senior.

Bhujbal has also taken a very
strong position against the
Maratha quota. With Sharad
Pawar, a Maratha leader, having
their backing, Bhujbal,a member
of the Mali OBC group, has been
threatening any Marathareserva-
tion would not be acceptable as it
would come at the cost of OBCs.
Shinde, the NCP (SP) Yevla candi-
date, is a Maratha.

With hurdles mounting, a
more conciliatory Bhujbal has
come to the fore now. He hasbeen
asking why Sharad Pawar is “se-
lectively” targeting him, claiming
other rebel NCPleaders have faced
far less scrutiny. “People are play-
ing the caste card and spreading
the poison of casteisminsociety...
Bhujbal works for everyone,” he
has been telling voters.

FORMORELOGONTO
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O INTERVIEW

NEED NOT BRING
SLOGANS, FOCUSON
DEVELOPMENT:
PANKAJA MUNDE

Shinde said the Mahayuti will decide on CM face after polls. P11

to strengthen Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis. Is there an
issue with the CM post?

He did not say to bring
Fadnavis back, he said ensure the
victory of Mahayuti
and Fadnavis. In an-
other rally, he said

Thackeray-led Sena (UBT).
How do you see the contest
between the Senas?

We defeated them during the
Lok Sabha polls. Our strike rate
was better and vote
share increased. In
the Lok Sabha, peo-

we will contest un- ple have proved
der the leadership of : whichis the real Shiv
Eknath Shinde and Sena, and in this elec-
post-pollwe will de- THEEXPRESS tioné,l’people will fur-
cide about the CM’s ther prove it. Iss chu-
position. Ensuring INTERVIEW navmeinabdoodhka
the victory of doodh aur paani ka

Fadnavis is as a candidate.
There are no differences or
problems between us.

In the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region, in atleast 20 seats
there are straight fights
between you and the Uddhav

IMA
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paani ho jayega (In this election,
the truth will emerge) as people
are going to vote for those who
do work.

You said you will increase the
Ladki Bahin Yojana’s monthly
grant fromRs 1,500 to Rs 2,100.

The Opposition said it will give
Rs 3,000. How far will this
competitive populism go?

This very Opposition initially
opposed the scheme. But when
they realised it has become a su-
perhit... they stole the scheme
fromour agenda. We have already
said once the government is
strengthened, we will give it (the
increased instalments).

We don’t make poll jumlas
(gimmicks)like them. They make
announcements in their mani-
festo but after coming to power
they make a U-turn by saying it
was a spelling mistake. Hum
chaadar dekh kar pair failane wale
hain (We stay within our limits).

So you will not getintosucha
competition beyond your
electoral promises?

The government cannot be
run by distributing money alone.
We will not get into any competi-
tion on this.

In Vidarbha and Marathwada,
tworegions that could decide
the results, the Congress and
Sharad Pawar’s NCP (SP) are
getting traction.

In the Lok Sabha polls, there
was adifferent situation. That has
changed now. Welfare schemes
and other works of the govern-
ment have given relief to people.

After the Lok Sabha polls, the
Mahayuti said consolidation
of votes in Muslim-dominated

HAND IN HAND: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi campaigns in Godda, Jharkhand, on Friday. P11

areas favoured the MVA.

The MVA scared minorities
and Dalits by stating if Modi ji
comes back, then there would be
problems for them... Here, they
(the MVA) created fear among
Muslims voters and hence they
voted for the Opposition. But we
have not excluded Muslims from
development. Muslims are also
getting the benefit of the schemes.
[think they will rethink and realise
the Congress has only used them
as a vote bank. We don’t want to
use Muslims as a vote bank.

Whatis your view on Maratha
activist Manoj Jarange-Patil
opting out of the polls?

We have given the Marathas
what we had promised. We gave
10% reservation without touching
the quota of other communities
and formed the Justice (retd)
Sandeep Shinde Committee for
Kunbi certificates. So we will get
the benefit (of Jarange-Patil with-
drawing). Earlier governments
and Opposition leaders (of the
MVA) only used Marathas for vote
bank politics. They kept the
Marathas deprived for their own
political benefits. Now, the
Marathas will also think about it.

Fadnavis said an attempt was
made to finish him ‘politically’
during the MVA government.
You were in the government at
the time. What was that plan?
(The MVA) planned to jail BJP
leaders... ButIdid not allow it.

I HEREBY
DECLARE

BEBIDEVI,
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Sugarcane harvesting workers leaving Maharashtra. Express

With polling after
start of sugarcane
crushing season, 12
lakh may go ‘missing’

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS

DHARASHIV, SOLAPUR,
NOVEMBER 15

ATACTIC aimed at keeping sugar-
cane workers back in their native
places for voting day in
Maharashtra appears to be back-
firing for the ruling Mahayuti.

With Maharashtra sugar mills
getting licences to start their
crushing operation only on
Thursday, aday before the start of
the season, many like Raju Gurade
have already headed out to other
states for work.

Taking his toli (team) of 24
people to harvest cane in
Karnataka earlier this week,
Gurade, who is from Beed, said
waiting any longer would have
made them lose out on the har-
vesting window in Karnataka.

What about voting on
November 20?7 Gurade smiled:
“We will come back... of course
there are conditions to that.”

Sources said the delay in the
issue of licences to sugar mills for
start of the crushing operations
was onaccount of the expectation
by a high-power committee
headed by Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde that polls in Maharashtra
would be held in the second week
of November. Accordingly, it set
November 15 as the date for the
start of the crushing season, ex-
pecting the labourers to be done
voting by then.

But then came the Election
Commission announcement fix-
ing November 20 as polling day.

As part of a well-oiled mech-
anism, sugar mills arrange for
harvesting and transportation of
sugarcane from fields to their
plants. The labour for harvesting
and transportation is arranged
through middlemen, who are
paid an advance, with the
labourers getting Rs 460 per
tonne of cane harvested. Per day;,
atoli of 10-12 labourers can har-
vest 15-20 tonnes, which is pre-
cious income that cannot be
foregone.

One of the districts where mi-
grationis set to have animpacton
the poll outcome is Marathwada’s

Beed, the home district of BJP
leader Pankaja Munde and her
cousin and Agriculture Minister
Dhananjay Munde of the NCP.

Beed alone sees annual migra-
tion of 5 lakh labourers — mainly
Vanjaris - for harvesting work.
This will affect the prospects of
Dhananjay, who is contesting
from Beed, with Mundes belong-
ing to the Vanjari community.

Marathwada has been the
heart of the Maratha quota stir for
the past year, and even saw some
violence between the community
and OBC groups. Pankaja’s loss in
the Lok Sabha elections to the NCP
(SP)’s Bajrang Sonawane from
Beed - afamily turf foryears—was
attributed to the Maratha consol-
idation against the ruling
Mahayuti, whom the community
accuses of dragging its feet on the
quota issue. If the Maratha anger
again plays out, Dhananjay will
need the Vanjari votes even more
toretain his seat, whichhe wonin
2019 with the unidivided NCP.

In all, Maharashtra employs
about 8-8.5 lakh labourers for
sugar harvesting. Another four
lakh travel out to Karnataka and
Gujarat. As per an estimate of the
Maharashtra Sugarcane Cutters
and Transport Association, more
than 12 lakh sugarcane cutters
from Marathwada, North
Maharashtra and Vidarbha may
miss voting as a result. Jeewan
Rathod, the president of the asso-
ciation, has asked the government
to make arrangements to ensure
that the labourers can vote.

Rathod has also appealed to
the Bombay High Court to direct
the EC to make the arrange-
ments, and to ask the state’s
Sugar Commissioner to coordi-
nate with the sugar mills to de-
clare a holiday for workers on
election day.

A BJP leader in Beed said all
parties could try to get the labour-
ers back for voting. “But that
would involve spending on trans-
port, with no guarantee they
would actually come back.”

Sugar millsin Maharashtra,on
their part, have said that the
labourers hired from other places
in the state would be allowed to
go home to vote.
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Cong Jharkhand manifesto in ‘silence

DAMININATH &
ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE CONGRESS released its
manifesto for the Jharkhand
Assembly polls on Tuesday, a day
before the first phase, prompt-
ing a complaint by the BJP of vi-
olation of the “48-hour silence
period” before polling. What
does the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC), which is enforced after
the polling dates are announced,
say on the issue?

What has the BJP alleged?

On Wednesday, BJP national
spokesperson Sambit Patra said
the Congress had violated elec-
tion laws. “Rules mandate that
parties cannot campaign and re-
lease manifestos in the ‘silence
period’, which in this case
started on Monday evening.
Despite knowing this, the
Congress released its manifesto
on Tuesday. We have submitted
a complaint to the Election
Commission,” he said.

What does the Congress say?

The Congress denies any vio-
lations of the MCC with AICC gen-
eral secretary in-charge of
Jharkhand, Ghulam Ahmad Mir
saying all parties canissue adver-
tisements and manifestos till the
lastday. “The manifesto can bere-
leased any time between the an-
nouncement of polls and polling
day. Tuesday was a day before
polling for Phase 1 butitfellin the
middle of campaigning for phase
2(onNovember 20).Ido not think
there was any violation... Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
speaking in Jharkhand on the day
of polling, but in a part of the state
where polling is duein the second
phase,” Mir said.

On the delay in releasing the
manifesto, a senior Congress
leader in Jharkhand said the doc-
ument was ready much in ad-
vance. “We had already an-
nounced guarantees with our
allies but wanted to have a sep-
arate manifesto, so we released it
(onTuesday),” the leader said.

What do MCC and the
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Congreleased its manifesto on eve of polling for first phase. x

Representation of the People
Act, 1951, say?

The MCC's “guidelines on elec-
tion manifestos” were formulated
after consultation with political
parties in 2015 following a 2013
Supreme Court directive.

The EC agreed with the parties
thatthoughitwas the latter’s right
to draft manifestos, some guide-
lines could be framed in the inter-
est of free and fair elections.

The MCC mandates the man-
ifestos “should not contain any-
thing repugnant to the ideals
and principles enshrined in the
Constitution and further that it
shall be consistent with the letter
and spirit of other provisions of
the MCC”. It also says parties
should avoid making promises
likely to “vitiate” the poll process.

In 2019, the ECamended the
guidelines to add in case of a sin-

gle-phase election, the mani-
festo shall not be released dur-
ing the prohibitory period.

The MCC haslaid downrules
even for multi-phased elections.
“In case of multi-phase elections,
manifestos shall not be released
during the prohibitory periods...
for all the phases of those elec-
tions,” the MCC rules read.

While the MCC is a moral
code of ethics, the Representation
of the People Act, 1951, carries
penalties for violations. Section
126 covers “prohibition of public
meetings during a period of 48
hours ending with an hour fixed
for conclusion of poll”. According
to this section, no person shall
convene, hold, attend, join or ad-
dress any public meeting or pro-
cession in connection with an
election in the 48-hour period. It
also prohibits displaying election
material “by means of cinemato-
graph, television or other similar
apparatus”. Violating Section 126
could attract a fine and/or two
years imprisonment. However,
the Section does not mention the
word manifesto.

period’, why a row

Has there been a precedent
when a manifesto was
released in the silence
period?

In 2014, when Narendra
Modi was its PM face, the B]P re-
leased its manifesto on April 7,
the day of Phase 1 of the Lok
Sabha polls. However, it was
done before the poll panel
amended the MCC to prohibit
releasing manifestos in the si-
lence period.

What can the ECdo in case of
aviolation?

State chief Electoral Officer K
Ravi Kumar, who has examined
the matter and sent a report to
the poll panel, has held that the
release of a manifesto during the
silence period is a violation of the
MCC. While the MCC does not
include penalties, the EC is em-
powered to take action, includ-
ing issuing warnings or censures,
directing an FIR to be filed under
the Representation of the People
Act and placing a ban on cam-
paigning by leaders or candi-
dates, in the case of a violation.
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Il BIG PICTURE
The new sugar barons

E ARE a private com-

pany in body, but co-

operativeinsoul,” de-

clares Bhairavnath

Bhagwanrao
Thombare, wearing a yellow hardhat and
standing outside the ethanol distillery at-
tached to his sugar mill in Maharashtra’s
Dharashiv district.

Thombare, 71, is the Chairman &
Managing Director of Natural Sugar & Allied
Industries Ltd, an Rs-800-crore-turnover
company that runs Maharashtra’s first ever
sugarcane mill to be set up in the private sec-
tor after more than four decades.

Itall started on September 7, 1998 — justa
week after the sugar industry was de-licenced
— when Thombare obtained an I[EM (indus-
trial entrepreneur memorandum) to estab-
lish a mill at Ranjani village in Kalamb taluka
of then Osmanabad district. That mill, which
could crush 1,250 tonnes of cane perday (tcd),
was commissioned on February 29, 2000.

Today, besides this factory that can crush
5,000 tcd, Thombare's company owns an-
other 2,500-tcd mill at Gunj-Sawana in
Mahagaon taluka of Maharashtra's Yavatmal
district. In the last 2023-24 season, the two
mills together crushed 14.94 lakh tonnes (It)
of cane procured from some 22,000 farmers.

Thombare is part of a key shift in
Maharashtra's sugar landscape — from a
state where practically only cooperative mills
were allowed to operate to one that’s signif-
icantly controlled by private barons, many of
them bigger than Thombare. In2023-24, 104
out of Maharashtra’s 207 operational mills
were private. They crushed 46.5 per cent of
the state’s cane and produced over 44 per
cent of its sugar. That's a far cry from 25 years
ago — in 1998-99, there were merely three
private factories which together produced
just 2.3% of Maharashtra’s total sugar.

With Maharashtra heading to the polls,
which way the key players of the politically
influential sugar industry — both cooperative
and private — align is being keenly watched

It all started with Vajpayee

Traditionally, sugar in Maharashtra has
been synonymous with cooperative mills.

Not surprising, given the preferential treat-
ment the mills got from successive Congress
governments, starting with Yashwantrao
Balwantrao Chavan’s, which made sure no
new private sugar factory was started after
1958. Chavan, and also Vasantdada Patil after
him, saw sugar as a tool for empowerment of
the larger rural population and their own up-
wardly mobile Maratha farming community.
Not granting any new private mill licences was
an effective way to consolidate the commu-
nity's leadership of the Congress party in
Maharashtra.

Between 1951-52 and 1998-99, the num-
ber of private mills in the state shrank from
14 to three — Ravalgaon Sugar Farm (Nashik),
New Phaltan Sugar Works (Satara) and
Saswad Mali Sugar Factory (Solapur) — while
that of cooperatives soared from 1 to 116.

As they grew in numbers, so did their po-
litical and social influence. With each mill
procuring sugarcane from 10,000 or more
farmers, it gave the chairman and directors
of the cooperatives enormous powers to
wield patronage that could extend to the po-
litical field. Often, the founder-chairman of
a cooperative sugar mill would go on to as-
sume bigger mantles like that of the local
Member of Legislative Assembly or
Parliament. They would, then, pass on the
legacy to their sons and even grandsons.
Maharashtra has had a long line of chief
ministers — from Vasantdada Patil (who
controlled the Farmers Cooperative Sugar
Factory in Sangli) to Vilasrao Deshmukh
(Manjara in Latur) — who rose through the
sahakari (cooperative) route.

Butall that is history as cooperative mills
have made way for private sugar magnates.
The credit for this goes to two men.

The first was Atal Bihari Vajpayee, whose
government at the Centre, on August 31,
1998, de-licenced the sugar industry.
Henceforth, anybody could freely set up a
sugar mill, provided it was at a minimum 15-

Four years after honour killing, Kerala family lives

For long, sugar in Maharashtra has been synonymous with the cooperative sector.
However, over the last 25 years, the landscape has changed — from three private mills in 1998-99
to over 200 now. In the run up to the elections, HARISH DAMODARAN and PARTHA SARATHI BISWAS

map this shift as private mills now account for nearly half the state’s sugar production

km radial distance from an existing or pro-
posed new factory.

The second person was Thombare, who
showed the way to other private entrepre-
neurs. Thombare is ironically someone who
cut his teeth in cooperatives. Between 1978
and 1983, he worked as chief accounts offi-
cer at the Ambajogai (Beed), Godavari Manar
(Nanded) and Jai Jawan Jai Kisan (Latur) co-
operative sugar factories. From there, he be-
came the managing director of two cooper-
ative mills — Manjara (Latur), promoted by
former Congress chief minister, the late
Vilasrao Deshmukh; and Vaidyanath (Beed),
promoted by senior Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Gopinath Munde.

As Manjara’s top executive during 1984-
1997, Thombare oversaw the setting up of
the factory and its operations from the 1986-
87 sugar season (October-September).
Munde’s Vaidyanath mill came up in arecord
11 months and, in 1998-99, was India’s first
to crush 5 It of cane during a trial season.

“I was with Vaidyanath till 1999-2000.
That was the trial season for my own factory,
which took even less time (nine months) to
be ready. I was then shuttling between the
two locations. He (Munde) let me go in early
2000 after I found him an able replacement
as managing director,” recalls Thombare.

Thombare’s Rs 18-crore project was fi-
nanced by a consortium of urban cooperative
banks that lent Rs 9 crore on the “personal
guarantee” of Munde. The remaining 50 per
cent equity funding came from the promot-
ers and some 5,000 farmer-shareholders.

“Even today, 40 per cent shares in my
company are held by 12,500 farmers...[ am
myself from a farmer family, born and
raised till primary school in this village
(Ranjani),” he says.

Over the last two decades, Thombare has
invested heavily in a string of initiatives at his
mills. The Ranjani mill has a 23-megawatt co-
generation plant (which burns bagasse, the
fibrous residue after juice is extracted from

Their star-crossed love story ended 89 days into
their marriage. With a court sentencing Haritha’s
father and uncle to life term for Aneesh’s murder,
the 23-year-old vows to fight on

SHAJUPHILIP
ELAMANNAM (PALAKKAD),NOVEMBER 15

INSIDE A cramped three-roomed tiled house
in Elamannam, a village 14 km from Kerala’s
Palakkad district, Radha, 57, watches her
daughter-in-law Haritha, 23, study for her
upcoming BBA exams.

Ever since her son Aneesh’s brutal murder four
years ago, Radha has been Haritha’s shadow,
carefully watching her every move and even
taking turns with her daily-wage labourer
husband Arumughan to accompany her to
college in Koduvayur 10 km away —allinabid
to ensure her daughter-in-law’s safety.

Recently, the Palakkad district court
sentenced Haritha’s father Prabhukumar
and uncle Suresh Kumar to life term for fa-
tally stabbing Aneesh, then 27, on
December 25, 2020.

According to the family and investigators,
it was Aneesh’s caste — he was a painter from
the backward Kodachi-Kalla caste against
Haritha's upper class and landowning Saiva
Vellala(Pillai) family — that prompted the mur-

der. At the time of the incident, Haritha and
Aneesh had been married for just 89 days.

Both Prabhukumar and Suresh are now
in jail, but that hasn’t stopped fear of death
from permeating the daily lives of Haritha
and her in-laws.

“When she has to attend her class in
Koduvayur, my husband drops her off on bike.
ThenIgo to the college in the afternoon to ac-
company her back home. If she has an exam,
[ wait outside,” Radha, who was a farmhand
until her son’s murder, tells The Indian Express.

Claiming that “my family had threatened
to finish me off too”, Haritha says she fell in
love with Aneesh, a Class 5 dropout and the
fourth of eight children, when she was in
(lass 10. “Ayear later, my family came to know
about our relationship. To break us up, my
mother would assault me, while my father
would verbally abuse me. But Aneesh gave me
courage and hope,” says Haritha.

Unlike her family, Aneesh'’s side knew
nothing of the relationship initially, says Radha.
“We only knew when they got married.”

In 2020, when Haritha turned 18, her fam-
ily found a potential groom for her in
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(Clockwise from top) Thombare at
his sugar mill in Ranjani, in
Maharashtra’s Dharashiv district;
former CMY B Chavan discouraged
private mills after 1958.

sugarcane)and a 150 kilo-litres per day distill-
ery, which supplied 3.25 crore litres of ethanol
to oil marketing companies in 2023-24, us-
ing B-heavy molasses and direct cane
juice/syrup.

Thombare has further invested in bio-di-
gesters for treating the liquid effluent (spent
wash) from the distillery to produce about
60,000 cubic meters per day of raw biogas.
This biogas, containing 60 per cent methane,
is purified to over 95 per cent (by removing
carbon dioxide and hydrogen sulphide) for
use as boiler fuel, generating another 1.5
megawatt of green power.

Another facility uses press-mud (another
byproduct of sugar manufacture), along
with napier grass and farm wastes, to pro-
duce 12,500 cubic meters/day of raw biogas
that is then purified, compressed and stored
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in cascades. This compressed biogas is sold
as ‘BioCNG’ at Rs 80/kg.

“Ours is the first sugar mill in
Maharashtra to produce BioCNG. We sell
3,500-4,000 kg daily through four outlets at
Ranjani, Dharashiv, Latur and Parli (Beed),”
says Thombare.

The Ranjani unit also has a submerged
arc furnace plant to manufacture 10,000
tonnes per year of ferromanganese and sil-
icomanganese alloys that are used in steel-
making. “We installed it in 2005 to con-
sume our surplus co-gen power that the
Maharashtra state utility wasn’t buying.
Power constitutes 60-65 per cent of the
production cost of ferroalloys,” he ex-
plained.

As Thombare paved the way for private
mills, others caught up.
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Haritha with her husband Aneesh. Special Arrangement

Coimbatore. On September 27 that year, while
her parents were in Coimbatore to fix the
match, Haritha married Aneesh atalocal tem-
ple. “We had previously decided that I should
continue with my education and secure a gov-
ernment job. But when my parents tried to
rush through with another proposal, we de-
cided to get married,” she says.

When they found out, Haritha’s furious
family filed a police complaint. The couple
was summoned to the local police station,

where they were eventually told that they
could live together. Though Haritha’s family
was warned against “harassing” them, she says
trouble began right outside the police station,
when her father threatened her saying the life
of her thali (a sacred yellow thread worn by
many South Indian brides to signify being mar-
ried) “will be only for three months”.

Their houses located just one kmapartand
sensing danger, the couple stayed with
Aneesh’s brother Arun in Alathur for a week.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

The other big players

Vilasrao Deshmukh’s Manjara Group -
managed by his sons, Amit and Dhiraj, and
brother Diliprao — has grown from one to 10
mills that together crushed 53.02 It of cane
procured from roughly 1 lakh farmers in
2023-24.Five of these are cooperatives, all in
Latur district, with a total capacity of 23,450
tcd. The rest — two in Latur and one each in
Dharashiv, Parbhani and Nanded — are under
private companies: TwentyOne Sugars,
Jagruti Sugar & Allied Industries and Manjra
Sugar Industries Ltd. Their combined capac-
ity is higher at 27,600 tcd.

Equally big are the private sugar empires
of the extended family of Sharad Pawar.

Baramati Agro, belonging to the Maratha
leader's nephew Rajendra and grandnephew
Rohit, has four mills - at Shetphalgade

The couple eventually returned to the house
in Elamannam Aneesh shared with his parents
and five other siblings. Back home, the couple
assumed that Haritha’s family would eventu-
ally accept her choice. What they didn’t expect
was how her family would murder her Aneesh.

“We didn’'t make plans to move away since
all of Aneesh’s family members were nearby.
Ithought one day my parents would welcome
Aneesh into their lives,” says Haritha.

OnDecember 25 — the 90th day of the cou-
ple’smarriage — Aneesh and his brother Arun
had gone to a nearby junction for some er-
rands. Arun had stopped for asodaand Aneesh
was waiting on a two-wheeler outside a shop
when Prabhukumar and Suresh arrived on
their bikes and attacked him with theironrods,
dragging him to a nearby ditch.

When Arun tried tointervene, they threat-
ened to beat him up too. Then, Suresh pro-
duced a knife and stabbed Aneesh multiple
times, then fleeing with Prabhukumar. By the
time some locals took him to a hospital, Aneesh
had already died. According to the postmortem
report, he had 19 fatal wounds.

Radhabelieves there could be another rea-
son why Haritha's family disliked the relation-
ship. “I had worked in the paddy field of
Haritha’s maternal uncle for many years. They
might have thought my son marrying Haritha
asaninsult to them,” she says.

According to Aneesh’s oldest brother Anil,
the couple continued to face threats through-
out the brief marriage and even complained
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(Pune), Kannad (Aurangabad), Chopda
(Jalgaon) and Jamkhed (Ahmednagar) —
with an aggregate capacity of 29,500 tcd and
crushing 34.70 It of cane in 2023-24.

Even bigger are the six mills — Daund
(Pune), Jarandeshwar (Satara), Karjat
(Ahmednagar), Omerga and Bhum
(Dharashiv), and Samsherpur (Nandurbar)
— linked to senior Pawar's estranged
nephew, Ajit Pawar, who controls the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) founded
by his uncle. These mills have a total capac-
ity of 58,000 tcd and crushed 66.96 It in the
last season, making him arguably the biggest
of the sugar barons.

Both Ajit and Rohit Pawar are contesting
this Assembly election — the former from the
family bastion of Baramati and the latter
from the Karjat Jamkhed constituency on the
rival NCP (Sharad Pawar) faction’s ticket. So
are Vilasrao Deshmukh’s sons, Amit and
Dhiraj, as Congress candidates from Latur
City and Latur Rural respectively.

How private mills flourished

The proliferation of private mills, includ-
ing the new ones promoted by politicians
(the Pawar family was traditionally associ-
ated with Baramati’s Malegaon and Shri
Someshwar cooperative factories), has partly
to do with government policy.

In the past, not only were licences re-
served for cooperatives, they were also al-
lowed to meet 70 per cent of project costs
through long-term loans from public finan-
cial institutions, with the Maharashtra gov-
ernment providing guarantees for their re-
payment. Even for the 30 per cent equity
portion, the state government subscribed up
to two-thirds of the share capital, which the
cooperatives could gradually redeem at face
value by deducting a part of the cane price
payable to farmer-members.

That party ended with both de-licencing
and the government ceasing to invest in the
equity or stand guarantee for the loans of co-
operative mills. Those who controlled the
mills found it more expedient to start private
factories on their own or even acquire sick
cooperatives. The Jarandeshwar mill, for in-
stance, was started as a cooperative by the
Maratha strongman Vasantdada Patil's wife
Shalini, before it was sold to a company al-
legedly connected to Ajit Pawar in 2010.

“When the option to file [IEMs for private
mills was made available, we went for it. It
made no difference. Ultimately, we are serv-
ing farmers,” claimed Dhiraj Deshmukh of
the Manjara Group.

Privatisation, however, did little to change
the political clout these sugar mills exercised
in Maharashtra.

A former Managing Director of the
Maharashtra State Cooperative Sugar
Factories Federation, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said, “Look at it this way —
a big mill would purchase cane from 20,000-
30,000 farmers. Other than the mill, the pro-
moter would also run a string of other estab-
lishments like educational institutes, medical
colleges etc. That is a source of both patron-
age and prestige in the area.”

Thus, while the mills may have changed
in their structure, the promoters continue to
be politically important. Take the case of the
state's Minister of Public Health and Welfare
and Shiv Sena candidate from Paranda
(Dharashiv), Tanaji Sawant. His company,
Bhairavnath Sugar Works, runs three mills
in Dharashiv and two in Solapur.

Not all private mills have been success
stories, though. Gopinath Munde’s family
floated the privately owned Pannageshwar
Sugar Mills at Renapur (Latur) in 1999. That
factory and the original Vaidyanath cooper-
ative have virtually turned sick.

The same fate has befallen Armstrong
Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd, the factories pro-
moted by NCP leader Chhagan Bhujbal’s fam-
ily at Malegaon in Nashik, and Shrigonda BJP
MLA Babanrao Pachpute's Shri Saikrupa
Sugar & Allied Industries in Ahmednagar.

Despite these setbacks, as Thombre re-
alised early on, the needle has decisively
moved in Maharashtra's sugar industry —
from cooperatives to private.

in fear

to the police. “But noaction was taken,” he says.

For Haritha, going from her well-to-do con-
crete house to Aneesh’s poorer home with no
road access made for a significant change. The
family has limited means, barely getting by
with Arumughan’s daily wage of Rs 750 from
the painting projects he undertakes in
Palakkad town.

But now, she appears to have found solace
in her husband's family. The tragic death of her
husband had affected a few exams, but she
now plans to go on with her plans — finishing
her BBA, clearing Public Service Commission
exams and eventually securingan MBA — with
herin-laws' support. “Aneesh’s parents and his
siblings take care of me very well. I don't feel
anything lacking here,” she says.

After Aneesh’s murder, the state offered
Haritha an ex-gratia compensation of Rs 10
lakh from the CM'’s distress relief fund. “I used
that tobuy three cents of land (approximately
1,306.67 sq. feet).lwant to build ahouse. A job
and a house are my dreams. I have already pe-
titioned the government for a job,” she says.

Haritha hasn’tbeenin touch with her fam-
ily since the incident, even avoiding her hus-
band’s murder trial and going to court only
when she was called for examination.

“Atthe court,Ididn’tevenlook at the faces
of my father and uncle. I want the judiciary to
give them a more severe punishment thanlife
term and will petition the government to ap-
peal against the trial court sentence. Because
nobody should have to face this fate,” she says.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BLUNT INSTRUMENT

Re-imposition of AFSPA in parts of Manipur could aggravate
distrust. Centre and state must address political failures

N THE 19 months since Manipur has been roiled by ethnic conflict, the state gov-

ernment’s actions have been restricted to empty rhetoric, blaming outsiders, im-

posing internet bans and issuing vague promises of dialogue. The Centre’s moves

to bring the warring communities to the negotiating table too have not inspired
confidence. Now, after a fresh spell of violence, the Union Home Ministry has reimposed
the Disturbed Area status under the Armed Force Special Powers Act (AFSPA) in six po-
lice stations of the state. The area covered under the Act may not be large. However, given
the history of opposition to AFSPA in Manipur — and other parts of the Northeast — the
move could aggravate the atmosphere of distrust in the state.

Ethnic identities have always played an important role in the socioeconomic life of
Manipur — they have influenced landownership patterns and shaped the contours of the
state’s political faultlines. The latest conflict began with a Meitei demand for ST status and
aKuki-Zomi pushback. The conflict has displaced people from both sides and taken a heavy
toll of lives and livelihoods of people. Today, volunteers from both communities reportedly
patrol villages as part of “defence committees”. More than 5,000 weapons looted during
the early months of the conflict remain missing. The police and the army have not been on
the same page in how to deal with the warring groups. The problem also is that the state
government continues to view the problem from the sole prism of law and order. Its blink-
ered outlook could compound the difficulties of the Armed Forces in the Northeast, at a time
when neighbouring Myanmar and Bangladesh are embroiled in political turmoil.

AFSPA was firstimposed in Manipur in 1958 in the Naga-dominated districts of Senapati,
Tamenglong and Ukhrul. In the 1960s, the Act was extended to the Kuki-Zomi-dominated
Churachandpur district. The rest of the state came under its sway in 1979, when groups in the
Meitei-dominated Imphal Valley began an armed insurgency. The sweeping powers it pro-
vides to the Armed Forces made the Act unpopular. In 2000, activist Irom Sharmila began a
hunger strike against AFSPA that would continue for 16 years. In 2004, the then-UPA gov-
ernment set up a five-member committee under former Supreme Court Justice Jeevan Reddy:.
The Commission recommended the repeal of AFSPA ayear later, describing the Act as “highly
undesirable”. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission endorsed these recommen-
dations. In recent years, the Centre has been rolling back AFSPA from several parts of the
Northeast. As Union Home Minister Amit Shah rightly pointed outin 2021, these moves have
been guided by the decline of militancy in the region, fast-tracked by the government’s de-
velopment projects. Manipur, it appears, has been an outlier. Once amongst the most pros-
perous regions in the Northeast, the state now brings up the rear in most socioeconomic list-
ings. It’s imperative, therefore, that the Centre and state government address political and
administrative failures, and not resort to blunt measures such as the restoration of AFSPA.

ANOTHER JOB SCAM

Alleged irregularities in job exam in UP will erode public trust.
Probe must be conducted and accountability fixed

MINISTER’S NEPHEW; the son of the Legislative Council secretariat-in-charge;
the son and daughter of the Department of Parliamentary Affairs-in-charge;
the son of a Deputy Lokayukta. These are some of the candidates who were se-
lected to fill administrative positions in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly and
Legislative Council after at least two rounds of tests in 2020-21. An Indian Express investiga-
tion has revealed that a fifth of the 186 vacancies for which approximately 2.5 lakh people
had applied went to relatives of officials, with at least five successful candidates connected
to owners of the two private firms that had conducted the recruitment test. For young as-
pirants competing for the security and mobility afforded by a few hundred government
jobs, these revelations would be further evidence of the odds being stacked against them.
As the Allahabad High Court observed on September 18,2023, when hearing a plea by
three unsuccessful candidates, the process is “not less than a recruitment scam”. The CBI
probe it ordered was stayed by the Supreme Court, following an appeal by the Legislative
Council, with the next hearing scheduled for January 6, 2025. Delays will add to the anxi-
ety and frustration of the youth, at a time when public trust in education and recruitment
examsis already low. Earlier this year, controversies over irregularities in NEET and NET se-
verely dented the credibility of the National Testing Agency, while an investigation by this
newspaper in February revealed 41 documented instances of paper leaks in recruitment ex-
ams, across 15 states in five years, and affecting 1.4 crore job seekers. These instances, taken
together, point to adeeper crisis that needs urgent attention. At a time when jobs that num-
ber in the mere hundreds attract lakhs of applications, it is all the more important that a
level playing-field is ensured. When the integrity of such a system is compromised, as seen
in the NEET-NET episode, it can be extremely dispiriting for young people, who have spent
years preparing for an examination that they believe will change their lives for the better.
Aprobe into these irregularities must be conducted urgently, else the erosion of already
diminishing public trust in the system will not be easy to overcome. Consider the protests
this week against the Uttar Pradesh Public Service Commission’s decision to conduct exams
in different shifts and using a normalisation system for evaluation to obviate unfair advan-
tage to candidates at any one shift. Applicants alleged that these complicated procedures
would expand the scope for corruption of the process. Of course, the demand-supply mis-
matchis solarge thatit is open to constant exploitation. For a country hoping to reap the div-
idend of a large working-age population, expanding opportunities should be top priority.

FADING STRAINS

With the demise of Pandit Ram Narayan, the sarangi
seems to have lost its glory days

HEN SARANGI GIANT Pandit Ram Narayan, a rare musician who could

coax magic out of one of India’s oldest bow instruments, passed away

last week in Mumbai at 96, the country lost a brilliant musician. The

maestro’s demise is also a cause for anxiety about the sarangi’s future.
There is no doubt that some of the younger artistes today — Sabir Khan, Kamal Sabri, Suhail
Yusuf Khan and Murad Ali — who play regularly as accompanying musicians in Hindustani
classical concerts are giving the sarangi its due and also inspiring others to take up the in-
strument. But the sarangi has been yielding in concerts to the harmonium — an extremely
versatile instrument. Add to that, the difficulty of learning to play the sarangi.

Afolkinstrument, the sarangi evolved as an important accompaniment to the music of
courtesans in the 18th and 19th centuries. The anti-nautch movement, which marginalised
these singer-performers, also degraded the status of sarangi players. The instrument was res-
urrected and put on a high pedestal by musicians such as Ram Narayan, Ustad Sultan Khan,
and Ustad Sabri Khan. Before them, maestros such as Ustad Abdul Latif Khan and Bundu Khan
played important roles in raising the sarangi’s stock. It found status as a solo instrument —
this status hangs somewhat in the balance after Ram Narayan’s demise.

Aglimpse into the sarangi’s glory days comes to the fore in a grainy video of Abdul Latif
Khan — a home baithak, where he plays while holding a cigarette and smoking it at regular
intervals. After a particularly captivating glide of the instrument’s strings, a patron takes
bundles of cash and showers them over Khan. Such pomp harkens to an era, long lost.
However, it will be tragic if the sound that mimics the human voice at its soulful best is lost.

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 16,2024

;' THE EDITORIAL PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
THE TRUE BEAUTY OF MUSIC IS THAT IT CONNECTS
PEOPLE. IT CARRIES A MESSAGE, AND WE, THE
MUSICIANS, ARE THE MESSENGERS. — Roy AYERS

Served with distinction

DY Chandrachud’s tenure as CJI was almost without

blemish. It should be celebrated, not denigrated

ABHISHEK SINGHVI

HOW DO YOU judge a Chief Justice of India
or, for that matter, any person in high office?
The tests must be contextual to the job but,
above all, if the overwhelming predominance
of any person’s work is good, praiseworthy
and positive, the fact that he has, fractionally,
committed errors, does not deserve a harsh
verdict. It only shows that he, like us all, has no
claim to divinity or infallibility. When emi-
nent persons, within and without the Bar, use
the 10 per cent test to chastise or condemn,
they not only choose to ignore the 90 per cent
glass full but do disservice both to the man
and to the institution.

The recently retired CJI, usually referred to
by his acronym DYC, firstly did what all judges,
including (]JIs, are supposed to do, but fre-
quently do not. That is the dual activity of judg-
ing and writing judgments. Both as a puisne
judge and as (JI, DYC has authored more nine,
seven, five and three-judge judgments than
any of his predecessors in the past two
decades. Seminally vital issues were jurispru-
dentially addressed with high intellectual
quality — not by mere numbers alone. They
range from the nine-judge Puttaswamy pri-
vacy judgment to Common Cause on the right
to die with dignity to Shafin Jahan on the right
to marry freely to an expansion of abortion
rights in X vs NCT. From striking down the
criminality attached to same-sex consensual
sex in Navtej to the recognition of queer cou-
ples’ right to relationships to overruling his fa-
ther not once but twice while decriminalis-
ing adultery and negating the infamous ADM
Jabalpur, DYC has painted with abroad brush.
Federalism issues, from the five-judge deci-
sion in the NCT case to the very recent nine-
judge decision in States versus Centre mining
rights, have coexisted with his judgments on
religious issues like Sabarimala and Ayodhya
as also the Electoral Bonds case.

Merits apart, to wield the pen (actually the
computer) with such dexterity has not been
seen since the 1960s and "70s. If judging and
writing judgments, and writing them well, is
the primary test for a judge (something too
easily forgotten), no fair view can say that DYC
has not passed it with flying colours. We all

Merits apart, to wield the
pen (actually the computer)
with such dexterity has not
been seen since the 1960s
and 70s. If judging and
writing judgments, and
writing them well, is the
primary test for a judge
(something too easily
forgotten), no fair view can
say that DYC has not passed
it with flying colours. We all
know judges who do not
write judgments. This one
has spanned the diversity of
federalism and democratic
governance, equality, liberty,
gender, disability, free speech
and commercial issues, apart
from significant dissents (as
in the Aadhaar case), with
consummate ease in his
judicial writings.

know judges who do not write judgments.
This one has spanned the diversity of federal-
ism and democratic governance, equality, lib-
erty, gender, disability, free speech and com-
mercial issues, apart from significant dissents
(as in the Aadhaar case), with consummate
ease in his judicial writings.

That he has been able to do it while being
on the lecture circuit, speaking across the
country on diverse issues, dealing with myr-
iad administrative and management issues of
the Supreme Court is testimony to his un-
precedented industry and diligence, rein-
forced by alifetime of discipline. It is reflected
in his self-confessed musings on being a lark
(and not an owl), yoga, alternative medicine,
diet restraint of a high order and meditation.
It is this humongous industry which has let
him leave a mark on so many issues.

Thirdly, no CJI has done so much for infra-
structure and technology. Accessibility issues,
so much in sync with his passion for facilita-
tion of the differently abled, staff training and
exam centres, staff library, a national judicial
museum, archives, the beautification of the
lawns, the new enclosed spaces with air-con-
ditioning, renovation of courtrooms and bar
rooms, media enclosures, créche facilities, the
new cafe by the differently abled, all sit ma-
jestically with his most important contribu-
tion — the institutionalisation of virtual hear-
ings in most courts and tribunals across India,
despite resistance. The use of avant garde tech-
nology and Al has yielded a huge number of
translated judgments in Hindi and regional
languages, a more efficient national judicial
grid linking all courts from the lowest to the
highest across India. Again, many of these
achievements are statistical, even boring,and
are continuous journeys not destinations, but
he does shine on all these fronts by contrast.

Fourthly, his conduct of proceedings in-
side courtrooms has been almost blemish-
less — no mean achievement amidst strong
provocations and the vicissitudes of high-pro-
file cases and sometimes irritating trivialities.
He has been polite, courteous and consider-
ate, yet firm and decisive. Hardly any advo-
cate, irrespective of seniority, has gone back

feeling that he/she has not been heard or that
his/her point is not appreciated. The presence
of such qualities, in earlier eras taken for
granted, are now remembered frequently in
the breach amidst the pressures of modern
day, over-congested judging.

There is no doubt that he could have
avoided both the “PM athome” episode as also
the pre-Ayodhya decision comment. It has led
to alot of snide remarks in the last days of an
illustrious career. But it would be wrong to as-
cribe amotivated plan of action to whatI think
isatbestan error of judgement. Contextually,
the second comment is understandable,
though may not be justifiable, coming as it did
amidst small children in his own village’s
school, who were chatting informally about
alland sundry with the illustrious son of their
village. The PM episode leaves him open toall
kinds of misinterpretations and was best
avoided. That DYC continued to explain or jus-
tify these episodes in his later retirement-eve
interviews was a third error of judgement.

Equally blameworthy may be the decision
not to decide the Shiv Sena/NCP disqualifica-
tion cases as also the NCT vs LG constitutional
cases. He listed them time and again, never
refused to hear them but allowed time to run
out under his watch. The NCT example was
even more inexplicable because two earlier
judgments, both by DYC himself, had decided
and clarified the issue in great detail, leading
to the new NCT parliamentary amendment
by the Modi government. There was no one
more familiar with the subject than himinthe
SCto decide the issue expeditiously.

In the end, I have no hesitation in saying
that all these shortcomings fall well within
the 10 per cent rule, neither besmirching nor
eroding nor erasing his spectacular achieve-
ments and lasting legacy.

The writer is fourth term MP, jurist, former
Chair, Parliamentary Standing Committees on
Commerce, Law & Home; Member, Congress
Working Committee; former Additional Soli-
citor General; senior National Spokesperson,
Congress; Chair, Cong Department on Law,
Human Rights & RTI and author

SHUBHRA GUPTA

ANTI-CLASSIST AND CHEERFUL

If there’s an ode to silly, it has to be ‘Andaz Apna Apna’

SOME FILMS BECOME cult for the right rea-
sons. That they were hidden gems, unappre-
ciated for their plots and performances. That
they had zeroed in on the high and low notes
of the times they were set in. That they were
lost in the slew of surrounding films, and
“paarkhi darkshaks in later dashaks” gathered
them up in fervent embrace.

And some films are like Andaz Apna Apna
(AAA), written and directed by Rajkumar
Santoshi, starring Aamir Khan and Salman
Khan, the two clean-cut legacy star kids who
had hit the movies right at the end of the
dreadful ‘80s and become overnight sensa-
tions. Despite its starry wattage — with
Raveena Tandon and Karisma Kapoor play-
ing the female leads, along with a whole
bunch of popular comic actors — the film dis-
appeared without having let off any notice-
able firecrackers. It’s only much later that it
was dusted off, and appropriated: Thirty
years on (the filmreleased in early November
1994), it is truly baffling why it is such a dar-
ling amongst those who worship at its altar.

[ watched it again after all those years,
and of course ithasn’'t aged well —it’s deter-
minedly mid qualities are even more glar-
ing. It feels like it was assembled as it went
along, the way so many Hindi films used to
be, back in the day. The lads and lassies, the
former in colourful shirts and mullets which
switch lengths, continuity be damned, and
the latter in bright orange and pink lipsticks
and big hair, jump about Ooty’s hillsides. The
villains show up as and when, in and out
of their den.

What struck me most, all over again, was

This is very much a 1994 film,
presenting a time of idealised
innocence, teetering on the
brink of a just-liberalised
India, when two callow gold
diggers who had clearly never
seen the inside of a gym, and
whose six packs were well
into the future, could make
you believe that they were
really after, what else,
‘sachcha pyaar’.

its anti-classist cheap-and-cheerful aesthetic.
Everyone in the film exists to tell us that re-
gardless of the exigencies of the thing that
passes for a plot — heiresses looking for true
love, layabouts in search of purpose, looka-
likes switching identities, and a bag of dia-
monds — all will end well. That happinessis
just around the corner. And most impor-
tantly, nothing matters as much as silliness:
If there’s an ode tosilly, it is Andaz Apna Apna.
When you can celebrate silliness, life is still
worth living,

The ‘90s was a decade when movies were
inrecovery mode. Except for a handful of films,
with home entertainment having nearly
steamrolled theatrical outings, Hindi cinema
had sunk from B grade to C. The back-to-back
success of two youthful romances — Aamir’s
Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak (1988) and Salman’s
Maine Pyar Kiya (1989) — brought the “gen-
try”, and optimism, back to the movies.

Santoshi himself was coming off the suc-
cess of serious dramas like Ghayal (1990) and
Damini (1993), and was looking to make a
“light” film: Andaz Apna Apna felt like such a
360 degree turnaround that it was hard to
believe that it was from the same director
who had made movies toplining the hard-
knocks-hero-and-heroine and their grim
struggle to stay afloat.

There is nothing grim about AAA. It
spreads only grins. Yes, you can groan, like I
did, at the non-stop carousel of lame jokes —
Salman revealing an ability to carry a line
lightly, even more so than Aamir, even though
both played well with each other — but you
can’t help cracking up in some places. How

else to react when Shakti Kapoor, immor-
talised as Crime Master Gogo, the nephew of
the legendary Mogambo (one of the endless
hat-tips to beloved filmi characters), leaps out
from behind yet another bush, his patently
false moustache straggling off a lip? Paresh
Rawal who may have invented the serio-
comic baddie in Bollywood has adoublerole,
and his yearning-for-riches Teja remains a
rumpled classic.

I did feel distinctly uncomfortable at
Aamir’s Amar falling all over Raveena’s
Raveena in a few songs-and-sequences (al-
most a precursor to the 1995 Dilwale Dulhania
Le Jayenge with Shah Rukh Khan doing ditto
with Kajol in the back of a Eurail compart-
ment), but again that is a post-facto insight.
Thirty years ago, as in the previous decades,
heroes and heroines were routinely bracketed
in ways which would be considered strictly
off-limits these days.

Which is really the thing — this is very
much a 1994 film, presenting a time of ide-
alised innocence, teetering on the brink of a
just-liberalised India, when two callow gold
diggers who had clearly never seen the inside
of a gym, and whose six packs were well into
the future, could make you believe that they
were really after, what else, sachcha pyaar.

Finally, it is all about the candyfloss nos-
talgia of a bygone era when you could hap-
pily wallow in the nonsense surrounding
those markers of unserious menace, Mark
and Teja. And in the belief that Amar and
Prem were forever.

shubhra.gupta@expressindia.com

NOVEMBER 16, 1984, FORTY YEARS AGO

MRS GANDHI'S ASSASSIN

POLICE INVESTIGATORS REPORT that a sen-
ior officer ordered the shooting of Indira
Gandhi’s assassins after their surrender.
Surviving assassin Satwant Singh claims
guards fired without provocation. This con-
tradicts earlier police statements that the as-
sassins were shot while resisting comman-
dos. Evidence shows they were shot in the
guard room ten minutes post-surrender.

TERRORISTS ESCAPE

SEVEN TERRORISTS FREED four colleagues
from police custody, killing one bus passen-

epaper.tndfanexpress.mm.. .

ger and injuring two police escorts near
Faridkot district in Punjab. The incident oc-
curred while the arrested terrorists were re-
turning from court to jail. The terrorists also
seized ammunition from injured policemen.
The freed terrorists were identified as Sukhdev
Singh and Kulwant Singh. Just four policemen
— three constables and one head constable —
were put on duty for as many terrorists

TAMIL NADU POLLS

THE TAMILNADU Governor, S LKhurana, dis-
solved the State Assembly on the recom-
mendation of the Council of ministers. The
Finance Minister met the governor on

November 14 to convey the Council’s deci-
sion, seeking a fresh mandate from people
for implementing socialisticand secular pro-
grammes alongside parliamentary elections.

BJP’s VISION

THE BJP’'S NATIONAL executive called for “a
new polity, new government and new lead-
ership” in the country. In a resolution passed
at their concluding session, the party com-
mitted to value-based politics, democracy
and positive secularism. The resolution em-
phasised the need for a government that rep-
resents the country’s diversity and restores
the state’s moral authority.
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PETER RONALD DESOUZA

THE STORIES OF discussions taking place in
Resident Welfare Association (RWA) chat
groups, University Alumni gatherings, the
Officer’s mess, and even in IIT Whatsapp
groups — where the scientific temper is sup-
posedly pervasive — of members being
trolled because of their religion and ethnic-
ity, I only half regarded as serious. These to
me were passing moments of toxicity.
Essential India with its philosophical open-
ness would re-emerge from such cesspools
of prejudice. I have now learnt thatIam mis-
taken. The poison has gone very deep. It has
entered the groundwater of our national soul.

Afew days ago, during an argument, I was
told to “go back to Portugal”. Not one to take
such abuse without a fight I responded and
asked my adversary to “go back to
Afghanistan”. He was outraged. “I'm not from
Afghanistan,” he roared”. “Well,'m not from
Portugal,” I said. Two things come together in
this brief exchange that are worth thinking
about. My name and his outrage. For him I
was obviously the outsider and, equally ob-
viously, he was the insider. Both for him were
self-evidently true. In this exchange, my ar-
gumentativeness faced his righteous anger.
He said he was confronting me because I was
evil. That we went to school together more
than half a century ago did not matter.

[ narrate this story because I must hon-
estly admitIwas surprised at the vitriol. There
was more abuse directed at me but Iignored
it. His educational and professional journey
seemed to have had little tempering effect on
his views, not just as an adult but as a retired
senior. What began as a discussion on an
Indian festival, soon descended into a toxic
spat watched by others who, in their silence,
appeared to endorse his views thatitwasin-
admissible for me to talk about things Indian,
especially Indian culture. What did [ know?
And who wasIanyway? An Indian on proba-
tion! Now I know what Draupadi must have
feltin the assembly when she asked the cus-
todians of dharma her question. They did not
answer. They remained silent. Itis unclear to
me if they looked down in embarrassment,
but Sanskrit pandits tell me that they did not.
Which only makes it worse!

Curiously, we were both defending the
same thing, bharatiya sanskruti. He was do-
ing it froma worldview constructed after lis-
tening to hours of lectures at Hindutva uni-
versity. An alternative view comes from
analysing the exchanges in the Constituent
Assembly. When one reads the interventions
of illustrious Indians such as Rajkumari Amrit
Kaul, KM Munshi, N Gopalaswami Ayyangar,
Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Jerome D’Souza,
Maulana Azad, S Radhakrishnan, and of
course B R Ambedkar, and others, it is clear
thatin the India they imagined both of us are
equally insiders. The word “equally” is crucial
here since what was being given to us, when
we adopted the Constitution, was equal citi-
zenship. Thatis under threat today. My story
isonly a pointer to the challenge ahead. I must
admit that in my naivete I was unprepared

My two Indias

The country I was born in will, sadly, not be one in which I will die. I was told to ‘go back to Portugal’. This
toxicity is symptomatic of mindsets that have grown across families and WhatsApp groups

for the ferocity of the onslaught. The language
of “us vs them” has clearly taken root among
educated middle-class Indians.

As I narrate this story, I'm not sure if it is
an admission of defeat. As one who has spent
more than 40 years as an educationist be-
lieving in the promise that we were building
rational minds and a rational public sphere,
the experience of both vituperation and si-
lence surprised and saddened me. It was as
good alaboratory experiment as one can get
in the social sciences, all things being con-
stant. Members who were a part of the group
were educated in a public school and laterin
a public university. They worked in secular
organisations both national and interna-
tional. They held club memberships and
played the occasional game of golf. They even
enjoyed whiskey on the rocks. But views
from Hindutva university had begun to dom-
inate their perception of the world.

If my story is unique to me then it need not
go any further. But I believe it is symptomatic
of the mindsets that have grown not just
across the country but also in families and
neighbourhoods. My experience the other day
dispelled the illusion thatI had harboured, as
a political scientist, that this toxicity was only
temporary, that India’s fabled hospitality (our
welcome to the Parsis and the Jews) was
deeper than the surface poison.

And this is where my anxiety lies. I firmly
believe (or believed) that the only way to
build a strong nation is to make it a nation of
people, to nurture its diversity, based on the
imagination crafted in the Constituent
Assembly. It would not be easy. Ambedkar
warned us that we would be entering a
world of contradictions. Contradictions are
good. They enable new resolutions that can
lead to exciting new outcomes. Like our
cricket team. This will, however, not happen
if the more powerful among us impose their
viewpoints on others, maligning them as
anti-national. I believe that this demonising
that is being encouraged is not the way to
build a future India. But maybe I'm wrong.

[ see such “poisonous othering” pervad-
ing our opinion-forming institutions. In ad-
dition to the media, we find this attitude of
constructing the “hostile other” being for-
mulated in NCERT textbooks, university cur-
ricula, ICHR research projects, and of course,

Curiously, we were both
defending the same thing,
‘bharatiya sanskruti’. He was
doing it from a worldview
constructed after listening to
hours of lectures at
Hindutva university. An
alternative view comes from
analysing the exchanges in
the Constituent Assembly.
‘When one reads the
interventions of illustrious
Indians such as Rajkumari
Amrit Kaul, KM Munshi, N
Gopalaswami Ayyangar,
Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
Jerome D’Souza, Maulana
Azad, S Radhakrishnan, and
of course B R Ambedkar, and
others, it is clear that in the
India they imagined both of
us are equally insiders.

CR Sasikumar

WhatsApp groups. Minds are being infected.
The “other” is being vilified. Although this
has been said many times before, I bring it
up again not because of my recent experi-
ence but because of the silence of the major-
ity who watched the exchanges as if it were
a theatre performance. The silent majority
will, through their silence, become collud-
ers in this venomous new India.

This bothers me as a desi. But what both-
ers me more is the impossibility of this
Hindutva project. India, I believe, cannot be
built on the idea of majoritarianism, as Hindu
supremacy. Its fundamental diversity will
break out of this forced and imposed unifor-
mity. Our civilisational history shows this to
be the case. It will not permit such uniformity.
Astika and Nastika philosophical systems,
each with their own warring groups, cannot
be reconciled. Nor can the Zaidi school of law
in Shia Islam agree with the Hanafi school in
Sunni Islam. Even within our small Parsi com-
munity, there are grumblings against the rul-
ings of the Parsi panchayat. And even God, 'm
told, does not know how many Christian
groups there are in India. The Constituent
Assembly recognised such diversity and con-
structed an institutional and legal edifice to
accommodate it. We had embarked upon the
greatest experiment in human history, of
making a plural nation of equal citizens. It was
unparalleled in its ambition. But this has been
stalled by Hindutva. It is being dismantled. It
appears to be succeeding.

Maybe I am wrong. Maybe it is possible
to build a majoritarian nation even in the
face of the challenges of modernity.
According to the IMF, we are not doing too
badly. Hindutva may be able to build a mod-
ern, technological, economically success-
ful, and supremacist nation. They will find
ways to dance to Diljit Dosanjh’s hip-hop
while also crushing Valentine’s Day cele-
brations. The majority will be silent. The
toxicity has spread. Paraphrasing Ambedkar
one thing is certain: The India in which Iwas
born will, sadly, not be the India in which I
am going to die.

The writer is an independent scholar and co-
editor with Rukmini Bhaya Nair of
Keywords for India: A Conceptual Lexicon
for the 21st century

BY RAM MADHAV

Don’t cry over Article 370

J&K Assembly resolution on restoration of special status is futile, duplicitous

THERE WAS A futile tamasha in the Jammu
and Kashmir legislature last week in the
name of passing a resolution on the restora-
tion of special status. Without directly refer-
ring to Article 370, the resolution demanded
the restoration of the “special status and
constitutional guarantees, which safe-
guarded the identity, culture, and rights of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir”. If any-
one harboured doubt as to whether it re-
ferred to the Articles 370 and 35A, abrogated
five years ago, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
laid them to rest by explaining the “special
status” in his maiden address: “We have lost
alotin the last six years. When [ was last in
this House, we were a State, we had our own
Constitution, and our flag. But all of that was
taken away from us.”

Resolutions of this nature don’t have any
constitutional validity. Sometimes, they ac-
quire sanctity because they express the sol-
idarity of the nation. On February 22, 1994,
both Houses of the Indian Parliament unan-
imously passed a resolution on J&K, demand-
ing that Pakistan must vacate the areas in
that state that it occupied “through aggres-
sion”. It was hailed as the expression of “na-
tional resolve”. On the contrary, the resolu-
tion that the UT legislature passed on
November 6 was a hogwash. What sanctity
would such a resolution have, which was
hurriedly pushed through a voice vote
amidst strong opposition from the BJP? The
resolution can at the most be described as
the deception by the “Gupkar Group”.

The history of Article 370 demonstrates
the deceptive politics practised by both
Congress and National Conference in the
last seven decades. For example, they re-
peatedly lie to the people that Article 370
granted “special status”. Where did that
phrase come from? In fact, when Sheikh
Abdullah approached B R Ambedkar for
special status for J&K, the latter firmly re-
jected saying that “making limited applica-
tion of laws made by Parliament for the
state of Jammu and Kashmir would create
lots of problems rather than solving.” The
Article was finally inserted in the Indian
Constitution only as “Temporary provisions
with respect to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir”. Nowhere did the Constitution
describe it as “special status”.

As regards the so-called “constitutional
guarantees”, the Article was subjected to ma-
joramendments at least on four occasions —
in 1954, 1966, 1975 and 1986 — taking away
whatever temporary powers the state en-
joyed courtesy of the infamous Delhi
Agreement of 1952. It must be remembered
that it was the Congress that was in power
on all these occasions.

During Jawaharlal Nehru’s tenure, de-
mand for the repeal of Article 370 was raised
in Parliament several times. India’s first spy
chief, B N Mullik, claimed that in a private
conversation, Nehru made the extraordi-
nary admission that India “agreed with the
Jana Sangh'’s views that Jammu & Kashmir
should be fully integrated with India and

was taking steps in that direction”. In
Parliament, in an oral reply, he said that
Article 370 had been “eroded and Kashmir
stands fully integrated”.

When Prakash Vir Shastri, a Jana Sangh
member, moved a Private Member’s Bill in
Parliamentin 1964 on Article 370, it received
wide support. Abdul Ghani Goni from J&K, a
close associate of Sheikh Abdullah's, deliv-
ered an aggressive speech stating that the
then Prime Minister of J&K, Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad, had moved for abrogation of
Article 370, but the central government was
not agreeable toit at that time. “Ido not know
whether the Central Government is under
the influence of the West or wants appease-
ment policy towards Pakistan... they want
to please their neighbours at our cost. The
people of Kashmir had decided once and for
all that Kashmir is an integral part of India,
whether there is Article 370 or no Article 370.
Itis only a provisional and temporary provi-
sion which can be removed at any time,” he
said, appealing to the Congress members for
support to the bill “so that we may also be
treated as equal citizens, as good citizens of
India as any other citizen. Don’t treat us as
second-class citizens, and don’t treat usas a
colony of India. We are as much a part of
India as other states.”

Syed Nasir Husain Samnani, another
member from that state, rose to make a pas-
sionate speech, saying, “We, the people of
Kashmir, never demanded that we should
be treated differently. We do not want Article

370. 1 want to end this curse in my lifetime,
for my safety, for my children’s safety, for the
safety of our future generations. We should
have the same laws as Maharashtra, Madras,
Kerala, Bengal.”

The reality is that by the time of its neu-
tralisationin 2019, the Article was largely hol-
lowed out by the Congress party under pop-
ular pressure, while the NC supported it tacitly
by looking the other way. But Congress lacked
the courage and political will to remove the
Article. Displaying that courage, the BJP gov-
ernment did away with the vestiges of it for
two reasons. First, it was being used by Gupkar
leaders to create a false sense of “special sta-
tus” and an emotional wedge between the
people of Kashmir and the rest of the country.
Second, the namesake separate state constitu-
tion that existed was creating hurdles in run-
ning the administration. For example, while
J&K acceded to the GST law, it continued to
levy state taxes also,a double whammy onits
people, because there was no provision to
amend the state constitution.

It is clear that the ending of the 370
regime gave great relief to the people of the
UT. But the NC and Congress, known for their
duplicity of stating one thing in Delhi and the
opposite in Kashmir, are again displaying
their mastery over the politics of deception.
They know very well that Article 370 is dead,
“long live Article 370”.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“[PTI] has seemed quite rudderless and impatient for instant gratification of its

demands. Its mercurial support base

does not really help: Without discipline

from within, the PTT cannot expect to achieve much.”

—DAWN, PAKISTAN

What we burn is
what pollutes

Acknowledging

the true scale and

sources of our pollution crisis is the first step
toward meaningful action

CHANDRA BHUSHAN

A QUARTER-CENTURY AGO, over 200 sci-
entists from the US, Europe, the Maldives,
and India came together to study the haze
over the Indian Ocean. Led by atmospheric
scientist V Ramanathan of the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography in California,
the Indian Ocean Experiment (INDOEX)
undertook intensive field observations us-
ing aircraft, ships, surface stations, and
satellites. They discovered a giant brown
layer of cloud hanging over much of the
Indian Subcontinent and the Indian Ocean
between October and February, which they
termed the Indian Ocean Brown Cloud or
Asian Brown Cloud. INDOEX revealed that
this layer was primarily created by the
burning of biomass in fields and homes, as
well as fossil fuels like coal in industries,
and that it traveled thousands of kilome-
tres. The study also found that the haze sig-
nificantly affected regional temperatures,
precipitation patterns, and ground-level
pollution, reducing agricultural productiv-
ity and causing widespread respiratory and
cardiovascular diseases.

When the UN Environment Programme
published the INDOEX reportin 2002, some
prominent Indian scientists called it sensa-
tionalist and argued that the “Indian Ocean”
or “Asian” Brown Cloud was not unique to
India or Asia and should, therefore, be re-
named. Because of their opposition, the
name was changed to “Atmospheric Brown
Cloud with a Focus on Asia”. Governments
in South Asia ignored the report.

This episode underscores two key
points: First, the causes of air pollution have
been known for at least 25 years and sec-
ond, we have been avoiding the issue for
justaslong. By injecting ideology and poli-
tics into what should be a straightforward
matter, we continue to muddy the waters.
Debates over rich versus poor, farmers ver-
sus city-dwellers, SUVs versus cook stoves,
and Diwali versus stubble burning have
stalled real action.

The result of this obfuscation is that to-
day, from Amritsar in Punjab to Agartalain
Tripura, an arc of brown haze, up to 3 km
thick, has engulfed the Indo-Gangetic
plains (IGP), impacting lives, livelihoods,
and the economy. While pollution levels
are severe in the IGP, air quality is poor
across the country. Most Indian cities fail
to meet national ambient air quality stan-
dards, which are quite lenient compared to
WHO's health-based guidelines. The pri-
mary cause of this pollution remains the
same as what Ramanathan and his col-
leagues identified 25 years ago.

In a study conducted by my colleagues
and me in 2023, we estimated that India
emits about 52 lakh tonnes of PM2.5 (par-
ticulate matter less than 2.5 microns in
size, which has high health impacts) an-
nually, excluding dust from natural and
manmade sources. Around 48 per cent of
these emissions come from biomass use
— such as agricultural residue, fuelwood,
and dung cakes — for cooking and heat-
ing in homes. Stubble burning contributes
an additional 6.5 per cent, making bio-
mass burning responsible for 55 per cent

of total PM2.5 emissions.

Industry and power plants are the sec-
ond-largest emitters, contributing about
37 per cent, primarily from coal burning.
The transport sector, a major focus of air
pollution mitigation, contributes about 7
per cent of the emissions, while the re-
mainder comes from sources such as open
garbage burning,.

These findings are not surprising if we
follow the dictum: What we burn the most,
pollutes the most. In India, we burn about
220 crore tonnes of fuel and waste. Of this,
85 per cent is coal and biomass, while 15
per cent comprises other fuels such as
petrol, diesel, and natural gas. Naturally,
most of our pollution is due to burning bio-
mass and coal. Additionally, dust from
roads, construction sites, and barren land
contributes to particulate pollution,
especially PM 10.

To address air pollution decisively, we
must follow a scientificapproach,and move
beyond optics like odd-even, construction
bans and artificial rain, and instead focus on
the real solution - energy transition.
Shifting households to LPG, biogas, or elec-
tricity for cooking and heating will elimi-
nate a significant proportion of PM 2.5
emissions. It will also prevent 8,00,000
premature deaths, caused by exposure to
PM 2.5 inside homes. Though challenging,
this is achievable through targeted policy
initiatives like a new PM Ujjwala Yojana that
provides sufficient incentives to encourage
low-income households to move away
from traditional biomass.

Similarly, energy transition in industry,
especially in MSMEs, along with rigorous
monitoring and enforcement, is necessary
to reduce pollution. A programme encour-
aging MSMEs to adopt cleaner fuel and
technologies, such as electric boilers and
furnaces, could curb emissions significantly.
Law enforcement of stringent pollution
norms is a basic necessity for larger indus-
tries and thermal power plants. For that, the
modernisation of pollution control boards
is urgently required.

On the other hand, eliminating stubble
burning is essential to decrease severe and
hazardous pollution days in October and
November. Technological interventions
along with incentives/ disincentives can
solve this problem. The simplest technolog-
ical solution is to modify or mandate com-
bine harvesters that cut closer to the
ground, like manual harvesting, leaving
minimal stubble behind. Additionally, an
incentive of Rs 1,000 per acre — similar to
what the Haryana government provides —
could encourage sustainable stubble man-
agement, along with fines and exclusion
from government schemes for those who
continue to burn.

As far as automobiles are concerned,
scaling up electric vehicles and public
transport is crucial. This will need clear
targets for EV adoption and the promo-
tion of public transport as a lifestyle
choice. Lastly, to reduce local sources of
pollution — dust from roads and construc-
tion, garbage burning, and traffic conges-
tion — local bodies must be strengthened
and held accountable.

Real progress will only begin once we
accept the science. Acknowledging the true
impact and sources of our pollution crisis is
the first step toward meaningful action.

The writer is CEO, International Forum for
Environment, Sustainability and
Technology (iFOREST)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FALL IN SENSEX

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A correc-
tion’(IE, November 15). The fall in the BSE
Sensex can be attributed to the slow mo-
mentum in the domestic economy. Rural
demand has also plummeted substan-
tially. China has again become an attrac-
tive destination for FDI, owing to the gov-
ernment's recent economic policies. The
US is expected to change its economic
policies under the Trump administra-
tion. It remains to be seen whether
Trump will bring about substantial tariff
changes, as these would affect India's
trade policies and the stock market's per-
formance. Domestic retail investors are
hoping for better returns, as they believe
that the Indian economy will show
dynamism and resilience.

Atul Thakre, Nagpur

SMOG WINTER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Severe air
again’ (IE, November 15). As winter sets
in, Delhi again confronts an extreme pol-
lution crisis. The seasonal smog has ren-
dered the capital's air quality "haz-
ardous", driving pollution levels to
among the highest globally. Reduced vis-
ibility, grounded flights and indoor con-
finement warnings reflect an emergency

affecting millions. Although natural fac-
tors contribute, human activities — ve-
hicle emissions, industrial discharge and
stubble burning — remain the primary
causes. Each winter’s predictable haze
reflects systemic failures in air quality
management. The situation demands
comprehensive, preventive solutions tar-
geting root causes.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

SPORTS AND BORDERS

THISREFERSTO the article, ‘Cricket & vi-
olence don't go together’ (IE, November
15). Matches between the two nations
are among the most watched sporting
events globally, with fans passionately
supporting their teams. However, the
spirit of cricket has been overshadowed
by political tensions that complicate
India-Pakistan ties and threaten regional
stability. The ripple effects of this tense
dynamic affect players and fans, who of-
ten carry political discord into what
should be friendly competition. This has
led to verbal abuse and social media con-
flicts, creating a hostile atmosphere and
restricting matches to international tour-
naments like the World Cup or Asia Cup.
To honour cricket's spirit, both nations
must foster respect and sportsmanship.

Siddhant Pathak, New Delhi
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Prince Harry

UNITED KINGDOM
Suitagainst
Murdoch’s UK
group moves
towards trial

London: Prince Harry will
pursue his lawsuit against
Rupert Murdoch's News
Group Newspapers over
alleged unlawful activi-
ties by journalists and pri-
vate investigators despite
dozens of others settling
their cases, his lawyer
said on Friday. Harry, 40,
the younger son of King
Charles, is suing the pub-
lisher of the Sun and the
now-defunct News of the
World at the High Court
in London, alleging NGN
unlawfully obtained pri-
vate information about
him from 1996 until 2011.
His case was one of about
40 lawsuits against NGN,
but all but one other liti-
gant — former Labour
Party deputy leader Tom
Watson - have now set-
tled, Harry's lawyer told
the court. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
Downing Street
apologises for
menu ‘mistake’

London: Prime Minister
Keir Starmer's office on
Friday apologised for a
“mistake” in the organi-
sation of its Diwali recep-
tion at 10 Downing Street
after some British Hindus
objected to non-vegetar-
ian food and alcohol be-
ing served at the gather-
ing. While the statement
did not make a direct ref-
erence to the menu, a
spokesperson for
Starmer's office said the
team acknowledged the
strength of feeling on the
issue and assured the
community thatit would
not be repeated. PTI

PERU

XidJinping
opens huge port
funded by China

Lima: Chinese President
Xi Jinping launched a
week-long diplomatic
blitz of South America on
Thursday by inaugurating
a massive deep-water
portinPeru,a $1.3 billion
investment by Beijing as
it seeks to expand trade
and influence on the con-
tinent. With China's de-
mand for agricultural
goods and metals from
Latin America growing, Xi
will participate in the
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit in
Lima then head to the
Group of 20 summit in
Rio de Janeiro next week,
where he will also make
a state visit to Brazil. Xi
and Peruvian President
Dina Boluarte partici-
pated on Thursday by
video link in the opening
of the Chancay port,
about 80 mnorth of Lima
on the Pacific Ocean. AP

SPAIN
Fire at nursing
homekills 10

Madrid: Atleast 10 people
died and others were in-
jured in ablaze at a nurs-
ing home near Zaragoza,
Spain, before firefighters
managed to extinguish
the flames. The alarm was
raised early Friday morn-
ingin Villafranca de Ebro,
about 28 kilometres from
the northeastern city.
Two people remained in
critical condition, officials
said. The cause of the fire
was not yet known, local
media reported. AP

FROM 3 SEATS TO 159 IN 225-STRONG HOUSE

Lo SriLankan President’s Left coalition

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,NOVEMBER 15

SRI LANKAN President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake’s National
People’s Power (NPP) clinched a
commanding two-thirds major-
ity in the country’s Parliament on
Friday in a victory that marks the
first time a once-fringe coalition
has risen to dominate Sri Lanka's
legislature under the proportional
representation system.

The NPP, a coalition of over 20
parties led by the Leftist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), won
159 of the 225 seats in Sri Lanka’s
Parliament. This comes close on
the heels of Dissanayake’s decisive
presidential winin September, ce-
menting his coalition’s transfor-
mation from a marginal political
force to a dominant player in the
South Asian island nation.

The NPP’s win is not just re-
markable for its scale, but for its
breadth. In a historic first, a coali-
tion led by a predominantly
Sinhala-Buddhist party secured
three of six seats in Jaffna,a Tamil-
majority district long dominated
by Tamil nationalist parties. Such
anoutcome would have been his-
torically unthinkable, signalling a
seismic shift in ethnic politics, too.

The coalition’s success shows
its evolving appeal as a unifying
force in a country fractured by
decades of ethnicstrife. The NPP’s
ability to gain tractionin the north
and east,home to Sri Lanka’s Tamil
and Muslim minorities, reflects
years of targeted outreachand an
electoral strategy emphasising
economic justice over ethnic na-
tionalism.

During his campaign,
Dissanayake repeatedly pledged
todismantle divisive political cul-
ture and assured the fulfilment of
the promise of returning military-
occupied lands to Tamils in the
north. Inthe 2020 parliamentary
elections, the NPP held just three
seats,compared toits 159in 2024.
On Friday, NPP secured nearly 62%
of the vote, translating to over 6.8
million votes — a significant in-
crease from the 42% that
Dissanayake garnered in the pres-
idential election just two months
earlier.

Traditional political power-

S Korea Opp
leader convicted
of violating
election law

Seoul: A South Korean court con-
victed on Friday main opposition
party leader Lee Jae-myung for
violating the election law, hand-
ing him a one-year prison term
suspended for two years, a
penalty that if upheld could
jeopardise his bid to run for pres-
identin 2027.
After the hearing, Lee said that

he would appeal.

If his appeals fail and the
prison sentence becomes final.

Lee would be stripped of his
parliament seat and his eligibil-
ity torunin any elections for the
next five years. Lee, head of the
main opposition Democratic
Party, who narrowly lost to
President Yoon Suk Yeol in the
2022 election, faces at least four
trials after being indicted on sev-
eral criminal charges including
bribery and corruption. He was
found guilty of breaching the
election law by making a false
claim. REUTERS
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AUSTRIA SAYS ITHAS PLAN-B AND ‘NO ONE WILL FREEZF’
RussiA TO Cut OFr GAS SUPPLY TO AUSTRIA

Russia's state-owned natural gas company Gazrom will cut off supplies to Austria's OMV utility
early Saturday, Austria's chancellor said Friday, adding that his country’s underground gas storage
was full and that it had alternative, non-Russia supplies.

' 61%

votesreceived
by NPP (6.8 million)

I

National People's
Power (NPP): 159

RAJAPAKSA FAMILY'S
PARTY ‘WIPED OUT

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna party of the
Rajapaksa family, whose cohort of brothers
gave Sri Lanka two presidents during a
dozen years in power and had 145 seats in
the outgoing legislature, was virtually
wiped out, winning just three seats

Sri Lanka’s President Anura Kumara Dissanayake in Colombo on Thursday. Reuters

How the new Parliament looks

Samagi Jana Balawegaya: 40

225

Total seats in
Parliament

NPP MAKES HISTORY IN
TAMIL-DOMINATED JAFFNA

NPP made history in the Jaffna electoral
district as it trounced traditional Tamil
nationalist parties. The NPP won over
80,000 votes in the district, outperforming
ITAK’s 63,000 votes. Three seats in district
went to NPP, and ITAK, ACTC one each.

—— [lankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi:8

New Democratic
Front: 5

- Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna 3

8 |-Sri Lanka Muslim
—! Congress 3

houses were decimated in the
elections. The Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) of former pres-
ident Mahinda Rajapaksa and his
family was reduced to just three
seats, and the United National
Party (UNP) managed only one.

The Samagi Jana Balawegaya (S]B),
led by Sajith Premadasa, retained
its position as the main
Opposition party with 40 seats.
In Jaffna, where the Ilankai
Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK) haslong
held sway, the NPP’s victory was

particularly symbolic. The party’s
emphasis on economic rights over
ethnic identities seem to have
been effective with disillusioned
voters still struggling to come out
of the hardships in the aftermath
of thewar thatended 15 years ago.

Tough
test ahead
® forhim

EXPLAINED

FOR DISSANAYAKE, the
parliamentary victory is
bothavalidationandatest.
Witha two-thirds majority;,
the NPP has the legislative
power to pursue its ambi-
tiousagenda, including the
abolition of the executive
presidency — a longstand-
ing demand of civil society.
However, there are also
critics in Colombowho feel
that the coalition’s inexpe-
rience ingovernance could
hinder its ability to deliver.
The coalition must also
navigate international
scrutiny, particularly over
its handling of Tamil politi-
cal prisoners — a con-
tentious issue that has
drawn the attention of hu-
man rights groups.

While the International
Monetary Fund’s $2.9-billion res-
cue package has stabilised the
economy, Sri Lanka remains pre-
cariously poised. Inflation, unem-
ployment, and a high cost of liv-
ing continue to plague millions of
Sri Lankans. Dissanayake has
promised to renegotiate some
IMF conditions to free up re-
sources for welfare programmes,
amove analysts warn could jeop-
ardise future disbursements.

While “a widespread anger,
mistrust and contempt” towards
the Rajapaksa family aswell as the
UNP and SJB are seen as the rea-
son for the NPP’s unprecedented
victory.

The JVP, a Leftist movement
withahistory of violent uprisings
and staunch opposition to Tamil
autonomy, has over the years shed
its militant image, rebranding it-
self as a champion of workers’
rights, anti-corruption, and pro-
gressive governance.

Sri Lanka is still recovering
from its worst economic crisis
since Independence, triggered by
a sovereign defaultin 2022 and a
subsequent bailout from the IMF,

Iran backs Lebanon in ceasefire talks

REUTERS
BEIRUT, NOVEMBER 15

IRAN WILL back any decision
taken by Lebanon in talks to se-
cure a ceasefire with Israel, a sen-
ior Iranian official said on Friday,
signalling Tehran wants to see an
end to a conflict that has dealt
heavy blows to its Lebanese ally
Hezbollah.

Ali Larijani, an advisor to

Iran's supreme leader, spoke
during a visit to Beirut as Israel
kept upits intensified bombard-
ment of Hezbollah-controlled
areas of the Lebanese capital.
Israel has this week stepped
up airstrikes against the
Hezbollah-controlled southern
suburbs - an escalation that has
coincided with indications of
movement in US-led diplomatic
contacts towards ending the
conflict. The US ambassador to

Lebanon submitted a draft truce
proposal on Thursday to
Lebanon's parliament speaker
Nabih Berri, who is endorsed by
Hezbollah to negotiate, two
Lebanese sources told Reuters.

Speaking to reporters after
meeting Berri, Larijani said Berri
had provided him with "good
clarifications".

"We are not looking to sabo-
tage anything," Larijani said.

"We are after a solution to the

Scholz dials Putin, urges him to show
willingness to negotiate with Ukraine

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BERLIN,NOVEMBER 15

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Olaf
Scholz on Friday urged Russia to
be willing to negotiate with
Ukraine in his first call with
Russian President Vladimir Putin
innearly two years. The Kremlin
responded that Moscow was

open to new talks and pointed to
Putin's earlier proposal that Kyiv
should cede territory and back
off its plans to join NATO.
Government spokesman
Steffen Hebestreit said Scholz
condemned “Russia's war of ag-
gression” against Ukraine during
the call, and called on Putin to
end it by withdrawing troops
that launched a full-scale inva-

sion of the country in February
2022. That conflict reaches its
1,000-day mark next week.

“The chancellor urged Russia
to be willing to negotiate with
Ukraine with the aim of achiev-
ing a just and lasting peace and
stressed Germany's unwavering
determination to support
Ukraine,” Hebestreit said in a
statement.

problems. We support in all cir-
cumstances the Lebanese gov-
ernment. Those who are disrupt-
ing are Netanyahu and his
people,” Larijani said, referring
to Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu.

The diplomacy marks a last-
ditch attempt by the outgoing
U.S. administration to secure a
Lebanon ceasefire, as efforts to
end the war in Gaza appear to-
tally adrift.

ZELENSKYY: CALL
OPENS PANDORA’S BOX

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
that Scholz call with Putin
opened "Pandora's box" by
undermining efforts to iso-
late the Russian leader. "Now
there may be other calls. And
this is exactly what Putin has
long wanted: it is extremely
important for him to weaken
his isolation.”

Robert F Kennedy Jr during ‘America First Policy Institute’
gala at Trump’s estate in Palm Beach. AP

Trump chooses
anti-vaccine activist

Robert F Kennedy Jr
as health secretary

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER 15

PRESIDENT-ELECT Donald Trump
announced Thursday he will
nominate anti-vaccine activist
Robert F Kennedy Jr to lead the
Department of Health and
Human Services, putting a man
whose views public health offi-
cials have decried as dangerousin
charge of a massive agency that
oversees everything from drug,
vaccine and food safety to med-
ical research.

“Fortoolong, Americans have
been crushed by the industrial
food complex and drug compa-
nies who have engaged in decep-
tion, misinformation, and disin-
formation when it comes to Public
Health,” Trump said Thursday in
a post on his Truth Social site an-
nouncing the appointment.
Kennedy, he said, would “end the
Chronic Disease epidemic” and
“Make America Greatand Healthy
Again!"Trump said Kennedy

would target drugs, food additives
and chemicals.

Trump also announced
Thursday that he has chosen Doug
Collins, a former congressman
from Georgia, to run the
Department of Veterans Affairs.
Collins is a chaplain in the US Air
Force Reserve Command.

Shares of vaccine

firms fall

Shares in European vaccine
makers fell on Friday after Trump
picked Kennedy. At 1052 GMT,
shares in Britain's GSK,
AstraZeneca and France's Sanofi
were down between 2.4% and
3.2%.Sartorius,amajor supplier of
biotech lab gear and substances,
fell 3.8%. Bavarian Nordic, which
makes a vaccine for mpox, was
down 16%, also hurt by third quar-
ter results. In premarket trading,
U.S.vaccine makers fell further af-
ter Thursday's declines, with
Moderna down 2.21%, Novavax
down 1.94% and Pfizer marginally
lower.

Musk meets Iran’s
UN Ambassador ‘to
ease tension with US’

FARNAZ FASSIHI
NEW YORK,NOVEMBER 15

ELON MUSK, a close adviser to
President-elect Donald Trump,
metwithIran’sambassador to the
United Nations on Monday in
New York in a session that two
Iranian officials described asadis-
cussion of how to defuse tensions
between Iran and the US.

The Iranians said the meeting
between Musk and Ambassador
Amir Saeid Iravani lasted more
thananhourand was held atase-
cret location.

The Iranians described the
meeting as “positive” and “good
news.” Asked about whether
there was such a session, Steven
Cheung, Trump’s communica-
tions director, said, “We do not
comment on reports of private
meetings that did or did not oc-
cur.” Muskdid notrespond toare-
quest for comment.

Karoline Leavitt, the transition
spokesperson for the incoming
Trump-Vance administration, said
in a statement: “The American
people re-elected President
Trump because they trust him to
lead our country and restore
peace through strength around
the world.”

The meeting raises the possi-
bility of a change in tone between
Tehran and Washington under
the Trump administration, de-
spite a charged history between

Elon Musk at the AFPI gala
in Florida. Reuters

TRUMPVOWS TOEND
UKRAINE WAR, WEST
ASIA CONFLICT

Washington: US President-
elect Donald Trump has said
his administration will focus
on ending the Russia-
Ukraine war, as he lamented
the killing of people in the
conflict. He also said his ad-
ministration will also work
on bringing peace to West
Asia. “We're going to work on
the Middle East, and we're
going to work very hard on
Russia and Ukraine. It's got to
stop,” Trump said during a
gala for the America First
Policy Institute held at his
Mar-a-Lago estate. PTI

Trump and Iran.

An Iranian official said that it
was Muskwho had requested the
meeting and that the ambassador
picked the site. NYT

‘NORWEGIANIZATION’ POLICY SILENCED LANGUAGES OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE & FORCED THEIR CHILDREN INTO BOARDING SCHOOLS

Norway apologises for forced assimilation of Sami, other minorities

LYNSEY CHUTEL
LONDON, NOVEMBER 15

FOR MORE than a century,
Norway forcibly suppressed the
language and culture of
Indigenous people and other mi-
nority groups, including remov-
ing children from their parents, in
a system of “Norwegianisation”
whose devastation continues to
be felt.

This week, the country’s par-
liament issued a formal apology
to the Sami, Kven and Forest Finn
peoples and outlined 17 resolu-
tions to address the discrimina-

tion they still face, including pro-
tecting minority languages and
ensuring that children are taught
those languages.

The move, which parliament
approved Tuesday, was wel-
comed by Silje Karine Muotka, a
Sami leader, who described the
moment as “a day with many
emotions.”

But she also said it needed to
be followed up with concrete and
significant action.

“Going forward, we expectan
active policy of reconciliation,” she
said in a written statement. “The
decision from today ensureslong-
term follow-up, and it has both fi-

People gather for a reindeer sleigh ride at a Sami Easter
Festival in Kautokeino, Norway, on March 30, 2018. NYT

epaper.indianexpress:com .. -

nancial and legal repercussions.
But unfortunately, no settlement
is made with ongoing injustice
and conflicts overland and water.”

Norway has some legislation
onthe Samis'right tograzing land,
but the Sami have long been at
odds with the government over
land use inrelation to their culture
and way of life.

The apology and resolutions
stemfromareportbyaTruthand
Reconciliation Commission, pub-
lished last year, that outlines how
Norway could begin to reckon
with its oppressive past. King
Harald V has previously apolo-
gized to the Sami people, but this

is the first time that the Kvens and
Forest Finns have received such a
public acknowledgment of the
harm they endured.

“The assimilation policy that
was historically pursued contin-
ues to be both the root of personal
hardship for the individuals and
groups that were subject to this
policy, and a source of conflict to-
day,” Svein Harberg, a
Conservative Party lawmaker, said
in a written response to a re-
porter’s questions after the apol-
ogy was read out in parliament.

Only one group of lawmakers,
from the right-wing Progress
Party, voted against the resolu-

tions, saying that they would lead
to conflict among communities.

The Sami are an Indigenous
group, now numbering roughly
100,000, who have for hundreds
of years inhabited Europe’s north-
ernmost regions, across Finland,
Russia, Sweden and Norway,
whichis home to the largest Sami
population.

The Kvensand Forest Finns are
much smaller groups who mi-
grated to modern-day Norway
about 500 years ago.

All three have faced centuries
of discrimination thatbecame the
foundation of laws in the second
half of the 19th century. NYT
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In ‘life certificate’ month,
how Govt’s Jeevan
Pramaan has been faring

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

EVERY NOVEMBER, retirees, including
from the government, Defence services,
Railways, public sector undertakings,
and many higher education institutions,
etc. have to submit a “life certificate” to
continue to receive their pensions for an-
other year.

Since 2014, the government has been
issuing Digital Life Certificates (DLCs), or
Jeevan Pramaan, so the pensioner does
not have to physically appear before the
pension-disbursing authorities — which
include banks and post offices - or de-
liver a paper life certificate to themin the
prescribed format.

Jeevan Pramaan can be generated on-
line anywhere, and is made available di-
rectly to the relevant pension-disburs-
ing authority.

The third annual DLC Campaign be-
gan on November 1,and will continue un-
til November 30. The Department of
Pension and Pensioners’ Welfare
(DoPPW) under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, is holding 1,900 camps to help
pensioners generate their DLCs.

However, pensioners who prefer to
physically go to post offices or banks to
submit their life certificates can continue
todoso.

Number of pensioners

As of March 31 this year, there were
64.88 crore central government pension-
ers, including 10.09 lakh civilian pension-
ers, 31.92 lakh Defence pensioners, 15.25
lakh Railways pensioners, 4.56 lakh tele-
com pensioners, and 3.04 lakh postal
pensioners, DoOPPW data show.

Jeevan Pramaan numbers

A total 1.47 crore certificates were
generated during last year’s DLC cam-
paign, including those of 45.46 lakh cen-

tral government pensioners.

DoPPW sources said more than 501akh
central government pensioners could
show up at the camps this November.

Generation of a DLC

The Jeevan Pramaan portal uses
Aadhaar for biometric authentication,
which can be done by pensioners on their
own, or by visiting a camp. From 2021 on-
ward, face authentication has been added
as an option.

To generate a DLC, the pensioner must
have an Aadhaar and a mobile number
linked to it, and should have registered
their Aadhaar with the pension disburs-
ing authority. If they choose to use the
Jeevan Pramaan app or website on their
own (without going to the camp), they
also need a biometric (fingerprint scan-
ning) device.

The camps are being held in 800 cities
and towns across the country and at Indian
missions abroad. Separately, post offices
and banks are holding their own camps.

Campaign takeaways

In its review of the first 11 days of the
campaign, the DoPPW is learnt to have
found that more pensioners (31.02%)
opted for face authentication than over
the same period last year (less than 20%).
Of the 48.101akh DLCs generated between
November 1and November 11, more than
63% opted for fingerprint authentication.

In the first week of the campaign
(November 1-8),37.60lakh DLCs were gen-
erated — 45% of which were for pension-
ers aged 60-70 years, 28% for those 70-80
yearsold,and 21% for those below 60 years.

The largest number of DLCs have been
generated in Maharashtra so far, followed
by Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Karnataka.

“The digital empowerment of pen-
sionersis a big step forward, saving them
the trouble of visiting the pension office
every November,” DoPPW Secretary V
Srinivas said.

Three-quarters of US adults are
now overweight or obese: Study

NEARLY THREE-quarters of the adult
population in the United States is over-
weight or obese, according to a new
study. The findings have wide-reaching
implications for health and medical costs
as the US faces a growing burden of
weight-related diseases.
The study, published in
The Lancet on Thursday, re-
veals the striking rise of obe-
sity rates nationwide since
1990 — when just over half of
adults were overweight or
obese — and shows how
more people are becoming
overweight or obese at
younger ages thanin the past.

PAPER

CLIP

overweight and obese people will con-
tinue to go up — reaching nearly 260 mil-
lion people in 2050.

The paper defined “overweight” adults
as those who were age 25 and over with a
body massindex atorover25,and “obese”
adults as those with a BMI at or over 30.

The authors acknowl-
edged that BMI is an imper-
fect measure that may not
capture variations in body
structure across the popula-
tion. But froma scientific per-
spective, experts said, BMI is
correlated with other meas-
ures of body fatand is a prac-
tical tool for studying it at a

Both conditions can raise
the risk of diabetes, high

NEW RESEARCH

population level.
The rate of obesity in par-

blood pressure and heart dis-
ease, and shorten life expectancy.

The studydocumented increases in the
rates of overweight and obesity across
ages. Its authors were particularly alarmed
by the steep rise in obesity among children,
more than 1 in 3 of whom are now over-
weight or obese. Without aggressive in-
tervention, they forecast, the number of
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ticular rose steeply, doubling
inadults between 1990 and 2021 to more
than 40% — and nearly tripling, to 29%,
among girls and women aged 15 to 24.
A Joint Economic Committee
Republicans report released this year pre-
dicted that obesity will resultin up to $9.1
trillion in excess medical expenditures
over the next 10 years. THENYT
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AS A parliamentary panel deliberates on the
Wagf (Amendment)Bill, 2024, aland row in
Kerala has become national news.

The Kerala State Waqf Board has long
staked claim over 400-odd acres of land
stretching across the villages of Kuzhuppilly
and Pallipuram at Munambam, on the
northern edge of the VypinIsland in Kerala’s
Ernakulam district. This land has been occu-
pied for generations by fisherfolk. Itis home
to some 600 families today, around two
thirds of whom are Christians belonging to
the backward Latin Catholic community,

and the rest are backward Hindus.

With residents protesting against the
Muslim body’s claim, the BJP made it a poll
issue in the recently-held bypolls in the
state, more so with the Kerala Assembly
unanimously passing a resolution against
the Wagf Amendment Bill last month.

Genesis of issue

The roots of the controversy can be
traced to 1902, when the erstwhile
Travancore royal family leased 404 acres of
land, already occupied by fisherfolk, to a
trader named Abdul Sathar Moosa Sait, who
had settled in Mattancherry near Kochi.

In 1948, his successor and son-in-law
Mohammed Siddeeq Sait got the leased
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Trump’s picks for his second term reflect the lessons he has learnt from his first, his determination to
build an administration in his own image, and the unparalleled premium he places on personal loyalty

ALL THEPRESIDENT'S MEN & WOMEN

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

OVERTHE past week, United States President-
elect Donald Trump has made several ap-
pointments in his incoming administration,
including filling 10 Cabinet-level positions.

His choices reflect the lessons he has
learnt from his first term in the Oval Office,
his determination to build an administration
in his own image, and the unparalleled pre-
mium he places on personal loyalty.

As Team Trump takes shape, here are
some key takeaways.

Loyalty above all else

Trump has tapped his staunchest allies
and well-wishers for the positions he con-
siders the most important, regardless of their
past experience or qualifications for the job.

The standout example is Trump’s choice
of Pete Hegseth, a military veteran and an ul-
traconservative Fox News host who has been
his die-hard supporter and advocate, as
Secretary of Defence.

Hegseth, 44, will be the youngest ever in
the post. With no previous experience in ad-
ministration at any level, he will be in charge
of the world’s most powerful military.

Former Democratic Representative Tulsi
Gabbard, who has been tapped to be Director
of National Intelligence, has no previous ex-
perience in national security and intelligence
positions — even though she has served for
long in the Army National Guard.

Lessons from Trump 1.0

Analyses by The New York Times and the
Financial Times noted that Trump appears to
have learnt lessons from his 2017-21 term,
during which he, still an outsider to
Washington, made more conventional ap-
pointments from the Republican policy es-
tablishment. These appointees, The NYT said,
were often “too independent” for him.

In picking Hegseth, Gabbard, and Matt
Gaetz (for Attorney General), Trump has tar-
geted the three pillars of the so-called “deep
state” that frustrated him the most in his first
term — the Pentagon, intelligence agencies,
and the Department of Justice.

Appointees to these posts in Trump 1.0
either resigned or were fired after funda-
mental disagreements with Trump, includ-
ing arefusal to help legitimise his presidency
and overturn the results of the 2020 election.

Eye on legal cases

The appointment of Gaetz, 42 — the sub-
jectof anow-dropped federal sex-trafficking
investigation and a House Ethics Committee
inquiry, and the architect of a far right revolt
that ousted the Republican Speaker Kevin
McCarthy — is key in the context of the legal
challenges that Trump continues to face.

Apliant head of the Department of Justice
could simply dismiss the two federal cases
against Trump (related to the January 6,2021
Capitol attack and his handling of confiden-
tial documents after he left the White
House), without putting the President in a
situation in which he has to pardon himself.

Gaetz has been a strong critic of the Do]
and FBI, organisations that he will, if con-
firmed by the Senate, head as America’s top
law enforcement officer.

Unease among Republicans

Most of Trump’s appointments will have
to be confirmed in the Senate, which will be
under Republican control come January.

Several Republican leaders are said to be
unhappy or uncomfortable with Trump’s
choices. Gaetz's confirmation, especially, is said
tobe upin the air, given that he is disliked by a
number of both Democrats and Republicans.

Given the mandate Trump has got from
American voters, however, most Republican
Senators will likely fall in line. The only
Republican Senator to have broken publicly
from Trump’s choice so far has been Susan
Collins of Maine, who has specifically ques-
tioned the choice of Gaetz.

Trump, on his part, has hinted that he
wants to make “recess appointments”, which
would bypass hearings in Congress.

land registered in his name. He then de-
cided to hand over the land to the manage-
ment of Kozhikode’s Farook College, which
was established in 1948 to educationally
empower Muslims of northern Kerala.

On November 1, 1950, a waqgf deed was
registered at the sub-regis-
trar’s office in Edappally, Kochi,
executed by Sait in favour of
the president of the Farook
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Marco Rubio

TAPPED FOR:
Secretary of State
SHORT STORY:
Contested against
Trump for
Republican
nominationin
2016. Their relationship improved,
and Rubio’s foreign policy views
aligned more with Trump’s.

ROLE: Secretary of State is President’s
chief foreign affairs adviser.

INDIA CONNECTION: Has advocated
deeper US-India partnership,
especially in light of China’s increased
heftin global affairs. Said in 2023 that
US and India’s economic and security
interests overlapped on many issues.

Pete Hegseth

TAPPED FOR:
a Secretary of
- - Defense
A SHORT STORY: TV
\\ host at Fox News,
-y~ has supported

Trump’s ‘America
First’ view since his first term. During
that time, he reportedly lobbied for
pardons of three military personnel
who faced allegations of committing
war crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan.
ROLE: Department of Defense is the
largest government bureaucracy, with
anational defence budget of $842
billion. Secretary is the principal
defence policy maker and adviser.

Matt Gaetz

TAPPED FOR:
Attorney General
SHORT STORY: Has
long supported
Trump, repeating
his claims of being
unfairly targeted
by the Biden administration and the
Department of Justice.

ROLE: As AG, Gaetz will be the federal
government’s top legal officer. The AG
heads the Department of Justice and
gives advice and opinion to the
President and the heads of the
executive departments. Gaetz will have
power to control the proceedings in
the two federal cases against Trump.

Susie Wiles

TAPPED FOR:
White House Chief
of Staff

SHORT STORY: Met
Trump for the first
time in 2015, was
appointed co-chair
of his Florida campaigns in 2016 and
2020, and co-chair of 2024 presiden-
tial campaign. Was reportedly one of
the few people who could control
some of Trump’s worst impulses.
ROLE: Chief of Staff helps define Presi-
dent’s agenda, executes his vision.
She’s the President’s gatekeeper.
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Robert F Kennedy Jr

TAPPED FOR:
. Secretary of Health
/- "ﬂ‘ s and Human
=) ! Services
‘k - SHORT STORY:
-

Environmental

lawyer and former
Democrat ran for President as an
Independent before dropping out and
endorsing Trump. Has been a vaccine
sceptic and critic of the pharma
industry. Trump has said he would “let
[Kennedy] go wild on health”.
ROLE: Job is to protect Americans’
health; will be in charge of 80,000
staff; run around 100 programs,
including Medicare and Medicaid.

Michael Waltz

TAPPED FOR:
National Security
Adviser

SHORT STORY:
Leading critic of
China, has flagged
the need for US to
be prepared for a potential conflictin
the Asia-Pacific. Has applauded Trump
for pushing NATO allies to spend more.
ROLE: NSA plays a major role in foreign
and national security policy decision-
making, briefs the President on key
national security issues.

INDIA CONNECTION: Head of India
caucus, has advocated stronger US-
India defence & security cooperation.

!

Elon Musk

TAPPED FOR: Co-lead, Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE)

SHORT STORY: Musk was one of Trump’s biggest cam-
paign contributors, used X to campaign for him. Has gain-
ed extraordinary influence over Trump’s transition pro-
cess, reportedly sitting in on nearly every job interview.

Hllustration: Suvajit Dey

Tulsi Gabbard

TAPPED FOR:
Director of
National
Intelligence
SHORT STORY:
Former Democrat,
unsuccessfully ran
for President in 2020. Later switched
loyalty to Republicans and Trump.
ROLE: According to The New York
Times, she “would oversee 18 spy
agencies and would be responsible for
preparing the President’s Daily Brief, a
daily written intelligence summary.
INDIA CONNECTION: Her mother Carol
took a deep interest in Hinduism;
Gabbard is a practising Hindu.

KristiNoem

TAPPED FOR:
Secretary of
Homeland Security
SHORT STORY:
South Dakota’s first
woman Governor
becamea
Conservative star after she resisted
federal regulations to slow the spread
of the Covid-19 virus. Has backed
Trump’s mass deportations plan. Was
criticised after she wrote about killing
adog that was “untrainable” and a
goat that was “nasty and mean”.

ROLE: Will oversee immigration laws,
will be chief implementer of Trump’s
hardline immigration agenda.

Vivek Ramaswamy

TAPPED FOR: Co-lead, DOGE

SHORT STORY: Competed against Trump for Republican
nomination but subsequently dropped out and endorsed
him. Has vowed support for Trump’s plans to cut
bureaucracy; proposed to eliminate Education
Department, FBI, IRS; cut federal workforce by 75%.

More effective term likely

Trump seems likely to be far more effec-
tive in furthering his political agenda in his
second term than he was in his first. With a
cabal of ardent loyalists backing him, and a
massive mandate that has seen Republicans

the title deed for the land around a decade
later. In the late-1960s, a legal battle began
between the land’s occupants, who despite
residing there for generations did not have
official documents to prove ownership, and
the college’s management, which wanted
to evict these occupants.
Eventually, in an out of
court settlement, the college’s
management decided to sell

College. Awaqf deed is a doc-
ument that establishes a waqf — property
that is permanently dedicated for charita-
ble or religious purposes under Islamic law.

First legal battle
Farook College’s management received

the land to its occupants at
market rate. Documents show thatin the sale
deeds, the college management did not men-
tion that the land in question was waqf prop-
erty granted to the president of the college
management committee for the purpose of
education. They instead said the property

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

take control of both the House and Senate
apart from the White House, there is seem-
ingly very little that could thwart his legisla-
tive agenda.

Trump is also likely wiser from his pre-
vious experience as President, and might

was received as per a gift deed in 1950.

Nissar Commission

In the wake of a number of complaints
against Kerala’s Waqf Board, the CPI(M) gov-
ernment under in 2008 appointed an inquiry
commission led by retired district judge M A
Nissar. The terms of reference for the com-
missionincluded fixing responsibility for the
loss of assets by the board, and recommend-
ing action for their recovery.

Initsreport, the commission deemed the
land in Munambam to be waqf property,and
said the college management had approved
of its sale without the board’s consent. It rec-
ommended action for its recovery.

In 2019, the Waqf Board suo motu de-

be better able to control some natural im-
pulses of his personality that commenta-
tors have repeatedly flagged as hurting his
own objectives.

Apresidency of radical change is likely for
the US and the world.

What is the Kerala waqf land dispute, which became a byelectionissue?

clared the Munambam land to be waqf
property as per Sections 40 and 41 of the
Waqf Act of 1995. The board directed the
Revenue Department not to acceptland tax
from the present occupants (who had been
paying taxes for the past several years). This
directive was overruled by the state govern-
ment in 2022.

After being challenged in the Kerala High
Court in 2022, the state government’s deci-
sion was stayed. Currently, more than a
dozen appeals regarding this dispute are
pending with the court.

The Farook College management too has
challenged the Waqf Board’s takeover. It has
maintained that the land was never wagfland
but gifted to the college by the Sait family.




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,NOVEMBER 16,2024

16 ECcONOMY

SENSEX: 77,580.31 ¥ 110.64 (-0.14%) NIFTY:23,532.70 ¥ 26.35 (-0.11%) NIKKEI: 38,642.91 A 10721 HANG SENG: 19,426.34 ¥ 947 FTSE: 8,069.28 ¥ 191 DAX:19,233.75 ¥ 25.81

Economyinasweet spot, to

grow 7.2%in 2024: Moody's

Sees RBI sticking to tight monetary policy stance going into 2025

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AMID CONCERNS about urban
demand moderation and many
high-frequency indicators sig-
nalling a slowdown, Moody's
Ratings on Friday retained its 7.2%
economic growth projection for
India for calendar year 2024, cit-
ing likely improvement in house-
hold consumption, a sustained
pick-up in rural demand, rising
capacity utilisation, and the gov-
ernment's continued thrust on
infrastructure spending.

“Indeed, from a macroeco-
nomic perspective, the Indian
economy is in a sweet spot, with
the mix of solid growth and
moderating inflation. We fore-
cast a 7.2% growth for calendar
year 2024, followed by 6.6% in
2025 and 6.5%in 2026,” Moody’s
said in its Global Macro Outlook
on Friday. The Indian economy
had grown by 7.7% in 2023.

General Motors
lays off about
1,000 workers

Detroit: General Motors is laying
off about 1,000 workers world-
wide, shedding costs asit tries to
compete ina crowded global au-
tomobile market.

The workers, mostly white
collar, were notified about the
decisions early Friday. The com-
pany confirmed the layoffs in a
statement but gave few details.

“We need to optimise for
speed and excellence,” the state-
ment said. "This includes oper-
ating with efficiency, ensuring
we have the right team structure
and focusing on our top priori-
ties." GM and other automakers
have been navigating an uncer-
tain transition to electric vehicles
both in the US and worldwide,
trying to figure out where to in-
vest capital and how fast the
switch will happen.

The company has had to de-
velop and update gas-powered
models while investing in EV
battery and assembly plants as
well as minerals and other parts
for the next generation of elec-
tric vehicles.

Through September, US new
EV sales are up 7.2% to about
936,000, according to
Motorintelligence.com. That's
slower growth than the 47% in-
crease in 2023. But EV sales this
year are likely to surpasslast year's
record of 1.19 million, and the EV
share of new vehicle sales this year
is 7.9%, up from 7.6% last year. GM
has about 150,000 employees
worldwide, with the largest group
atits technical centre in the Detroit
suburb of Warren, Michigan. The
company had 76,000 white-col-
larworkers worldwide at the end
of last year. AP

Despite a near-term uptick,
inflation should moderate to-
wards the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) target in the coming months
as food prices ease amid higher
sowing and adequate foodgrain
buffer stocks, the agency said.
Potential risks to inflation from
heightened geopolitical tensions
and extreme weather events un-
derscore the RBI's cautious ap-
proach to policy easing.

InOctober, the RBI stuck toits
forecast that the Indian economy
will expand 7.2% in the fiscal end-
ing March 2025 despite recent
evidence showing activity start-
ing to taper off. The RBI's outlook
is far more optimistic than the
6.5-7% growth projected by the
finance ministry economists.

India’s rural demand contin-
ues to improve, but urban de-
mand appears to be moderating
due to softening consumer sen-
timent, the ministry said in the
September monthly economic
review. India's GDP growth rate

for the January-March quarter of
2024 came in at a solid 7.8% and
at6.7%in Q2, driven by a revival
in household consumption, ro-
bust investment and strong
manufacturing activity.

“High-frequency indicators
including expanding manufac-
turing and services PMIs, robust
credit growth and consumer op-
timism-signal steady economic
momentuminQ3,” Moody’s said.

Household consumption is
poised to grow, fuelled by in-
creased spending during the on-
going festive season and a sus-
tained pick-up in rural demand
on the back of an improved agri-
cultural outlook, it said.
Additionally, rising capacity util-
isation, upbeat business senti-
ment, and the government's
continued thrust on infrastruc-
ture spending should support
private investment.

Sound economic fundamen-
tals, including healthy corporate
and bank balance sheets, a

stronger external position and
ample foreign exchange reserves
also bode well for the growth
outlook, according to Moody's.
Sporadic food price pressures
continue to inject volatility in the
disinflation trajectory. Headline
inflation breached the upper
bound of the RBI's 4% (+/-2%) tol-
erance band for the first time in
more than a year in October, ac-
celerating to 6.2% amid a sharp
jump in vegetable prices.
Despite the near-term uptick,
inflation should moderate to-
ward the RBI's target in the com-
ing months as food prices ease
amid higher sowing and ade-
quate food grain buffer stocks.
Although the central bank
shifted its monetary policy
stance to neutral while keeping
the repo rate steady at 6.5% in
October, it will likely retain rela-
tively tight monetary policy set-
tings into the next year, given the
fairly healthy growth dynamics
and inflation risks, itadded. FE

Sebi slaps 326 cr
fine on Reliance
Big Entertainment
in RHFL fund
diversion case

New Delhi: Capital markets reg-
ulator Sebi has asked Reliance
Big Entertainment to pay 326
crore in fines for failing to clear
penalties imposed by the regu-
lator in a case pertaining to ille-
gal diversion of funds.

The regulator also warned
that assets, including bank ac-
counts, of Reliance Big
Entertainment Pvt Ltd (now
known as Rbep Entertainment
Pvt Ltd) will be attached if they
fail to make the payment within
15 days of the notice issued on
Thursday.

The notice was issued after
the entity (Reliance Big
Entertainment) failed to pay the
Rs 25 crore fine imposed by the
regulator in August this year.

In the demand notice, Sebi
directed the entity to pay Rs 26
crore, including interest and re-
covery costs within 15 days.

In August this year, the mar-
kets watchdog barred industri-
alist Anil Ambani and 24 others
from the securities market for
five years on charges of diversion
of funds from RHFL PTI

As senior living sector grows in India, a
25-year-old policy set to get a refresh

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

THE MINISTRY of Social Justice
and Empowermentis working on
amending the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007 and updating
the National Policy for Older
Persons, 1999 to promote India’s
senior care economy, including
the senior living sector.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Association of Senior
Living India (ASLI), , Secretary
Amit Yadav highlighted the need
to address challenges around
propertyrights and the key role of
the private sector in developing
senior living in India.

“Right now, the ministry is
working on two areas. We had
come outwithapolicyin 1999 on
senior citizens. Now, we are in a
position where, after wide consul-
tations with stakeholders, the
new policy isin the making. It will
give us a direction for the next 25
years. The other thing is amend-
ments to the 2007 act, based on
challenges or inputs that have
been received over a period of
time. This shows very clearly the
intent and the way the govern-
ment is preparing the country for
the senior citizens,” Yadav said.

Both the 1999 policy and the
2007 act, which was amended in
2019, include clauses dealing with
protection of property rights and
old age homes. The changes are
likely to address the evolving land-
scape of senior care, now charac-
terised by active participation
from private service providers, de-

velopers, and operators. In their
current form, both policy and leg-
islation deal primarily with old
age homes supported by state or
local governments. However, the
senior living market now encom-
passes a much broader array of
players, services, unit types,anda
new dynamic between buyers,
developers, and operators.

60% of the market
concentrated in South

The share of citizens aged 60-
plus is set to increase from 157
millionin 2024 (11 per cent of to-
tal population) to 260 million in
2040 (16 per cent) and 346 mil-
lion in 2050 (21 per cent). “The
challenge is the growing numbers.
(The government) has to work
with the private sector... The
other thingis the feminization (of
senior population), as people
above 60 are more women and
widows than men because the life
expectancy for women is much
higher than for men,” Yadav said.

Since 2022, senior living
launches in India have averaged
2,000 units per year, almost dou-
ble of around 1,100 units launched
annually between 2014 and 2021,
according to a new JLL report
launched at the event. The report
added that 60 per cent of India’s
senior living market is concen-
trated in the south, followed by 20
per centin the north, 16 per centin
western India, and 4 per cent in
eastIndia.

The reportalso found that the
top 10 players in the senior living
market, including Ashiana
Housing, Columbia Pacific, Antara,
Pranjape, Athulya, Primus Life,and

Covai Care,account for 81 per cent
of India’s total senior living inven-
tory. Moreover, 81 per cent of
launched units are priced be-
tweenRs50lakhtoRs 1 croreand
86 per cent are sized between 500
to 1,500 square feet. The demand
for senior living units is set to
touch 2.3 million units by 2030
compared to 1.6 million units in
2024.

“By 2050, one in every five
Indians will be a senior. That rep-
resents about 70 per cent of the
world's population of seniors. It's
avery large and staggering num-
ber. Life expectancy has gone up
inIndia, fortunately, but so has the
disease burden. As you grow older,
there are four Is-instability, im-
mobility,impairment and incon-
tinence,” Rajit Mehta, ASLI
Chairman and CEO of Antara
Senior Living said.

Mehta added that post-Covid,
seniors are increasingly seeking
an active lifestyle and have also
become very digitally savvy. “They
also want people to curate serv-
ices for them. Now, you see alot of
travel portals coming up for curat-
ing travel procedures. Alot of geri-
atric care hospitals are also com-
ing up for seniors. Many have now
expressed a desire to liveamongst
people who are non-seniors,” he
said. Antara has also launched its
first intergenerational project
where seniors and non-seniors
live together.

Need for nodal agency

In terms of government sup-
port, Mehta suggested there
should be one nodal agency that
deals with senior care, which

deals with issues of social justice,
health, housing, and infrastruc-
ture. He added that a taskforce can
also be created to study best prac-
tices followed in countries like
Japan and Switzerland, where
senior care is very developed.

Mehta also suggested that
when master planning is done for
cities, land should be demarcated
separately for senior living so that
allocation s easier and costs more
manageable. Anticipating rapid
expansionin the senior living seg-
ment, policymakers and regula-
tors are moving quickly. In
February, the government’s apex
think tank NITI Aayog released a
report recommending reforms,
including accreditation for senior
care facilities and a single window
approval to fast-track projects. The
latter recommendation is espe-
cially crucial, given the time-sen-
sitive needs of senior buyers and
the real estate sector’s reputation
for long delays in handing over
possession.

Moreover, in March, the social
justice and empowerment min-
istry set minimum standards for
senior citizen homes, followed by
Maharashtra’s Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (RERA)
drafting model guidelines for sen-
iorliving projectsin May. The cen-
tral government’s focus on senior
careisalso set tointensify, evident
fromits recent decision to extend
the Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY in-
surance programme to citizens
aged 70 and above and IRDAI’s
scrapping of age limits on pur-
chase of health insurance policies.
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NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

TIM MILLET, Vice President of
Platform Architecture
(Hardware Technologies) at
Apple, is clear about what differ-
entiates the company’s silicon
strategy and why it is able to out-
perform the competition contin-
uously. “We are not a merchant
silicon company. We do not
build chips and sell them to
other people. We do not make
money that way. Folks who do
make money that way have the
burden of adding margin on top
of whatever they buy,” he said.

Speaking to The Indian Express
soon after the announcement of
the new Apple M4 Pro and M4
Max processors, which Apple
claims “feature the world’s fastest
CPU core, delivering the industry’s
best single-threaded perform-
ance”, Millet highlighted that
merchant silicon companies
“can’t just go to the latest cutting
edge technology like the second
generation, three
nanometer...butwe (Apple) ben-
efitfromitinaway thatwe believe
itis worth it. It delivers for us and
our products and our cus-
tomers... we are trying to leave
nothing on the table.”

Apple’s secret weapon
Explaining what gives Apple
silicon an edge now, Millet said,
“We take advantage of the three
major components, the architec-
ture, the design, and the process
technology. Our fourth tool, really

India market data for November 14. International market data till 1900 IST

TIMMILLET ON APPLE’S CHIP PHILOSOPHY

‘We are not a merchant silicon
company, we are trying to
leave nothing on the table’

Apple M4 Pro and M4 Max processors feature the world’s
fastest CPU core, claims the company. Apple.com

our secret weapon, I think; is our
ability to co-design these amaz-
ing chips with the system teams
and the product designers as they
are imagining possibilities.”

Always designed for Al

With Cupertino starting to
roll out Apple Intelligence fea-
tures in different parts of the
world, Boger clarified that they
have “always had intelligent fea-
tures in our Mac”. “One of the
things that we announced is the
fact that Apple Intelligence runs
on any Mac with an M series
chip, right? So from the first M1
chip, we have included the
Neural Engine, and we have a
great architecture for Al. And we
also have developers taking ad-
vantage of Apple silicon to offer
our customers intelligent fea-
tures. So the M Series chips were
always built for Al,” he said.

[ think we have to go back to
2017 when we introduced the
Neural Engine in our iOS prod-
ucts. And really this was inspired
by our recognition of the impor-

tance of computational photog-
raphy,” explained Millet.

He accepts thatitisa“little bit
of good fortune that this invest-
ment turned out to pay off”.

‘Push things forward’

“One of the things that we do
with Apple siliconis we advance
the state of the art, right? And we
push things forward, whatever
metric you measure it by,
whether it is CPU performance,
GPU performance, Neural
Engine performance because
that has always been the name
of the game,” added Boger, un-
derlining that Apple silicon con-
tinues to just push things further
“because that’s what our cus-
tomers do”.

Generation after generation of
the A Series chips made for
iPhones and iPads, Boger said, had
this tremendous focus on power
efficiency,and they have kept that
focus with the M series chips
which are now in its fourth gen-
eration. FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

I-T Dept nudges taxpayers to
disclose foreign assets correctly

Revised returns can be filed by December 31

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

IN AN explicit nudge to taxpay-
ers citing compliance with global
disclosure norms, the Income
Tax Department has urged them
to disclose details of foreign as-
sets and income correctly in
their income tax returns and file
revised returns by December 31,
if there is a requirement to up-
date the information.

The Department, it is learnt,
will also begin an e-campaignin
the next few days to facilitate fil-
ing of details of foreign assets
and income by taxpayers, a gov-
ernment official said.

The campaign is being
launched with the aim to reach
out to those taxpayers who have
not disclosed details of their for-
eign income and assets correctly
in their income tax returns but
the tax department has received

information about them
through various information-
gathering and sharing agree-
ments of India with other coun-
tries, an official said. “There is
substantial information being
received from other countries
about ownership of foreign in-
come and assets. This campaign
will provide a window to tax-
payers to disclose their informa-
tion of foreign income and assets
correctly in their income tax re-
turns,” the official said.

The Income Tax Department
has urged taxpayers that by en-
suring full transparency in tax re-
turns, taxpayers can "avoid legal
hassles and contribute to na-
tional development”.

“If you have not disclosed
your foreign assets and income
in your original ITR, there is an
opportunity to rectify this
through filing a revised return.
The Income Tax Department al-
lows taxpayers to correct any

omissions or inaccuracies by fil-
ing a revised return. For the AY
2024-25 revised return can be
filed up to 31.12.2024,” the
Department said in a note.

The details about foreign as-
sets and income are shared be-
tween the countries in line with
international reporting frame-
works such as the Common
Reporting Standard (CRS) and
the Foreign Account Tax
Compliance Act (FATCA) aimed
to tackle tax evasion by increas-
ing transparency and coopera-
tion among tax authorities glob-
ally.Under CRS and FATCA, India
receives detailed information
about financial accounts held by
its residents in foreign jurisdic-
tions, which includes account
holder's name, address, and tax
identification number (TIN), ac-
count number and balance, in-
come details such as interest,
dividends, and other financial
proceeds.

Lofty election promises could further strain already tight fiscal situation

AGGAMWALIA
& AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER15

AS ASSEMBLY elections get un-
derway in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand, political parties across
the spectrum are outdoing each
other in making ambitious poll
promises. The problem, though, is
that a bulk of these promises
could put further strainon already
tight fiscal scenarios in both states.

Maharashtra has so far main-
tained a relatively healthier debt
position, keeping its fiscal deficit
under 3 per cent of gross state do-
mestic product (GSDP)for the past
three years. However, its growth
in per capita income has lagged
behind that of other large states.
Jharkhand faces more significant
fiscal pressures, with a debt-to-
GSDP ratio consistently above 30
per cent over the last three years.
At the same time, the state has
channelled capital expenditure
toward social services, which
could yield long-term human
capital benefits.

Notably, Jharkhand boasts the
lowest female unemployment
rate in India even as it offers the
highest wages in organised man-
ufacturing. Yet, per capitaincome
remains a challenge for both

states. Although Maharashtra
leads the nation in economic ac-
tivity, its per capita income growth
hasbeen sluggish, with a CAGR of
just 2.99 per cent over thelast five
years, trailing the national average
of 3.1 per cent.

Maharashtra: Largest
contributor to India’s
GDP with services
sector in the lead

Maharashtra, where elections
are slated for November 20, saw
its gross state domestic product
(GSDP) grow by 7.6 per cent in
2023-24, reaching over Rs 24 1akh
crore (at constant prices) from Rs
20 lakh crore in 2018-19. The
state’s economy continues to be
largely driven by services — pri-
marily real estate, financial serv-
ices,and hospitality — which con-
tribute roughly 60 per cent to its
gross value addition, followed by
manufacturing at 30 per centand
agriculture at 10 per cent.

Later this month, Maharashtra
will see a face off between the in-
cumbent Eknath Shinde-led
Mahayuti alliance that formed the
state government in 2022 after
the Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance fell
due toinsufficient numbersin the
state assembly.

GSDP* (constant)

Per Capita
Income (constant, in X)

Fiscal Deficit
(as % of GSDP)

Capex™*
Total debt to GSDP (%)
Unemployment rate (%)

KEY METRICS OF POLL-BOUND STATES

“(in ¥ lakh crore), ** In ¥ crore, # Centre’s Capex Source: State Budgets, MoSPI
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Holding its position as India’s
economic powerhouse since
1960, Maharashtra's contribution
to national GDP has only slightly
declined, from 15.2 per cent in
2010-11 to 13.3 per cent in 2023-
24. Despite growing competition
from states like Tamil Nadu (8.9
per cent of GDP) and Karnataka,
Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh (each
around 8 per cent), Maharashtra
hasretained itslead. According to
estimates, Maharashtrais likely to
be the firstIndian state tobecome
a $1 trillion economy by 2040.

Sluggish growth in
per capita income

and unemployment
a key focus

However, the state’s per capita
income growth has been compar-
atively sluggish. From 2019-20 to
2023-24, per capita income rose
at an annually compounded rate
of 2.99 per cent toRs 1.64 lakh (at
constant prices), trailing behind
the national average CAGRof 3.11
per cent. Other big states like
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and
Karnataka have outperformed
Maharashtra on this indicator.

Maharashtra’s fiscal deficit as
a percentage of GSDP has in-
creased from 2 per cent in 2021-
22 to 2.8 per centin2023-24, with
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potential toincrease further onac-
count of populist poll promises.
On the other hand, its debt-to-
GSDP ratio has improved, declin-
ing to 17.6 per cent from 18.3 per
cent over the same period.

Inthe run-up to the polls, both
the Mahayuti thatisin powerand
the MVA alliance in opposition
have made promises thatinclude
various sops forwomen, farmers,
and unemployed youth that could
further stress the state’s finances.

Unemployment in
Maharashtra has remained below
the all-India average between
2019-20 and 2022-23. However,
in 2023-24, it slightly exceeded

the national average at 3.3 per
centcompared to 3.2 per cent. For
contrast, in 2021-22,
Maharashtra’s rate was 3.5 per
cent against the national average
of 4.1 per cent. The state’s average
unemployment rate over the last
five years was 3.4 per cent, while
the youth unemployment rate has
averaged at a higher 11 per cent.

Unemployment is a key poll
issue, with Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis pledging to fill at least 1
lakh government jobs once back
to power, while Aditya Thackeray
from the Opposition MVAalliance
has promised to conduct job fairs
every four months.

Inflation also remains a key
point of concern. In September; re-
tail inflation in the state stood at
5.04 per cent as against the all-
India rate of 5.49 per cent. Even
though in FY24, the inflation rate
eased to 5.1 per cent from 7.3 per
cent a year ago, over the last four
years, theinflation rate in the state
has remained above 5 per cent.

Jharkhand: High wages
in manufacturing but
low per capita income

With the lowest female un-
employment rate and the highest
manufacturing wages in the
country, Jharkhand is set to vote
in two phases November 13 and
20.Astate richin minerals, which
helps it earn over three-fourth of
its non-tax revenue and around
14 per cent of total revenue,
Jharkhand, however, grapples
with the challenge of high debt-
GSDPratio, with the levels hover-
ing over 30 per cent in the last
three years. In Jharkhand, the in-
cumbent CM Hemant Soren’s
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
in alliance with the Indian
National Congress (INC) will face
off against the BJP, which lost the
2019 assembly elections under
CM Raghubar Das. While high
manufacturing wages indicate

better employment conditionsin
the organised sector in the state,
other sectors and economic indi-
cators lag behind. The per capita
income in Jharkhand isamong the
lowest in the country along with
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Manipur.
In 2023-24, per capita net state
domestic product (at constant
prices)was the lowest for Bihar at
Rs 32,174, followed by Uttar
Pradesh at Rs 50,875 and
Jharkhand at Rs 65,062.
Manufacturing accounts for
around 30 per cent of the state’s
GSDP, next only to the services
sector whose share is around 45
per cent. The mining-focused na-
ture of economic activity in
Jharkhand is reflected in the high
wages in the organised manufac-
turing sector, with the state
recording Rs 3.17 lakh as wages
per worker -- the highest among
35 states and union territories of
the country and over 1.5 times of
the all-India wage per worker of
Rs2.05lakhin2022-23,datafrom
the latest Annual Survey of
Industries 2022-23 showed.
Ontheinflation front, retail in-
flation moderated to 5.7 per cent
for 2023-24 from 6.1 per cent in
2022-23.In September, the infla-
tionrate in the state was at 5.15 per
cent,abitlower than the all-India
inflation rate of 5.49 per cent.
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SPECIAL BRANCH

POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

No. SB PHQ/SEC-24/Store/ 447/2024 Bhopal, Dated :- 12-11-2024
Tender ID-2024_MPP_381624_1, Dated-12.11.2024

// ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE //

E-tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police (G) Police Head Quarter, Bhopal for
the Financial Year 2024-25 for rate contract for purchase of following, Items on website
https://www.mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:-

2. Tender

document
(https://www.mppolice.gov.in/en/tenders)
3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:-https://www.mptenders.
gov.in/nicgep/app
4 Tender Schedule:

can be

download

S. Name Of Item Specification Tender Fees EMD Rs.

N. Paid Online Through
mptenders.gov.in

01. | Stationary & office supply items As per tender 1000/- 45000/-

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any
condition &must submit online through website https://www.mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

from

the website of MP Police

NO.

Tender Activ

ity

Date & Time

Bid submission start date

12.11.2024 at 1700 hrs.

Last date of purchase e-Tender document

03.12.2024 at 1700 hrs.

04.12.2024 up to 1700 hrs.

1
2
3 |Bid will be opened on
4 |Demonstration from (Fgt 1 @)

09.12.2024 up to 1200 hrs.

G-18968/24

die- faega W@ &g MLP. Police Website (https://www.mppolice.gov.in/en/tenders) va M.P.
Tender Website (https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app) ™ €

Sd/
A.L.G. of Police
SB(G)M.P. Bhopal
Tel.No. 0755-2443654

Pporel d -4 Canara Bank

T PRSI T WS

Ref.No. 5788/E-Nivida-Rampur/24-25

& Sowi of lnelle Unodaertakiog

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Rampur Circle, P.W.D. Rampur

E-Procurement Short Notice Inviting Tenders

1. The Superintending Engineer Rampur Circle, U.PP.W.D. Rampur on behalf of Governor of Uttar
Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved Contractors registered
with UP PWD. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the
minimum qualification criteria specified in the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the

Date: 11-11-2024

¥ fat=as= Syndicate ) contract.
Regional office: Pumea SI. | DISTRICT Name of Work Total Bid Time of | Costof | Category
9
No Estimated | Security| completion | tender of road
DEMAND NOTICE .
cost (Rs.in | of the work | documents | contractor
tssued U5 13(2) securitization and Reconstruction of financial assels andenforcement of Securty Inerest Act, 2002 read with rufe 3(1) ofthe (Rs.in Lac) | (Including | including | eligible
securily interest (Enforcement) ries, 2002, The Caption Notice was Served Upon, WS Barquat Garments, Proprietor- Nafish Haider Sfo Lac) (Ex. rainy | GST (RS,
Md.Noor Alam (hereinafter referred to as "the Borrowers") & Noor Alam 5/0 Md.Tashlim (hereinafter referred to as “the GST) season)
Guarantor”) by the undersignad being the authonsed officar of Canara Bani in exercisa of powers conferred ui's 13{2) read with rule 3 of the 1 3 3 4 5 6 7 3
securty inferesd I:!Enfm'.gn”me{"' EUUE!IDH'IE Bunpmﬁishfhhﬂgagnr[s]f&raarﬂnr[s]lllmd qmrﬂemmmu_m.memmmpaﬂhﬂ Work of Reconstruction of roads transferred from Sugarcane Department under the Financial year
amount menton in respective Demand notice(s) within &0 days from the date of respeciive notice as per the details given below as the 202324 -
accounts have been dassified as "Mon performing assets” as on 03.12.2020 copees of such nolice(s) I8’ are available with the . S
undersigned on any working day during normal working hows. For due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been 1 | Rampur |Re-Construction work of|  75.00 | 575 | 3months | 2354.00 | °“A’,°B
morgagedhypothecated with Canara Bank by the Borrowes(s) Guarantons). If the Borrower(s W Guarantor(s) fail o make payment to the Munshiganj Bajpur Road
bank as aforessid, the bank shal proceed aganst the sbove secured assefs under section 13(4) of the said act and the applicable rules to Milak Bhoowari Road
entiraly at wiare prohbited under the act to transfer the aforesaid assets whather hywayﬂfﬁaie._Leaseceum;!mﬁe withaut prior writlen 2 | Rampur | Re-Construction work of| 75.50 575 3months | 2354.00 | ‘A’, ‘B’
pongent of the bank, Amy person how Conlravenes the said Act or rules made thare under shall be liable for mprsonmment andior panally as Swar Munshiganj Road
provided under thee Act. The mofics is ssued without prejudice to cur rights and ramedies at your risk and costs. to Budi Dariyal Road
Name of Account! Borrower'siGuarantor's and Name of Branch (A} Date of Demand Naotice 3 Rampur 'Reconstruction work of| 39.00 3.90 2 months 2354.00 ‘A, ‘B’
(B) Total outstanding as on 05.09_2024 Rahmatganj Karimpur
1. MIS Barquat Garments (Borrower) (Proprietor - Mafish Haider) Ward No - 06 Mustafa | (&) 06.09.2024 : road
Nagar, Saharsa- 852201 (B) Rs.19,92,384.55 (Rupees > Bids must be download online form 10:00 AM on date 18.11.2024 to 12:00 PM on dated 23.11.2024

2. Mafish Haider (Propriator) Sio Md Noor Alam Ward No - 06 Mustafa Nagar, Saharsa-

8522

3. Noor Alam (Guarantor) 5/o Md Tashlim Ward No-06 Mustafa Nagar, Saharsa-852201

EBranch-Saharsa Branch

Mineteen Lakhs Ninaty Two Thousand
Three Hundred Eighty Four And Paisa
Fifty Five Only} logether with further
interest and incidental axpenses and
costs,

2018/42 1T/2017 (22) Date 03-01-2018 after opening of the

Details of Sacurity assals

Sale Dead No: 15124 Dated 16.12.2008

All That Par And Parcel Of Land Measuring 10 Dhur Coverad Under Khata Ne-B62(O0IdHT02 (New), Khasra Mo - T30 {Old)1195 (New),
Jamabandi No- 2739, Siuated At Mauza - Kahra Chakle Ratanpura, Nagar Parishad Ward Mo- 4/13/6, Tauzi No- 4968, Thana No- 195,
Anchal- Kahra. Disfrict- Saharsa, In The Name Of Md Mooralam 5/0 Md Tashlim,
Boundary : North - Road, South - Md Sabbir, East- MdArsad, West - Md Sifait Al

Name of Title holder-hd Noor Alam 510 Md. Tashim

provisions of G.O.

and the technical bids will be opened online date 23.11.2024 at 12:30 PM in Office of Superintending
Engineer Rampur Circle PWD Rampur and Financial bids of the qualified bidders will be opened on
date & time as notified. According to the provisions of Government Order no. 1/2018/3070/78-2-

bidder has to submit original documents personally in department/ office. In the event of non
submission of original documents by the bidder, the appropriate action will be taken in accordance with

» All terms & conditions can be seen on website http:/etender.up.nic.in. The bidders have to login on

technical and financial bids, the qualified

27.08.2020.

AUTHORISED OFFICER
CANARA BANK

DAKSHIN BIHAR GRAMIN BANK

REGIONAL OFFICE: NAWADA

Auction Sake of immovable Property mortgaged to the Bank under Securitization and Reconstruchion of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Interest Act- 2002
read with rules 5.6,7,8 and 9 of the Security. Interest {Enforcement rules, 2002), Possession of the following property has been taken over by the Authorized Officer,
pursuantio the Nofice issued Uis 13(2), 13 (4) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Asset and Enforcement of Security Inferest Act- 2002 in the bamowers
accounts mentioned below with a nght to sell the same on *AS IS WHERE |5 AND “AS 15 WHAT 15" basis for realization of the Bank's Dues,

S.

N. Branch

Borrower's
Name(B)
IGuarantor's
Name(G)

Details Of Property
(Name of Mortgagor!

(Al Demand Notice 13(2)
(B/Possession Notice 13(4)
(ClBalance outstanding

as per Demand Notice.

(AlReserve Price Rs.

(BIEMD
(ClIncremental Bid
Amount

=
DALLUCHAK

(B) Sri Srikant Prasad,
Sio an Bibhuti Prasad
AIC No. 33060510015321
of Murarpur, Katari,
Shekhpura-811105

(G) Smt Shanti Devi
W/O.Sri Bibhuti Prasad of
Murarpur,Katar.Shekh
pura=-g 11105

All that part & Parcal of the property consisting of Land & Building in
the name of Smi Shanti Devi W/ Sri Bibhuti Prasad, Area 6.5
Decimal,under Tauzi no 7016, Khata no. 328 , Khesra no. 2940,
Thana no. 179, Mauza - Murarpur.Ps- Shelkhpura within the
Registraion sub District & District Shekhpura.
Boundry : North - Gokhul Mahio South - Jugeshwar Mahto | East
-Pain, Wesi - Road and Ramjee Mahio .

A) 30.10.2018

(B} 03.12.2019

(C) Rs.8,98,387 + Further
Intt. + Other Charges

(A) Rs. 6.60,000(-
(B} Rs. 66,000/
(C) Rs.10,000/-

Prahari U.R.L. http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ to upload required documents as per Goverment
Order No. 879(1)/23-7-2020 dt. 25-08-2020 & E-N.C./HOD’

Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.

s uppwd Order No. 4859/4M-LC/2020 dt.

(R.A. Dohare)
Superintending Engineer

(Krishan Vir)
Executive Engineer
Pro.Div. PWD, Rampur

UPID-222372 dt. 14.11.2024
www.upidadv.gov.in

Rampur Cir., PWD, Rampur
Ph. 0595 - 2351163

Email - pwdrampur @gmail.com

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

CORRIGENDUM

Corrigendum to E-Tendar Na. Sr.
DEE/ADU4T (24-25) Dt. 21.10.2024
for following tender. Tender No, EL-
50-1-ADI-T-62-2024-25 Name of
Work: Electrical work In connection
with augmentation af sports facility at
Sabarmali and repairs o ol o oul
FOB at Anmedabad Railway station
Changes to be noted: Tender
cancetled on technical ground. 500

TENDER NOTICE

CO 3 JAK RIF invites sealed tenders preferably from
Ex-servicement, War Widow/Widows of Ex-Servicement to
run Wet Canteen & Tailor Shop for a period 11 Months with
effect from 01 Dec 24, Tender form can be collect from Accts
Branch, 3 JAK RIF upto 30 Nov 24, Last date for tender
submission is 05 Dec 24.

Note: The Regl shops is subject to move Unit,

Mob No: 7797621026

(Rear JCO)

Ffow us an: BN twitter.com/WesternRly
¥

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

ELECTRICAL WORK
E-Tender Motice No. SrDEEADLET
(24-25). d1.12.11.2024, Tender Mo. EL-
AO-1-ADI-T-67-2024-25 Mame of Work:
Asarva - Electrical work in connaction
with: provision of - aifr conditioning  in

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice Mo, JHS-M-W-52-24

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr, Divislanal Signat & Telecommunication Engineerihansl, DRMs office, Fhanst, for
and on behalf of President of Indig Invite apen Tender through on Lins (E-Tendering)
far the following Waorks,

Date ; 13.11.2024

affice of the Sr. DSTEARDI, Estimated

| f ! Prov f il I Z : ]
Description of work | Provision of Sectional signalling malntenance Confracts in cost T 1.35,97.349i-, Eamest Money:

saction ol ADRSTE/BMNDA of Jhans division far ane year,

¥ o2A8.000/ Date and Time af

Approx Cost : Ra. 2912408 47 Earnest Money @ Ra. 533000 Submission and opening: Mot later than

HATHIYAMA

(B)-Sri Gopal Kumar
Pandey 3/0 3ri
Magendra Pandey,
Ac.Np-33020510003094
of Vill+Po+Ps-Hathi
yarma, Shekhpura-211105
{G)-5ri Madhav Kr
Pandey, S/o-5ri
Magendra Pandey. & Sn
kartlkey S/0 Sri Ram
Lagan Singh of vil +
Po+Ps-Hathivama |
Shekhpura-811105.

All that part & Parcel of the propery cansisting of Land & Building
Area 7.25 Decimal, Under Tauzi no-225 Khata no, 77 Khesra no.
131, Thara no_158. Mauza- Hathivama, Vill +Ps+ Post.- Hathlyama,
within the Regestralon sub- Distnct and District Shedkhpura Sale
Deed No 8560, Dated 26.12.2012 In the name of Sri Gopal Kumar
Pandey. /0 Sri Nagendra Pandey.\ill+Paost+Ps. Hathiyama Disii-
Shekhpura.

Bounded By- Morth —Arjun Pandey , South — Arjun Pandey, East—
Ram Naresh Pandey West - Krishna Kumar Pandey .

A) 21.10.2021

(B} 11.05.2022

(C) Rs.42,20,432.24 +
Future Init, + Qfher
Charges

A} Rs. 25,50,000:-
(B} Rs. 2,55,000/-
{C) Rs.10,000/-

15:00 Hrs of 10-12-2024 and 10-12-2024

Cost of Tender Form : Nl Opening of tender © 06 122024 Time 1500] | 5t 15-30 Hrs. Address of the office and

Website details: Sr. Divislonal Elactrical

Completion period from |ssue of letter of acceptance : 12 Maonths Engineer, O.R.M. Office (WR.), Hear

@ Tenderon line can be submitted upto 15.00 hra on 06.12.2024. @ Forfull detsils
and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website wwwireps.gow.in

Chamunda bridge, Qpp. G.C.5. hospital,
Maroda road, Amdupura, Ahmedabad-

SHEKHOPUR SARAI

{B)-5ri Sujay Kumar S/o
SriArun Kumar

(AIC No.-33120510016135
& 33120810008013 ) of
Panhesa,P3-3hekhopur
garal, Shekhpura-811103.
(G)-(1) Smt Nutan Devi
Wia Sn Arun Kumar of
Panhesa P3-Shekhopur
saral Shekhpura-811103.
(2) Smt Kalpana Devi
Wia Sri Rajesh Kumar of
Panhesa PS-Shekhopur
sargi, Shekhpura-
211103,

Nahar

All that part & Parcel of the property consisting of Land & Building in
the name of Smt Kalpana Devi WO S Rajesh Kumar, Total Area 5
Dismal, within the Reqgisiration sub-District and District Sheikhpura
(2) Titte Deed No 11254 Dt 01.01.1989, Mauza- Panhesa, Thana
No.-06, Khata No 124 Khesra Mo -602, Area 5.0 Dismal.

Boundaries: N-Devi Singh,S-Ambika Singh,E-Arjun Singh,W-

All that part & Parcel of the property consisting of Land & Building in
the name of Smt Nutan Devi WIT Sn Arun Kumar, Total Area 5.5
Dismal, within the Registrabon sub-District and District Sheikhpura .
(1) Tifle-Deed No 1926 Dt 08.04,1983, Mauza -Panhesa, Thana No.-
06, Khata No 124, Khesra No-602, Area 5.50 Dismal
Boundaries: N-Uday Shankar Singh & others 3-Dinesh Singh &
Ganesh Singh,E- Khandar, W-Nahar

(A) 08.11.2019

(B) 18.03.2020

(C) Rs.11, 48,313 + Future
Intt, + Other Charges

A} Rs. 5,30,000/)-
{B) Rs. 53,000/-
{C) Rs.10,000/-

SHEKHOPUR SARAI

(B} Sri Jeetendra
Kumar S/o-Rajendra
Prasad Sinha,

(AJC No.
33120610002400 &
353120500000218 )
Vill+Po-Panhesa PS-
ShekhopurSaral, Sheikh
pura, Pin-811103.

{G) Shri Rajendra
Prasad Sip- Late: Ram
swarup 3ingh of Vill + Po-
Panhesa, PS-Shekhopur
Sarai, Sheikhpura, Pin-
811103

All that part & Parcel of the property consisting Area 2.5 Dismil,
under Mouja-Panhesa, Khata no. 206 Khesra ne. 1001 & 1002,
Thana no. 06, P.S.-Shekhopursarai within the Regisfraion sub-
Dizfrict and Shekhpura, Morigage Deed Mo 4585 dated-14.07.2012
in the name of Sri Jeetendra Kumar 5/0 Sri Rajendra Prasad Sinha
Boundry: Morth -Gali, South —Sivaram Singh, East- Balendra
Prasad Singh, West -Musahi

A)24.04.2023
B) 08.08.2023
C)Rs 10,17 174 +

Future Intl, + other
Charges

A} Rs. 1,10,000/-
(B) Rs, 11,000/-
(C) Rs.10,000/-

RAMRAIPUR

(B) Shri Madhav Kumar
Pandey Sio-Shri
Nagendra Pandey

(AJC No-
332305100015657) ,
Vill+PD-Hathivama P3-
Shaikhpura, Dist-Bheikh
pura-811105

(G) Shri Gopal Kumar
Pandey S/a-Shri
Nagendra Pandey & Shri
Kartikey S/0-Shn Ram
Lagan Singh, vill#PO-
Hathiyama,P5-
Sheikhpura, Dist-Sheikh
pura-§11105

All that part & Parcel of the property consisting of Land & Building
Area 11 Dismil,, Khata no. 106, Khesra no.558, Thana no. 96, Mauza
~Kamta within the Registraion sub- District and District
Shekhpura, Sale Dead No 3302 D 26.05 2015 in The Name of Sri
Gopai kumar pandey S/0 Nagendra pandey
Boundry : North -Pappu Singh s/o Swarth Singh, South -Alang,
East-Alang, West-Kanii Singh

A)24.04.2023

B) 08.08.2023

C) Rs 11,11,388 +
Future Intl. + other
Lharges

(A) Rs. 4,10,000/-
(B) Rs. 41,000/-
(G} Rs.10,000/-

BARAT

(B) MIS Bharti
Enterprises Prop-3hri
Pankaj Bharti

{AJIC No-
T273JH00000896 &
12738500000015) Slo-
ahn Brijnandan -inah,
vill-Barat, PO-
Baijnathpur, P5-
Sitamarhi, Dist-Nawada.
{G) Smt Kunti Devi, Wio-
Shn Brijnandan Singh,
Vill-Barat, PO-
Baijnathpur, PS-
Sitamarhi, Dist-Nawada,

All that part & Parcel of the property consisting of Land & Building
Area 05 Dismil, Khata no-160(0), 281{0),856(N) Khesra no. 1260
{0, 126100),1262(0),1063(N) Thana no, 68, within the Regstraion
sub-District and District Nawada, Sale Deed No 2377 Dt 01.03.2011
in The Name of Smi Kunti Devi Wio S Brijnanadan Singh
Boundry : North ~Rasta, South -Juli Devi WiO-Akhilesh Kumar,
Easi—Miz Rasta, West—Mohan Prasad Yadav

A) 08.11.2019
B) 14,02,2020
C) Rs 542580 +

Future Intt, + ather
Charges

(A) Rs. 13,70,000/-
(B) Rs. 1,37,000/-
(C) Rs.10,000/-

Date of Auction- 27,12.2024(TIME 11.00 AM), Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank, Regional Office, Mangar Bigha Mor Nawada
1. For participation in tha Auction, each intending bidder has fo make a refundable deposit EMD by way of Pay Ordesf Demand Oraft, Payable at Dakshin Binar Gramen Bank,

Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank

NAWADA branch. The said EMD will have o be deposited with the Authorized Officer within the Banking hours by 26.12 2024 1ill 5:00 PM. The saxd deposit shall be adjusied in case of
suocesshul bidders. 2. The authorzed Officer resenves the right to accept or regect any or all the bidfoffer or - adpuraipostpone | cancel the auction Sale withou! assigning any reasan
tharecd. 3. The aforesaid property shall not be sold below the resarve price mentioned. 4. [ the Bid/ Offer is acceplad by the Authorized Officar, the successhul Bidder, who has offered
the higihes! sale prica in the bid has to pay a Deposit of 25% of the Bid Amount mclusive of EMD of the Sale Price immedialely on the same day fo te Autharized Officer, failing which
the Eamest Money Depositshall be forfeited and the property shall forthwith will be sold again. 5. The successful Bidder shall pay the remaining 75 % of the bed amount on or before the
15" Day of confirmation of Aucton Sale by means of Pay Order DD favoring Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank, NAWADA Branch. 6. In default of payment of balance amount 75 % of bid
amcunt within the glipulated periodi.a. 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale, the degositamacnt 25 % of bid amount inclusive of EMD shall be foerfeited and the property shall
be resold and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or to any part of the surn forwhich it may be subsequently soid. 7. On confirmation of sale by the bank and if
the berms of payment have been comphied with, the aulhorized officer exencising the power of sale shall issue 8 sale cartficale for immaovable propery! cadificate of sale for moveable
property, a5 the case may be, in favour of the purchaser in the specified formal of the bank as per the rules under Securibization Act 2002, 8. The property is being sold “AS 15 WHERE
[3" AWD "AS |5 WHAT 15" basis and subjects to the condition prescribed in the Secuntization Act 2002, 9. The interested parties / Bidders may inspect the property pui bp for the
Auction Sale dunng the warking hours of the bank for whech they may contacl cur Branch Manager’ Regional Officer with & wntten request accompanied by the copy of
acknowledgmant of EMD as aforesald, 10, The successful Bidder shall baar exclusively afl the charges payable for physical possessson, Registralion Fea, Stamp Duly, Taxes,
Stalutory duas efic. as applicabie. 11. The sale’ aucton is subject to confirmation by the bank. 12. The authorized officar will not be held responsibla for any charge, Lien,
Encumbrances, Property fax or any ofherdues o the government or anybody in respectof the property proposed to be auction, 13. Thisis also & nobice to the bormower / Gusrantorof
the aferesasd loan about holding of auction sale on abave mentioned date if fhelr dues are not repaid in full,
Place : Nawada

Date : 15.11.2024

Authorised Officer

J82345. Websile: wwow.ireps.gowv.in
AIE5

Fallow us on: M twitter.com/WesternRly

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, GUWAHATI

(A statutory body under the asgis of Ministry of Health and Family Wellare, Gaol)

{NORTH CENTRAL RLY/ JHANSI DIVISION-S AND T) 1886/24 (AS)

= wwhaener indianrailways.gov.in 2 |'_.:'|-:| CPRONCRH

Changsarl, Kamrup, Assam-T81101, Websile: www.alimsguwahali.ac.in

Ael MNo- 1-87/2023-24/AlIMS/GHY/ADMN. DR-GRP-A /2233 Dated: 01.11. 2024
VACANCY NOTICE FOR GROUP ‘A’ NON-FACULTY POSTS OF
MEDICAL PHYSICIST ON DIRECT RECRUITMENT BASIS

AlIMS Guwahati invites online applications from Indian nationals for recruitment of posts of
Medical Physicisl (Group- 'A" non- faculty) on Direct Recruitment basis.

Sl.
Mao.

1 | Medical Physicist A

MName of the Post | Group | Pay Level (as per 7th CPC) | Total | SC OBC (EWS |UR

Level-10 as per 7th CPC 1 ol o f 0 1
(RS. 56100-177500)

1. Last date of receip! of online applications will be 30 days from he dale ol publication of the
advartisamant in the Employmant News.

2. For details of recruitment |.e. aligibility eritéria, onlineg application process, salaclion pro-
cess, notifications, comgendum, addendum etc. related o this recruitment will be published/
uploaded anly on the official websile www.alimsguwahatl.ac.In. Candidales are advised
o check the website regularly for updates Sd/-

Executive Director
AlIMS Guwahati

e —————— 4ONAL QFFICE, GAYAZONE

AP Colony, Gaya-BEZ3001, Tel.- 0E31-22201249
Email: zo.gayaihankofindia.co.in

Ba nk of I“dla APPENDIX - IV, Rule 8(1)

Possession Notice (for Immovable Property)

Wharaas,

Theundersigned being the Authorized Officer of the BANK OF INDIA, Bikramgan| Branch under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcemeant of Securnity Interest Act, 2002 and In exercise of powers confermed
under Seclion 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002 issued a demand notice as
detaited In the table hereunder written calling upen the below menticned barrowers to repay the amount shown in the
respective notices mentioned against thedr names in the table, within 60 days from the date of receipt ofthe said nofice.
The borrower/s andlor guarantors/s mentioned below having failed ta repay the amount shown in the respective notices
issued ufs 13(2) within the stipulated time, notice is hereby given fo the below bormoweris and/or guarantors/s and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possassion of ihe propertyfies (Secured Assets) described inthe table
given below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with rule B of the
Security Interest Enforcement) Rules. 2002 on this the 13" day of November of the year 2024, The borrower's andior
guarantors’s in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the propertyfies mentioned in the
table hereunder written and any dealings with the said properiyies will be subject o the charge of the BANK OF INDLA,
Bikramganj Branch (name of the Insfitution} for the amount shown in the respective column of the table and interast
therean, The borrower's andfor guaraniors’s attention is invited 1o provisions of sub-section [8) of section 13 of the Act. in
respect oftime available, to redeem the secured assais

I. Branch, ii. Date Date of
Name of | & Amount as per Description of the immovable property Possession
Borrower | Notice u/s 13(2) of Assets
Mr. 1. {l) Bikramganj | All that parl and parcel of the propery consisting of Plot Ma. | 43.11.2024
Shailendra Branch 2267Mhana No. 500 Khata Mo, 453 Ward Na 16118 (New) Teacher's
Kumar | (I} Demand Mofice | Colony Cily Bikramgan) Within the registration Sub-disirict Bikramgan|
Singh and | Date: 20.04.2024, | and District Rohtas. Sale Deed MNo. B807 dated 23,12.2013 total area
Mrs. Juli % 5,27,11565 0.51 Katha, Bounded: Morth- Sri Subhash Singh, South- Karha (4 Feet
Singh }and interest tharean | Wide), East- 10 Fest Wide Kachcha Rasta, West- Sri Prabhakar Singh
* With further Interast at applicable rate till repaymant.
Date: 13.11.2024 Authorized Officer
Place: Bikramganj Bank of India

AT HEATAT T
AT WU E9ET Aler famtor feremr
e (W)

fferar e
fafaer gt Wi 13/a@ A /2024-25 e, fediw 11.11.2024
frfafaa =t &g ffaed smwtm & St €1 Swafea wE & fawga faemor de@Eze mptenders.gov.in W 3@m
S "R #1

1 2 3 4 5 6
¥ . (% = H)
1 | 2024_PWDRB_381798_1 |F=1 “raret @, @.f.fa. wide & sfava 3-1 9 ERL 499.51 499510.00
$-4 IR FicA, FTH Her@a U 3= AW | SwHeA
TR AT U &2, AIeRROT T i |
2 | 2024_PWDRB_381799_1 |F=1 Jidret GO, @l.f.fa. Oe & i@ 45 oo 399.78 399780.00
et A A TR, AR A6 %, 1 9 6, [ T
e %.3 U9 fRramst TR & wg=mn, 60 fre =t
TEHh T FAMAT T o121, AR ROT T T |
3 [ 2024_PWDRB_381800_1 |IugmT s-1, @l.F.fa. e & 3fqid deRe gUH 43.00 50000.00
-1 (74 sel) R dwen A, -2, ¥ Tgga AT
Tire w1 |
qAT- 942.29

IRE JIAEE AARA A I o IR et qus (U SeRgHe) Sadrse o AIead 9§ U 2 Fonl | et 9ust s
Td WEfeE 3 @ 3ifam fafer 29.11.2024 @ 5.30 o=t fuifa @) ffaer # Rt off opR o1 Geiem 89 W 30 I Je9Ee
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEM E-TENDER HOTICE
Chief Project Manager, Gatl-Shakti Linit,
N Rathway, Jalpur Tor and on behall of
The President al India wviles apen E -
Tender for the follewing work on the date
shawn as below - Tender Mo.: GSU-
ENGG-JP-2024-26-05R1 Mame of work
with location: Dy, CE (GSU) JP Div.:
Provision of |aap line al BMWS and lrack
work In conrecton af traffic faciity al
Kanakpura, (2) Approximate cost of
work: T S00TIEZ6.80/- Bid Security,
TAO0400, (1) Details are available o6
NWRly website waw iteps.govin and
Mabee Baard i CPMIGSULUE  Oifice,
NWR Salpur, (2) Tender No, GSU-ENGG-
JP2024-25-05R1 |5 be closed an

091224 at 1530 hes and opengd o6

08,12 249 a1 16,00 his,

1326-0DK24

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

e-TEMDER HOTICE NO.
DRM-BRC 103 OF 2024-25
Sealed Tenders for and an behalf of the
Prasident of India arg invited by Divisianal
Rallway Manager (W A/C) Western
Railway. Pratapnagar, Vadodara-380 004

No. DRM BRE 103 of 3024-25, Name of
Work: BRCY - Improvement of pipelina

natwark in Mavayard (Sardarnagar) & ‘D
Cabin colony and BRECP - Improvemseant of
Courl Foom, -Slafl Room, Magistrale's
Chamber with abtached W.G , Stare Room
elc_ o firs] flocr of Existing RMS Bailding
Approximate Cost of the work (In T):
1,42,91,214.57, Bld Security to be
deposited (in.T} 2,21.100.00. Date and
time for submission ol lender and
opening of tender: Tender 5 1o be
submilled on 03=-12-3024  before 1500
Hra. and is 1o e opensd on same date at
1530 His. Wabsite particulars and
notice for location where complete
details can be seen & Address of the
office from where the tender form can
be purchased: Wabsile @
www.ireps.gov.in Divisional Railway
Manager (W ASC) Waslern  Radlway,
Fratapnagar, Vadodara-4. A3

Like us on: [l facebook.com/WesternRly

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS

e-TEMDER MOTHZE NO,
DEM-BRC 100 TOQ 102 OF 2024-25

Soaled Tendars for and on behall of (h
Prasidant of India are invited by Divizional
Raltway Manager (W ANZ), Weastarmn
Raihway, Pratapnagas, Vadodass-380 004
for the following works. Sr. Mo.1 : Tender
Mo. DRM BRC 100 of 2024-25. Name of
Work: Palej - Provision of Food Ower
Bridoe 6,10 m wids st Approximate Cost
of the work (In T): 7,57 01.6812.63, Bid
Security o be deposited (in T):
5,28,500.00, 5r. No.2 ; Tender No. DRM
BRC 101 of 2024-25. Name of Work:
Bharuch :- Extension of PF-1
Approximate Cost of the work (in ¥):
4 682295238, Bid Security to be
dapositad (in T 3,84 100,00, Sr. N3 ;
Tender No, DRM BRC 102 of 2024-25,
Mame of Work: Vadodara Didsion -
CTR{S}-4.230 Tkm. TRR{S}E.318 Tkm
and oliar associalad works undar ha
jurisdiction of SrDEN/Sauth/BRC,
Approximate Cost of the work (in T):
266,58 91873, Bld Security to be
deposited {In T): 2.83 300 00, Date and
time for submission of tender and
opening af tender: Tender & 1o be
submifted on §2-12-2024 before 15:00 Hrs,
and & to be apenad on same date at 15:30
Hes Website particulars and nolice for
location where complete details can be
seen & Address of the office from wheara
the tender form can be punchased:
Website @ wwwireps.govin Divisional
Reilway Manager (W AC), Wesiam
Raitwary, Pratapracar, Vadodars-4

BRL-225

Like us on: I3 facebook.comWesternRly

‘@) NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Cn Line Bid based open E-Tenders
pre inviled by Sp DM EACEWCo,
North Eastern: Railway/Lucknow  for
and on behalf of the President of India
for the following works,
S0Mp-1, Tender Motioe Moo 14-20249- W
Descripiion of works: “Supply &
application of Vinyl Graphic Film patch
on exterior (As per the Specification
RDSO2010/CGE-08) (Latest Bevision
and with Anti-CirafTity over laminate as
per the Para 1.0 of Desipn Letter Mo,
MD22151, Dt 10-03=2017) amd
interior {As per the RCF Specification
MDTS-25305 Rev-01) of Trun No.
S22 (Tejas Express) it Axshbag
Coaching Depot m o period of
100 days.”  Approx. Valve (in Rs.)
T 33.63,300.40, EM.D. Money (in Rs.):
% 67 300~ Contract period: 100 Days
» [-Temiler can be uploaded by tenderer,
up to 15K hrs ond09-12- 2024 and will
e opened after 1500 hes, on 09-12-2024,
« Detaled mformation, minimum
clhimbility critersa, Terms and conditions

regarding this e-tender are available at
website weews freps.povdn o Tenderes
should check -y correcion/comgenidum
related 1o this e-fender notice on websile
before uploading their offer

vl Mech. Engineer/C8&W,
CPROYantrik-31 Lucknow

Newver travel on roocf
and foot boards.
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Pintu Kumar S/O Shiv Shankar
Prasad born on 22-07-1994
residing at Gali no -12 Wazirabad
New delhi, have changed my
name to Aayansh vide affidavit
dated 26-10-2024 at New delhi

0050254421-1

I, Naresh Kumar s/o Sh.Babu Lal
R/o G-794, Shakur Pur, Delhi-
110034,have changed my
daughter’s name from Janvi
Mahawar to Janvi
(DOB:18.06.2011). 0040759020-1

I,hitherto known as Gautam
Mukherji,Son of,Sh.Satya
Gopal Mukheriji, R/0,Flat.No.G-
1503,15th Floor,The Jewel Of
Noida Plot.No.GH.14,Eco-
City,Sector-75,Noida,
GautamBuddha Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh-201301,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Gautam Mukerji.

0040759115-10

l,Yogesh Misra,S/0-Keshav Das
Mishra,R/0-Nirala Aspire,D1-
1707, GH-03,Sector-16B,Greater
Noida,West-201307,have
changed my name from Yogesh
Misrato Yogesh Mishra.
Henceforth | would be known
as Yogesh Mishra,for
all,further purposes.

0040759176-1

l,Yashawant Kumar,S/o Babulal
Singh R/0-31,Ashiyana
City,Kudi Kheda Road,Dadri,
GautamBudh-Nagar,U.P-
203207,have changed my name
to Yashwant Kumar,for all
future purpose. 0040759166-4

1,YD PADMAVATHI,spouse
of,Parameswarudu Yadava
Donthula,Presently,residing
at,H.No.13-239,Sai-Baba
Peta,Nandikotkur,Nandyal(Dis
tt.),Andhra-Pradesh-
518401,have changed my
name,from YD PADMAVATHI to
YADAVA DONTHULA
PADMAVATHI,Vide affidavit,
dated-13.11.2024,before-
notary,Deo Raj Singh at, New
delhi. 0040759115-9

I,TUSHAR PRABHAKER R/O L-
1303,0FFICER CITY-1,RAJ
NAGAR Extension GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201001, changed my minor
daughter name,from
WAHENOOR SINGH to
WAHENOOR SINGH
PRABHAKER. 0040759115-3

I,Subhash Sharma,S/o M.L.
SharmaR/o0 A-3/62,Ground
Floor,Alok Kunj, Sector-15,
Rohini-110089, changed my
name to Subhash Chandra
Sharma. 0040759196-1

I,Soniya WO.Arman Khan R/0.K-
138,GaliN0.9/19, Sangam
Vihar,New Delhi-110080,inform
that Sonia & Soniya are the
name of one & Same-Person.

0040759115-2

I,RajivSharma,S/0,ShriO P
Lakhanpal,R/0 QP-89,4th
Floor,Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Rajiv Lakhanpal for all future
purposes. 0040759195-3

I,KASUSHLENDRA KISHORE
JHA,S/O HARE KANT
JHA,ADDRESS-51D/D4,LIG-
FLATS UDYOG VIHAR,SECTOR-
82,NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDH-
NAGAR,UTTAR PRADESH
201304,HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO KAUSHLENDRA
KISHORE JHA. 0040759115-4

I, KASHMERI DEVI W/0O DHANPAL
SINGH, D.0.B.-18/06/1954,R/0O-
Village-Dujana,Post-
Dujana,Tehsil-Dadri,Distt-
Gautam Buddh Nagar U.P.-
203207 has changed my name
from KASHMERI DEVI to
KASHMERI. 0040759166-8

I, Jasmeet Kohli W/O.Inderjeet
Kohli R/0.J-7/80K,2nd
floor,Rajouri Garden,New
Delhi-110027 have changed my
name to Jasmeet Kaur Kohli for
all Purposes. 0040759115-1

I,Gurpreet Kaur W/o Avtar Singh
R/0-309 Street No.6,Sindhi
Colony Swaroop Nagar Badli
Delhi-110042,have changed my
name to Gurprit Kaur

0040759166-2

I,Pardeep Kumar Goel S/o
Jagmohan Gupta R/0-PU-10
PitampuraDelhi-110034,have
changed my name to Pardeep
Goel. 0040759166-3

I,Chander Prakash Meena,S/o-
Ram Karan Meena,R/0-
Apartment.No.208,Flat.No.-
1,Khasra No.199,near-Charan
Singh Farm,Village-
Ghitorni,Delhi-110030,declare
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Asha Devi
in my minor Son Harshit Kumar
Meena aged-14-yearsin his
School Records.Correct name
is AshaMeena. 0040759115-5

I, Sudershan S/o Dwarka Nath
Chhabra R/o Flat-03104, Block
Ebony, Mahagun Mywoods,
Sector-16C, Greater Noida
West, UP-201306 have changed
my name to SUDERSHAN
KUMAR CHHABRA for all
purposes. 0070935155-1

I, Shivani Kanojia,W/o0 Amit
Vashist Flat No-203, Tower-B2,
Cherry County, Bishrakh,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201306 have changed
my name to Shivani Vashist for
all purposes. 0040759050-1

I, Rejesh Malik, W/O Suresh Pal,
R/0 31B Jhang Apartment
Pocket 40 Sector-13 Rohini,
Delhi 110085, has changed my
name to Rajesh for all future
purposes. 0070935139-1

I, Ranjana D/O Sitaram R/O
Flat.No-1301 Tower-F3
Panchsheel Green-1 Greater
Noida West, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201306
has changed my name from
RANJANA to RANJANA
CHAUHAN for all future
purposes. 0070935083-1

I Saroj W/o Mahesh Chhabra R/o
108, Pragatisheel Appt, Sector-
9, Rohini Delhi-85 have
changed my name to Saroj
Chhabra. 0040759166-1

I Sandeep Kumar Singh S/0O
Ghasi Singh Sisodia R/O HNo 5,
2nd Floor, St No 2, West Guru
Angad Nagar, Laxmi Nagar,
Delhi-110092 have changed my
name from Sandeep Singh to
Sandeep Kumar Singh for all
future purposes. 0040759032-1

I Mayank Ashok Kumar Singh
S/0 Ashok Kumar Singh, R/o-
Village and Post
Ashapar,District
Ambedkarnagar,Uttar
Pradesh-224149,have changed
my name to Mayank Singh.

0040759176-3

I Manvir Singh S/0, Inder Pal
Singh Bindra R/o0 55 Balbinder
Apartment, Mayur Bagh
Society, A-6 Paschim Vihar,
Delhi-110063 have changed my
name to Manvir Singh Bindra.

0040759084-1

I, Priyanshu Kumar Alias Amrit
RajS/0 Late Rajnish Kumar,
R/0 J-1/49 Common Service
DDA Flats-4th Floor, Kalkaji,
South Delhi, Delhi-110019, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Ayush
Aryan. 0070935075-1

I, Priti Sharma W/o Rohit
Chaudhary R/o-House.No-22,
Road-No0.72, West-Punjabi
Bagh, Delhi-110026,have
changed my name to Preeti
Chaudhary, Permanently.

0040759022-2

I, Prabash Jain,s/o Parduman
Jain,R/0-A-159, Surya nagar
Ghaziabad UP-201011,have
changed my name to Prabhash
Jain. 0040759176-2

| Gaitry Agarwalla alias Gaytri
Devi alias Gaitry Garg D/o Late
Sh.Jagdish Prasad Agarwalla
W/0 Sh.Hemraj Garg R/o D-
1/33A,Budh Vihar, Phase-1,
Delhi-110086 have changed my
name to Gayatri Garg for all
purposes in future.

0040759016-1

I Ajay VermaS/o Late Sh.Ram
Kumar VermaR/o Flat No.9,
Sudershan Apartment,
I.P.Extn., Patparganj, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Ajay Kumar Verma for all
purposes. 0040759016-2

I,SHREY CHOUDHARY S/O
PRAVEEN CHOUDHARY R/0 G-
21/11-12,Sector -7,Rohini, Delhi
-110085,have changed my
nameto SHREY CHOWDHARY.

0040759195-2

|, BHUPENDRA KUMARS/O
JAGDISH PRASAD R/0O G-21/333,
Sector -7, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my nameto
BHUPENDER MAKKAR.

0040759195-1

I, Neelam Kumari, W/O Bharat
Bhushan Tuli R/0 155, Upper
Ground, Floor J-Extn, Laxmi
Nagar, East Delhi-110092. have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Neelam
Tuli 0070935074-1

I, Mohammad Khomeni S/o Sher
Mohammad R/o0 A-20, New
Brijpuri, Gali-No.1, Krishna
Nagar,Delhi-110051, have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Khumeni.

0040759176-4

I, ASIF ALI, S/o MUBARIKALI R/o
524/10, Gali No. 1, Burari Garhi,
North Delhi, Delhi 110084, have
changed my name to ASIF for all
future purposes. 0130046640-1

I, AAFTABALI, S/o ASIF R/o Khasra
No. 524/10, Burari Garhi, Kamal Pur
Majra, Burari, North Delhi, Delhi
110084, have changed my name to
AAFTAB for all purposes.

0130046641-1

I,hitherto known as GURUPREET
SANGLA,S/o0 ShriHarvnder
Sangla,R/0,5-493,Greater
Kailash-Il,New Delhi-
110048,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as GURUPREETT SINGH
SANGLA. | have complied with
all legal formalitiesin this
connection.

0040759166-5

I, Manisha, D/o Vijay Kumar,
resident of E-32 sector 20
Noida, Gautam Buddha nagar,
UP have changed my name
from Manisha to Manisha
Bhojwani. Henceforth | would
be known by the name of
Manisha Bhojwani for all future
purposes. 0040759014-1

I, Lata Hazela, C/O Mukesh
Kumar, H.No-J-1709, Ajnara Le
Garden, GH-02, Sector-16,
Dadri, Po: Dadri, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
203207, has changed my name
from LATAHAZELA to LATA
KULSHRESHTHA for all future
purposes. 0070935081-1

I, Kavita W/0 Jitender Sehgal R/o
B-004, Sec-122, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, UP-201301, have
changed my name to Palak
Sehgal for all future Purposes.

0070935078-1

I, Gayatri Vats W/o Malay Vats
R/o-Flat.N0.801,Tower-A4,Eros
Sampoornam, Greater Noida-
West,Sector-2, Gautam
Budh,Nagar-201306, Uttar
Pradesh,have changed my
name from Gayatri Vats to
Gayatri Bhardwaj,for all future
purposes. 0040759022-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Pramila Mehra w/o Late Mr.
Nand Kishor Mehra, A-45,
Defence Colony,New Delhi
have lost certain Original
documents, i.e Completion
Certificate, Perpetual Lease
Deed, Building Sanction Plan,
Payment Challans etc. of the
property A-45, Defence Colony,
New Delhi. If found, please
contact atthe above
residence address.

0040759016-3

I Jaideep Sharma S/0 Jai
Prakash Sharma R/0 C230,
Kendriya Vihar, Sector 51,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, UP-
201301 have lost my Original
B.Sc (1980),M.Sc.(1982) & LLB
(1985) Degree of Allahabad
University. FIR Lodged LR
N0.2299524 dtd.13.11.2024.
Finder contact me atabove
address & M.N0.9599805500

0040759112-1

TAT+-OTAT

I, Awadesh Khanna S/o Ashok
Kumar Khanna, R/0-89A, Block-
C,HigFlats, Sector-105,
Noida,Gautam Buddha-Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201304,have
changed my nameto
Awadhesh Khanna,
Permanently. 0040759022-3

I,Chander Prakash Meena,S/o-
Ram Karan Meena,R/0-
Apartment.No.208, Flat.No.-
1,Khasra No.199,near-Charan
Singh Farm\illage-
Ghitorni,Delhi-110030, declare
that name of my wife has been
wrongly written as Asha Devi
in my minor daughter Sakshi
Kumari Meena aged-15-years
in her School Records. Correct
name is Asha Meena.

0040759115-6

I,ADHAMNE,son of,Murlidhar
Vishnu Wani,Presently,
residing at,Nisargsrushti,
Plot.N0.89+90, Lane-4A,Saraf
Nagar,Wadala Pathardi-
Road,Opp.Guru-Govind Singh-
College, Nashik-
422009,Maharashtra,have
changed my name from A
DHAMNE to ARVIND
MURLIDHAR DHAMNE,Date-
12.11.2024. 0040759115-8

I, Surendra Singh S/o Vijay Singh
R/0S-384A, School Block,
Government School,
Shakarpur, East Delhi-110092
Have changed my nameto
Surender Singh Thakur for all
future purposes 0070935156-1

I hitherto known as Lalchand
son of Yati Narsinghanand Giri
residing at Shiv Shakti Dham,
Dasna Devi Mandir, Dasna
Ghaziabad-201015, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Yati
Ramswaroopanand Giri. In
future I should be known and
identified by my new name Yati
Ramswaroopanand Giri for all
purposes. 0070935079-1

I, ArpitaDas R/0 A48/18, DLF
Phase-1, Gurugram, Haryana-
122002 have changed my minor
son’s name from AAHAAN
GULATIto AAHAAN
MAHESHWARI for all purposes.

0070935177-1

I, Ankit Kumar S/o Sudershan
Kumar Chhabra R/o Flat-03104,
Block Ebony, Mahagun
Mywoods, Sector-16C, Greater
Noida West, UP-201306 have
changed my name to ANKIT
KUMAR CHHABRA for all
purposes. 0070935153-1

I, Aastha Bansal W/o Rahul
Bansal R/0-1807, Mantova
Tower, Mahagun Moderne,
Sector-78, Gautam Budhha
Nagar, Noida-201301, have
changed my name to Aastha
Singla for all future Purposes.

0070935180-1
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REMEMBRANCE

Padmashri

Dr N P Seshadri
2.1.1929 to 16.11.2009

15" Anniversary
Distinguished Scholar,
Musicologist, Administrator
and Founder National
Cultural Organisation,

Homage by

Padmashri Dr N P Seshadri
Charitable Trust
New Delhi - 3810097129,

I hitherto known as Chandragiri
JaptiUgandhar Babu AliasCJ
Ugandhar Babu S/o Gangaiah
R/02/18,Ramanagar Colony,
Ramakuppam, Chittor, Andhra
Pradesh-517401, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Yugandhar Jepti.

0040759031-1

I Sudha Kumari Singh D/o
Akshay Prasad Singh and W/o
Dr Satish Chandra SharmaR/o
894/1/C-50A,K77 P.C.Colony,
Hanuman Nagar, Kankar Bagh,
Sampatchak, Patna, Bihar-
800020, have changed my name
to Sudha Sharma

0070935077-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

THIS IS TO INFORM PUBLIC AT
LARGE THAT MY CLIENT SMT.
SHHANI WADHWA W/o LATE SH.
SOM NATH WADHWA HAD
DISOWNED AND DEBARRED HER
SON GAURAV VIDE PUBLIC NOTICE
ISSUED IN TWO NEWSPAPERS
NAMELY NAI DELHI RAJDHANI AND
THE INDIAN EXPRESS ON
23.11.2021 BUT NOW MY CLIENT
HAS RESOLVED ALL HER ISSUES
AND DISPUTES WITH HER
DISOWNED AND DEBARRED SON
GAURAV AND IS HEARTFULLY
WELCOMING HER SON GAURAV
BACK IN THE FAMILY, THUS THE
PUBLIC NOTICE DATED 23-11-2021
ISSUED IN NAI DELHI RAJDHANI
AND THE INDIAN EXPRESS SHALL
BE TREATED AS NULL AND VOID
FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE OF
THIS PUBLIC NOTICE.
AMAN GOYAL ADVOCATE
B-2, lind FLOOR, DEFENCE
COLONY, NEW DELHI-110024

“|, Aaryaman Yadav So Sh.
Amarjeet Rfo RZ-127, Wes!
Krishina Vihar, Aryaman Pubbs
School, Khara Boad, Majafgarh;
Delhi-110043, hereby declars
that my mame has been wronghy
mentionad as “Arvaman Yaday
i my passport Instead of the
corract spalling “Aaryaman
Yaday®, [ woudd like to charily that
Aryaman Yadav and Azryaman
Yadav refer to the same: person,
and my correct legal name 5
Aarvaman Yadav. | request all
concemed authortias and the
generd public to take note of this
correction for all future purposes
and references.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform public large that my client MR.
RAKESH MANCHANDA S/O SH. DAUAT
AM MANCHANDA R/O-W.Z-25, RAM
NAGAR EXN., TILAK NAGAR VTC WEST
DELHI-110018, have cut off her family relations
and have disowned ROOMA MANCHANDA
(WIFE), RACHIT MANCHANDA (SON),
RUPANSHI MANCHANDA (DAUGHTER)
From her movable & immovable properties due to
his disobedient and quarrelsome nature and my
client shall not be responsible for
any act ROOMA MANCHANDA RACHIT
MANCHANDA and RUPANSHI MANCHANDA
in any manner in future.

Sd/-

CHITRA MALHOTRA
ADVOCATE

H. No. 3326, FIRST FLOOR,
MAHINDRA PARK, RANI BAGH

DELHI-110034

PUBLIC NOTICE
It wilermed 1o he pusic 30 large that
oy chign] MiS EDUFORN OVERSEAS
IVATE LIMITED offce al 138, Firsl
Floar, fwiar Endaa, Paschim \ihar,
Reaw Delhi-110063, hereby. deckaing
that Mr. Pradaep Mali, S10°L8. She Tes
Ram, RM2 Wilaga Jasrem, Sonipal
Hargena hes withdrawn themsabes
fron® the franchize of my chant sihated
al 2rd Floor WK Tower, Gahana Rd
near Chaly Ram Chowl, Malik |._.-|.Ih:'|:|'
Aok Vihar Sonkaal, Hargaed 13700
My clenl will raal b liabls [o clear tha
ks Laden by [heen, My chenl wil not be
rasponsiblaliabla for any sct. deed and
thing done by them before and aftar
execifion of fenchise agraemanL.

RAVINDER KLMAR (Ahvonata|
C Mo, L-10, Mear Tehell Budding, Tl
Hazsri Cours, Cahi-tE005E (M B2124 12477,

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
SHUBHAM VERMA S/0
SURENDER KUMAR R/O RZ-
49A, D-BLOCK, MAKSUDABAD
COLONY, VTC: NAJAFGARH,
DISTRICT: SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110043 declare that name of
mine, my father and my mother has
been wrongly written as SHUBHAM
SONI, SURENDER SONI and
SEEMA SONI in my 10th and 12th
Class Educational Documents. The
actual name of mine, my father and my
mother are SHUBHAM VERMA,
SURENDER KUMAR and SEEMA
RANI, which may be amended
accordingly.

——SUBHASHAhX3 SSR(K).
PUBLIC NOTICE

ORIGINAL RELINQUISHMENT DEED
IN RESPECT TO PROPERTY NO.B- 8/8
SITUATED AT KRISHNA NAGAR
DELHI-110051, EXECUTED IN FAVOUR
OF SHRI VINOD KUMAR, SHRI SUNIL
KUMAR SINGHAL AND SMT. SEEMA
BY MISS SAKSHI SINGHAL VIDE
DOCUMENT NO.7459 BOOK NO.1
VOLUME NO.606 ON PAGES 89 TO 92
DATED27.11.2015 GOT LOST. Founder
May Inform, Vinod Kumar.

Sd/-
VIKRAM KHANNA
Advocate
Enrol. No. D/1292/2013
Add. C-9/12, Krishna Nagar,
Delhi-110051

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Ravinder Nath Pradhan, S/o D D
Pradhan, R/o F-24, 1st Floor, Green
Park Main, New Delhi-110016, have
lost my Original Allotment Letter No.
YEAO018956, Allotment Letter Address:
Plot No.301 in Pocket-3(D) of
Sector-18,  Yamuna  Expressway
Industrial Development Authority,
Greater NOIDA, UP:201308. Police
complaint has already been lodged
dated:14/11/2024 in P.S. Crime Branch
Delhi, vide LR No0:2302693/2024. Any
person found the Original Allotment
Letter may contact at above address/
Phone N0.9810137703

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed public at large that my client
Sunil Gupta S/o Ashrafi Lal Gupta R/o

H.NO.1427/13, Govindpuri, Kalkaji, New
Delhi- 110019 have disowned his wife
Mrs Neeraj Gupta his son Abhay Gupta his
daughter Ms. Shivani Gupta all R/o H.No.
1427/13, Govindpuri, Kalkaji, New Delhi-110019
from all their movable and immovable properties
from today onwards and severed the entire
relations from them due to their illegal acts
behaviour and conduct committed by them my
client not maintaining any kind of relation with
them. If in future any unwanted happening /occuer
with them Smt. Neeraj Gupta, Sh. Abhay Gupta
and Ms. Shivani Gupta they are the responsible
for their act and my client would not responsible
for any kind of act and conduct committed by
them and they are the sole responsible for their act.
Sd/-
K.S. SHARMA
Advocate
CHAMBER NO.:825,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK SAKET
COURT COMPLEX

NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
that my clients Shri Gulab Singh son
of late Kishan Singh and his wife
Smt. Neelam Saini both residents of
H.No.123, Gali No.4. Som Bazar
Road, Mukandpur Extension Part-2,
Delhi-110042 have severed all their
relations and connections with their
son namely Yogesh son of Gulab Singh,
living somewhere else as he has proven
to be most disobedient. disrespectful
and harmful towards my clients and
hereby disown and debar him from
inheriting any of their moveable and
immovable properties. Anybody dealing
with him shall be doing so at his/her
own cost and peril and my clients shall
not be held liable or responsible therefor.

RK Hooda (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Public at large is
hereby informed that
Late Rajinder Mohan
Saigal S/o Madan
Mohan Saigal R/o
B1/213 JanakPuri was
having residential prop-
erty in joint ownership
along with his wife and
Savitri  Saigal w/o
Rajinder Mohan Saigal
in our project (project )
flat B1/102, City
Homes Vatika Sector
83 Gurugram measur-
ing 1310 sq ft which
their legal heirs Sangita
Rawat & Sanjay Saigal
requested the
company to be trans-
ferred to their daughter
Sangita Rawat

Any person having any
objection on this please
may contact the
company officer details
as under within 15
days after which No
Claim would be accept-
ed.

Vatika Limited

A-002, Ground Floor,
Block A, Vatika INXT
City Centre,

Sector 83, Gurugram,
Haryana - 122012,

India

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is informed that my clients
Smt. Sumant Koli W/o Sh. Sharwan Kumar
Koli & Sh. Sharwan Kumar Koli S/o Sh.
Shital Prasad Koli & both R/o Flat No.229,
Pocket-3, Sector-23, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have severed all their relations with their son
named Sh. Harsh Vardhan Gautam son of Sh.
Sharwan Kumar Koli & Smt. Sumant Koli,
debarred them from all their properties both
movable and immovable and my clients are
not liable to anybody for his acts and deeds
in future.

Sd/-

HARPAL SINGH
Advocate

Enrl. No.D-1351/6.
QU-259/A, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
For and an behalf of the President of Indis
[y, Chiaf Skgnal & Telzcom Englnesr ()
Marth YWestern Rallway, Jatpur invites E-
Tenders against tender no, S&ETM0S, (1)
Mame of the work with its location:
Appolniment of Project Supervision
Senices Agency (PSSA) for Providing
Project Supervision Services al Variaus
Construction Silesfseclions In tha
Jurisdiction of Dy CSTEMIP (2)
Approx. cost of work: TZEES1371 76
(3] Earnast Money; 725944000 (4) Date &
Time for submission upto on
www.ireps.govin: 063122024 upla
15.00 hrs (5) Wabsite particulars and
notice board lecation:

W ireps.gowin and Dy, Chief Signal &
Telecom Engineer (Const.W office, 1st
Fioor, Rail Mirman Bhawan, Ganga Marg.
Japatpura, Jaipur-302017

1316-DKA 24

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOQTICE
Divizional Railway Manager, MW By,
Bikaner for and an behalf of President
of India invites open e-tender for the
following work upto 15.00 Hrs, on
05.12 2024, (1) Tender Mo.: 148,
HName of work with its location:
Improvemeant o cess in
Hanumangarh-Suraigarh seclion over
Bikaner Division under ADEN HMH-|
Approx, cost of the work:
T16488416.12/- Earnest Money:
TAAZH00.000- (2} Tender Mo.: 1448,
HName of work with its location:
Ancillary track works in cfw
Caonversion of SWR info LWR by Flash
Butl Welding 16.256 Tkim In Hisar -
Bathinda - Suratgarh (Loop Lines)
under ADEMN/HMH-|, Approx. cost of
the work: T15548126,73/)- Earnest
Money: T227300.00/0 (3) Tender No.:
150, Name of work with its location:
Racondilioning of CMS xing, Tongua
rail, “5EJd, Fabrication of Glued point
under ADENMHMH-| (For 02 wears)
Approx,. cost of the work:
T533T7487.18/- Earnest Money:
T106800.00/- (4) Tender No.: 151,
Mame of work with its location:
Provision of covered shed {63M=z2 1k}
for Wagon Painfing with facility of
water tightness testing for BCM
Wagons al Bikaner workshop under
ADEN/HO/BEMN. Approx. cost of the
work: T22582611.00/- Earnest
Money: T26290{].00/- {5) Tender No.:
152, Name of work with its location:
Operation, running, maintenance %
disinfection of the softening & RO
plant in DRM office, Goods colony @nd
Dl raibway colony, water complex no.
1521, TMC depot and LGH workshop
for a pericd of Twenly four months
under ADEMHO/NWE/BEMN. Approx.
cost of the work: TEZZB064 94/-
Earnest Money: T164600,00/-. Mote:
Other terms and condifions will be

shown on website- www.ireps.gov.in
1318-DKR24

Falow us on Bl MyiRailways B NiEatwas

vide NIT. No.4/1-4/ PFS /SH
Dt: 14.11.2024.

3) Further details can be seen

R.O. No. 3301PP/CL/ADVT/2021-22

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ROADS & BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT
"~ ‘e’ Procurement Notice
‘“¢” NIT. No.4/1-4/PFS/SH/PD/DCE-I/DEE-4/AEE-9/2024, Dt: 14.11.2024.
1) Online tenders are invited in e-procurement platform for ‘Consultancy
services for Pre-Feasibility study of State Highways in the state of Andhra
Pradesh to take up projects under BOT/PPP with Viability Gap Funding’ in
4 Packages (Package No. PFS No.01, PFS No.02, PFS No.03 & PES -04)

2) Tenders can be downloaded from ‘e’ procurement market place i.e.,
www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 16.11.2024 @ 3.30PM onwards.
The last date of receipt of tenders is 17.12.2024 up to 3.30PM.

www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in.
Sd/- Chief Engineer (R&B) S.H., & Managing Director, APRDC.

“"IMPORTANT™
Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its nevwspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

No.: SNT-JP-20-2024-25, Di.: 13111/2024
CREM (SETY Normh Western Hallway,
Jalpur, for and on Belall of the Prosicent
of India, invites E-Tenders from regisiered
tenderer'bidders for the following waork
Mame of work with its location:
Signalling work -in Connection with
provision of TTR (TWS) 1:12 (Total 142
Seis) in BPC Section and provissan of
TTRE & TTSR (Through Turm Chel Sheepsr
Renawal) with 80 KG PRC Sleepers of
P&C of 1:12 (8 Moa) and 1:8.5 {9 Mas) in
Jalpur-Bandikul Section of daipar divisian
Approx.Cost of Work: 1,533,897 553 58/-
Bid Security: ¥ 217,000/- [(Onfine
Fayment Only] Tender submission &
closing Date & Time on wabsite:
06M272024 upto 1500 Hrs, Website
Particulars & MNotice board location:
i ireps gendin, DRM office ™R aipur

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Maj Harpal Singh Grewal, VrC
L/Nk Cyril Toppo

Sep Rama Shanker Pandey

Sep Ram Nath Rai

(16 November 1971)

Maj H S Grewal, VrC, commanding a Rifle
Company of 8 BIHAR in the Eastern Sector
was tasked to neutralise a well fortified

enemy post from which effective fire was brought down on
our positions. As the assault commenced, the Company came
under heavy fire. Maj Grewal was injured, but continued to
press home the attack. His personal example inspired his
troops to continue the assault till success was achieved. He,
along with three Jawans made the ultimate sacrifice. Today,
on the 53rd anniversary of their martyrdom, we, the fraternity
of the Veer Biharis, salute them.
The Bihar Regiment Association

13 14-EH. 24
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€] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Notice No-PDW-01/2024

Principal Chief Commercial Manager
North Eastern Railway, Headquarter
Office, Gorakhpur on behalf of President
of India invites applications on the
prescribed proforma from manufacturer
of the reputed brand of the PDW
(Packaged Drinking Water) for
shortlisting for use/service/sale in
departmental and licensee catering units
and MPS units of the North Eastern
Railway jurisdiction. Details are given
below:- S.N.-1, Items: Authorized for
sales in units at all category of stations
except Rail Neer mandatory stations
(Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Gonda,
Kathgodam, Haldwani, Mathura Cant,
Chhapra) over NER, Details: Annual
turnover of Rs. 2 Crores or more from the
sale of the specific brand during last two
completed financial years (2022-23 and
2023-24), S.N.-2, Items: Date of
issuance of application form, Details:
15.11.2024 to 05.12.2024 (Between
11.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs on all working days
and 11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs. on
05.12.2024), S.N.-3, Items: Place of
availability of application form, Details:
The Application form may be downloaded
from website www.ner.
indianrailways.gov.in (Separate DD of
Rs. 5900/- (Rs. 5000 + 18% GST)
payable to PFA/NER/ Gorakhpur, should
be attached with the application) OR The
application form may be obtained from
Catering Section, Principal Chief
Commercial Manager’s office, North
Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur (on
deposition of Rs. 5900/- (Rs. 5000/- +
18% GST) at any railway station over
NER and producing original Money
Receipt (MR) to this office, S.N.-4, Items:
Cost of Form, Details: Rs. 5000/- + 18%
GST= Rs. 5900/- (Rs. Five Thousand
Nine hundred only), S.N.-5, ltems: Last
date and time of Submission of
application Form, Details: On
05.12.2024 (From 11.00 to 15.00 hrs),
S.N.-6, Items: Place of Submission of
Application form in sealed envelop,
Details: (To drop in designated Box)
ACM/Catering Room in Principal Chief
Commercial Manager’s office, North
Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur-273012,
S.N.-7, Items: Date and Time of opening,
Details: On 05.12.2024 (15.30 hrs).
Note: All details of terms & conditions as
well as application form are available on
this Railway’s website-www.ner.
indianrailways.gov.in.

Asstt. Commercial Manager (Catering)

CPRO/C-184 Gorakhpur
"DO NOT TRAVEL WITH INFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN"

/PD /DCE-1 /DEE-4 /AEE-9 /2024,

‘e’-procurement market place at

Dt: 15.11.2024

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARII,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION BALRAMPUR,
DISTT.-BALRAMPUR-RAMANUJGANJ (C.G.)

17.31 hours (IST) onwards.

No 242503793-5

e-Procurement Tender Notice

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

(FIRST-CALL)

NIT NO. 05/SAC/2024-25 DATED-13.11.2024 Online Tenders are Invited
for the following works up to 04.12.2024 (17.30 hours IST).

' S. System Name of Work |Probable amount
No | Tender No, [ of contract

1 161126 |RENOVATION OF KHARRA Rs. 202.98 Lakhs
TANK SCHEME.

"2 | 161128 |RENOVATION OF JAGIMA | Rs. 244.25 Lakhs
TANK SCHEME. , ,

3 161129 |RENOVATION OF JHIKKI | Rs. 246.00 Lakhs |
DIVERSION SCHEME.

The details can be viewed & downloaded online directely from the Govt. of Chhattisgarh
integrated e- Procurement portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from dated 20-11-2024. at

Note: All eligible/interested contraciors /bidders are mandated to get enrolled on the
entegrated e-Procurement portal (https://eproc.egstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PIVD under centralized contractor/ supplier registration in order to
download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding process.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WATER

Sd/-

RESOURCES DIVISION
BALRAMPUR, BALRAMPUR-
RAMANUJGAN]J (C.G.)

BSBOSNT-OT-31-2024

O0T-31-2024:

Details
19864702.20

Approx. Value
Earnest Money :

website of Indian
www.ireps.gov.in

CPRO/Signal-68

DO NOT SMOKE BIDI/CIGARETTE IN TRAINS

"Open Tenders" through Online (E-
Tendering) are invited by Divisional
Railway Manager (Signal & Telecomm) /
Varanasi/ N. E. Railway for and behalf of
the President of India for the following
works: SN: 1 Tender, Notice No. and
Description of Work : NER-BSB0OSnT-
Name of work:
Comprehensive AMC for Kyosan make
Electronic Interlocking at 07 nos.
Stations (including 02 no. IBH) in BSB
division for a period of two years.
4
3
249300.00/- Cost of Tender Form : X
00.00/- Completion period: 24 Months
Tender Closing date & Time:
09.12.2024 up to 15.00 Hrs 1. Tender
Online will be submitted up to 15 Hrs on
date 09.12.2024. 2. For full details and
submission of bid kindly visit the Official
railways i.e.

Divisional Railway Manager
(S&T), Varanasi

[®] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice No. : NER-

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

Constable
Ashish Singh

ITBP salutes its braveheart Constable Ashish
Singh of 31st Battalion, who made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in
| Arunachal Pradesh in 2012.

. Resident of :Vill.- Galhita, Distt. Sultanpur

"

HC/GD H S TIWARI

s

HC/GD S S ROY CT/GD RAJU
SCCL BELLAMPALLI BIOM BACHELI NUKALA
16 Nov-2007 16 Nov-2011 BIOM BACHELI
16 Nov-2011

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these brave-
hearts. On this day, HC/GD H.S.Tiwari laid down his life while
saving the people from capsized boat in the river Chota Mahanadi
(MP). HC/GD S.S.Roy & CT/GD Raju Nukala laid down their lives
at the altar of duty while fighting with IWE outfits at BIOM
Bacheli, Chhattisgarh. Their courage and bravery would remain an
abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force will remain
eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

=
g

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
SH OM PRAKASH TANWAR,
DIG 15.01.1958 - 16.11.2009

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants in
area of BOP Balhar (Jammu).

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

~

-ui;‘,"-
1

L/NK BHOOP SINGH
01.07.1964 - 16.11.1995

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

today their brave comrade, who made

~7

L= 3 =

supreme sacrifice while fighting militants in
Srinagar (J&K).

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
16 November 1983

Shaheed
Constable
Mahendra Pal
37 BN
25-08-1951 To
16-11-1983

area of Guwahati targeting the insurgents, Constable
Mahender Pal made the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty,
upholding the highest traditions of bravery and service.

Constable Mahender Pal of 37
Battalion was deployed in
Guwabhati, Assam, to maintain
law and order and curb the rising
activities of insurgents. On
16th November 1983, during
an operation in the Kamakhya

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
16 November 1996
Shaheed Naik On 16th November 1996, troops

Sugreev
Pandey
20 BN
01-01-1962 To
16-11-1996

of 20 Battalion of CRPE was
deployed at Drop Gate No. 3
of New Secretariat, Srinagar.
Around 1700 hrs, militants
fired at NK Sugreev Pandey and
Constable Mohd. Latif from close

range, inflicting critical injuries. Due to the presence of civilians
and risk of collateral damage, retaliation was restrained. Both
personnel were evacuated to the hospital, where NK Sugreev
Pandey attained martyrdom the same day, and Constable Mohd.
Latif succumbed to his injuries on 17th November. The supreme
sacrifice of these bravehearts exemplifies unwavering dedication

to duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
16 November 2004

Shaheed
Constable
M. Shiva
Murgan
69 BN

r
< 3 l'“" 27-08-1977 To

16-11-2004

I-i'h '

On 16th November 2004, troops
of 69 Battalion of CRPF conducted
area domination in the Kachidora
area, PS Shopian, Pulwama.
During the patrol, suspicious
movement was spotted. As the
troops advanced, militants

opened indiscriminate fire, leading to a fierce encounter. While
countering the militants, Constable M. Shiva Murgan sustained
severe injuries and made the supreme sacrifice. The militants
fled through narrow lanes under heavy fire. We honor the
bravery and sacrifice of the braveheart, Constable M. Shiva
Murgan, who laid down his life in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
16 November 2005

Shaheed
Constable
Deepak
Sharma
155 BN
08-01-1981 To

f 16-11-2005
ah

On 16th November 2005, troops
of 155 Battalion of CRPF were
on Road Opening Patrol near
PS Awantipora, Pulwama.
Around 0945 hrs, as a CRPF
convoy passed through
Awantipora Bus Stand, militants

concealed in the crowd opened indiscriminate fire. Constable
Deepak Sharma, part of the patrol, displayed exemplary courage.
Unable to fire back due to the crowd, he chased the militants,
engaging them only after reaching a safe zone. In the ensuing
encounter, he sustained severe bullet injuries but continued the
fight until his last breath. Despite a massive search, the militants
managed to flee. Valor of this braveheart is a rare and inspiring

saga of selfless bravery.

KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION

Central Office, Sarige Sadana, Main Road, Kalaburagi-585102

Address: M/s. M.5.T.C. Lid

| DIPR/Malaburagl/624/MSMCAA024-25

|No. KKTICO/COSP/ 02 /2024-25

Sdl-

Date: 15.11,2024, |

“E"- AUCTION NOTICE

Scrap materials of different types available at various units of KKRTC, and scrapped
vehicles available at the Regional Workshop in Yadgir, will be sold through the e-auction
platform of Mis. M.S.T.C. (a Government of India undertaking)

The e-Auction schedule is as under:-

* Scrapped Materials e-auction date: 16.12.2024 & 17.12.2024.
* Scrapped Vehicies e-auction date: 20.12.2024.

The interested Bidders may log on to www.mslccommerce.com for further
details and registration. They may also contact M/s. M.S.T.C. Lid, at bellow mentioned
address for needful clarfication
No. 19/5, 19/6, 3rd Floor, Kareem Tower, Cunningham Road,
Bengaluru-560052, Contact phone Nos: 080-22260054, 22266417, 22287356,

KKRTC Contact Phone Nos ; 7760686172 / 7760982029 /7625063224

Controller of Stores and Purchases

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .




SHUBHRAGUPTA

THE CHOICE of using Freedom At Midnight,
Larry Collins and Dominique Lapierre’s
account of the tumultuous build-up to India’s
independence in August 1947, as the basis
for the seven-part web series of the same
name achieves one thing above all else:
adapting from source material which has
been in existence for several years, especially
from the celebrity author duo who couldn’t
be accused of being either pro-India, or pro-
Pakistan, frees creator and director Nikkhil
Advani of being accused of similar bias.

Or, let’s say, it should. But revanchism
hangs heavily in the air, and history is being
revised and re-written, as we speak, so any
interpretation is up for being challenged.

If there’s one thing that Collins and
Lapierre can be accused of is that their
racy, pacy writing style turns one of the most
violent, difficult partitions of a land into an
easily digestible socio-political thriller, which
flattens the complexity and nuance of the
subject. That, and the distinct bent towards
Mountbatten, the last Viceroy of India who
presided over the last few months of the
British Raj, helping carve the region on
religious lines.

Given the polarised, ‘post-truth’ times we
live in, 'm sure there will be as many arrows
slung at the omissions and commissions in
the series. Condensing a thousand-plus
pages into seven episodes of 40-45 minutes
necessitates a pruning, and a point-of-view:
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On the Road to Liberation

you can see the attempt at balance and objec-
tivity, but no quarters are given when por-
traying Jinnah (Arif Zakaria) as an adamant-
beyond-reason, insecure individual who is
shown being eaten up by his desire to be seen
‘equal’ if not greater than Gandhi (Chirag
Vohra) and Nehru (Sidhant Gupta).

Lapierre and Collins may not have been
British, but they are very clearly
Anglophones. Getting our people back into
our own history, or rather, histories, and put-
ting Mountbatten and his machinations
where they belong, is the burden of the se-
ries. And it does succeed, to a large extent, at
putting the record straight, seen from the
eyes of those who were fighting for freedom,
rather than those who were forced to give it,
evenif it comes off not as profound as it could
have. But then, the book itselfis patently not
aiming for profundity: its easy readability
can be seen in the series’ attempts at mak-
ing itself relatable to an audience which has
byte-sized attention spans.

By the end of the first episode, it’s clear that
Advani and his team of writers are going to tell
us this story mainly in a series of conversa-
tions between the chief dramatis personae:
there’s Nehru and Patel and Gandhi and the
othersin the Congress on one side,and there’s
Muslim League’s Jinnah, and his compatriots
Liaquat Ali Khan (Rajesh Kumar)and Huseyn

Off Track

THE SABARMATI REPORT %

Director: Dheeraj Sama
Cast: Vikrant Massey, Raashii Khanna, Ridhi Dogra, Barkha Singh

SHUBHRAGUPTA

ON FEBRUARY 27, 2002, several coaches
of the Sabarmati Express at Godhra sta-
tion caught fire, causing the deaths of 59
people, many of them women and chil-
dren. The train from Ayodhya, bound for
Ahmedabad, was full of karsevaks return-
ing after a ceremony held under the aegis
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).
Flames could be seen in
four coaches, according
to reports, but the worst
hit was Coach 6, where
the deaths took place.

The horrific incident
was followed by three
days of rioting in Gujarat:
according to several ac-
counts, the number of
the dead was well over
2,000. The Nanavati-
Mehta commission, ap-
pointed by the state gov-
ernment, concluded that
the fire was the result of
a pre-planned arson by a large
Muslim mob; the one-member Banerjee
commission instituted in 2004 by the gov-
ernment at the Centre declared thatit was
an accident.

Between these two conclusions lies a
vast chasm, and what you believe de-
pends on which side of the divide you are
on. Because if there’s one thing that’s for
certain in the swirl of communal conspir-
acy theories is that the riots,amongst the
worst the country has witnessed, putinto
motion cataclysmic changes in the coun-
try’s social and political fabric.

Vikrant Massey plays a ‘Hindi reporter’
Samar Kumar who accompanies his
‘English-speaking’ colleague Manika
Rajpurohit (Ridhi Dogra) to ‘Ground Zero’

Out of Place

KANGUVA %%

Director: Siva
Cast: Suriya, Bobby Deol, Disha Patani,
Yogi Babu

AVINASH RAMACHANDRAN

FIVE VILLAGES — each having its own behav-
iour, its own problems, professions, and pur-
suits. There is a foreign invasion that threat-
ens to disturb the status quo of the system.
There is a hero who wants to do good for his
land and his people, and there are external
forces that won't let him do the same. There
is a timeline jump of almost 1,000 years, and
the way these two timelines come togetheris
straight out of the SS Rajamouli playbook.
Amidst all these familiar tropes lies Siva’s
Kanguva that revels in its familiarity, im-
pressesinits visuals, butleaves a lot to be de-
sired in the execution of it all.
Kanguvabegins in 1070 AD with the tribal
matriarch telling the kids a story about life,
loss, memory and unfulfilled promises. It sets
the right tone for the grand vision of Siva.
Soon enough, we are transported to the pres-
ent where we are introduced to a scientific
research facility where unsuspecting young
kids are experimented upon. Till here, Siva
backs his ideas with just the right writing. But
once we are introduced to Francis (Suriya), a
Goa-based bounty hunter, we are in for
some of the most tepid scenes of the film.
They are disappointing at best, and irritating
atworst. But once the film enters the 1070 AD
portions, Siva gets a firm grasp on the pro-

in Godhra. In a flash, without any dis-
cernible investigation, both conclude that
it was not an accident: ‘aag lagi nahi, lag-
waai gayi thi'. It's never made clear just
how the two reach that conclusion, but
the film rolls on from there, the former
sticking to his stand, the latter abandoning
it, because, duh, political pressure.

The truth has been massacred, yells
Samar, and everyone has forgotten those
who perished in the fire. For the rest of the
film, he devotes his ener-
gies, helped by newbie
reporter Amrita Gill
(Raashii Khanna), to get
to the bottom of ‘what
really happened'.
Manika’s declaration
that she was going for
‘context and balance’ is
seen as a bad thing, the
thing that suppresses
sacchaii: the irony of are-
porter parachuting on-
site, and claiming his
conviction as the only
truth is steamrolled in
over-long exploration-and-exposition, in
which radicals controlled by the ‘bagal
wala mulk’ are shown as the real culprit.

After jumping down the throat of
those who speak for balance, the film tries
hard at doing a balancing act. How's that
for more irony? A Muslim locality in
Ahmedabad is shown rejoicing over India
winning an Indo-Pak cricket match. A
character declares ‘imandaar log dono taraf
hotey hain’ (there are honest people on
‘both’ sides), but makes it clear that the
dono are Hindus and Muslims. And never
takes its eyes off the fact that Bharat-that-
was-Indiais where truth resides, in which
those condescending English-speakers
have been shown their place.

No nuance, just judgement.

ceedings. Almost.

The strength of Kanguva is the world Siva
has created in his mind. And full points to cin-
ematographer Vetri, art director Milan, and
composer Devi Sri Prasad for executing the
grandiose to the best of their abilities.

What bridges the gap between execution
and visionis the convincing, even if loud, per-
formances of the primary cast, especially
Suriya. Bobby Deol, in his Tamil debut, gets a
role that he has to grunt and growl through,
and he is good. Almost none of the other char-
acters register in our minds.

When traversing timelines is an integral
part of the film, it is disappointing that we
don’treally getinvested inits emotional core.
Yes, Suriya and the kid are effective. Yes, Devi
Sri Prasad’s music attempts to tug at your
heartstrings. But all of it feels like flippantly
flipping through a history textbook.

Basically, Kanguva s definitely a spark that
could have created a forest fire, but it settles
to just gloriously burn down a few trees be-
fore gradually becoming a golden ember, a
stark reminder of what could have been.
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FREEDOM AT MIDNIGHT % %>

Director: Nikkhil Advani
Cast: Sidhant Gupta, Chirag Vohra, Rajendra Chawla, Luke McGibney, Cordelia Bugeja, Arif
Zakaria, Ira Dubey, Malishka Mendonsa, K C Shankar, Rajesh Kumar, Pawan Chopra, Anuvab
Pal, Khurshed J Lawyer, Shreya Nair, Urvashi Dubey, Andrew Cullum
Streaming on: Sony LIV

Suhrawardy (Anuvab Pal) on another, with the
Sikhs and other players in between.
While re-creating all events would have

been far too unwieldy for the format (there

are a few exceptions, like the Chauri Chaura
‘kaand’ and the devastating Noakhali riots,
among others), the series of conversations
does make things static, especially when the

GLADIATOR 1 %% 5

actors adopt their favourite stance of facing
front and speaking to the camera, with their
companions behind them.

Then, of course, there is the insistent
background music (BGM) — my top bugbear
—whichis so loud that it threatens to drown
out both the dialogues as well as the staging.
It got to the point where I literally fell upon
with relief on the few portions which have
the courage to dispense the BGM.

This is an interesting ensemble, with no
attempt made to use big stars to play famil-
iar characters: what, no Rajit Kapur as
Nehru? But the choice of a few actors
makes things uneven. However adept the
very talented Sidhant Gupta (so right in
Jubilee) may be in looking and sounding re-
markably like Pandit Nehru, with his khadi
achkans and the red rose, he cannot escape
the fact that he is a 20-something playing a
60-something.

Zakariais excellent as Jinnah; in fact, this
may be his best role in many years.
McGibney and Bugeja, as the Mountbatten
couple, trying hard to be fair to those they
are leaving behind, are good too, with just a
hint at the colourful view of the purported
closeness of Nehru and Edwina.

As Gandhi, Chirag Vora, most excellent in
Scam 93, is again a terrific lookalike, but his
delivery is underlined. It could well be that

Director: Ridley Scott Cast: Paul Mescal, Denzel Washington, Pedro Pascal, Connie Nielsen, Joseph Quinn, Fred Hechinger

New Heroes, New Battles

SHALINILANGER

THIS IS politicsss,” purrs Macrinus,
the prime merchant of gladiators, into
the ears of an obliging senator. This is also
pure entertainment. And who is to tell
the difference?

It is tempting to think this is why
Gladiator has aged thus into Gladiator II.
Both have their corrupt kings, arenas, and
blood sports involving innovative ways for
men shod in shields, sandals and swords to
fight to the finish. But if the first film, 24
years ago, was as much about palace in-
trigues, complex relationships and unseen
dangers, the second dispenses with most
of the politics, and adds more fights, a lot
of animals, a man called “Ravi from
Varanasi” whoisa “healer”,and has far lit-
tle for its women to do.

The two unchanged constants be-
tween the films are the Colosseum and the
equally regal Connie Nielsen, reprising her
role of Lucilla.

Paul Mescal as Hanno/Lucius has huge
shoes to fill, playing essentially the same
insider-outsider role as Russell Crowe in
Gladiator. Mescal is an unusual choice to
play the role of a warrior-leader given his
body of work so far. The work on his body
apart — he is buffed but not too much —
Mescal does his best to tap into the “rage”
that drives his character after losing the
love of his life early on in the film.

It may be unfair to make the compari-
son with Crowe, but so delicately balanced
was the actor’s portrayal of Maximus that
it is hard not to do so. Gladiator Il itself

harks invariably back to him and that
Oscar-winning prequel. Crowe’s Maximus
came across effortlessly as aleader among
men, the kind supporters are ready to lay
their lives down for. He could be ferocious
but also incredibly warm. Nobility is a hard
thing to capture, but there Maximus
was, reflecting a noblesse oblige, in robes
or tattered rags.

Mescal can be one thing at a time,
but never all of it together — though
the task that he pulls off in bearing
Gladiator Il on his raw shoulders is no
minor achievement.

The events of Gladiator Il come 15 years
after the first film, with Maximus having
died in the first one and the “dream of
Rome” as envisaged by the great king
Marcus Aurelius now in tatters. Corruption
isrife, poverty rampant, and the twin em-
perors who now rule the kingdom (Joseph
Quinn, Fred Hechinger) are decadent,
pasty-faced, heavily-eyelined jesters who
spend their time in frolic and games (in-
cluding a duel inside a royal room for their
pleasure). Making the emperors so effete
and ineffective is a questionable decision,
leaching the film of the chance of giving
Hanno real enemies.

The antagonist-in-chief is the very
same Macrinus, who acquires Hanno as a
potential slave/gladiator. Hanno impresses
Macrinus by fighting off a vicious monkey
in the arena by biting off its leg (yes).
Macrinus is played with pure abandon by
Denzel Washington, who s clearly enjoy-
ing his flowing robes, golden jewellery and
his ringside — soon to be central — view of
power. There is a dark history to Macrinus
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that Gladiator Il suggests, but never really
explores, busy as it is staging so many
fights. One involves filling the arena with
water and sharks and involving ships to
recreate a battle.

Nielsen’s Lucilla remains in the palace,
floating and sneaking around in the dark,
doing something, something to achieve
the dream her father Marcus had of Rome.
Pedro Pascal is General Acacius, her new
husband and a glorious fighter, who un-
fortunately doesn’t have much to do after
winning that first battle where he defeated
Hanno’s army. Though he does get that
scene of looking out at the destruction he
has wrought, his wavy hair framing his im-
pressive jawline, to lament: “So much for
the glory of Rome.”

So no, besides that repetitive mention
of Rome’s “glory”, “dream”, “hope”, and
what it should mean for its people,
Gladiator Ilis no Gladiator.

But the point of Ridley Scott — that cho-
reographer of grand spectacles — may be
that it doesn’t need to be. When all poli-
tics is entertainment now, and all enter-
tainment deemed political, why not focus
on just one?

Last year, a TikTok trend astoundingly
indicated that all men think about the
Roman Empire at least twice or thrice a
month, if not daily. One can safely presume
they are thinking more Russell Crowe and
less the pros or cons of a Republic versus
a Monarchy.

And guess who last presented his ideas
as ‘The Dream of Rome’, in a book? One
Boris Johnson, the ‘clown’ who got
crowned the British prime minister.
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playing Gandhi automatically gives you a free
pass into dhoti-lathi-and-sing-song-speech
territory, but the curve of his nose stays dis-
tracting all the way through. KC Shankar as
VP Menon has ajuicy part, and he makes the
most of it; Malishka Mendonsa as Sarojini
Naidu comes off as a Delhi lady-about-town
in her tasteful Emporium saris; Ira Dubey,
who makes up another rare female
character in this all-male party, is far
too youthful, despite her artfully crimped-
and-grey hair, to become Jinnah'’s loyal sis-
ter-and-companion.

The one actor standing head and shoul-
ders above everyone else is Rajendra Chawla,
who fully embodies Sardar Patel. He has been
written strongly and clearly, and through the
telling of this tale, he comes off the true archi-
tect of modern India, surpassing both Nehru,
who had to put his fealty aside to give Bapu
the ultimatum (if you cannot come with us,
do not stand in our way), and the Mahatma
himself, who cannot walk past his abiding
sadness at the imminence of Partition.

Despite its problems, I'm glad that the se-
ries exists. The story of India and Pakistan,
which came into existence at that stroke of
the midnight hour, immortalised in the
haunting words of Nehru, is still being writ-
ten. It was a fraught freedom, with
millions losing their lives and their liveli-
hoods on either side of the newly-formed
border, drawn in blood. The questions —
what that hard-fought freedom has come to
mean, and how free are we really — are still
blowing in the wind.

STREAMING
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THELOST CHILDREN
NETFLIX
THIS IS the amazing survival story of
the Mucutuy siblings, and the heroic
quest to bring them home. Four
Indigenous children, aged 13,9,4
years, and 11 months, are forced to
survive 40 days in the Colombian
jungle after a tragic plane crash Kills
their mother and the other adults on
board. The documentary features
first-hand testimonies and
archival material from those who
risked their lives to search for them,
including the Colombian Army and
Indigenous volunteer rescuers.

DEADPOOL &WOLVERINE
DISNEY+HOTSTAR

DIRECTED BY Shawn Levy, the film
features Ryan Reynolds and Hugh
Jackman as Deadpool and
Wolverine. Its synopsis reads:
“Alistless Wade Wilson toils away in
civilian life. His days as the morally
flexible mercenary, Deadpool, be-
hind him. When his home world
faces an existential threat, Wade
must reluctantly suit up again with
an even more reluctantlier... reluc-
tanter? Reluctantest? He must
convince a reluctant Wolverine to...
oh hell, just watch the movie.”

CROSS

PRIME VIDEO

THE CRIME thriller series follows
Alex Cross (Aldis Hodge), a homicide
detective and forensic psychologist
who faces a sadistic serial killer who
is leaving a string of bodies strewn
around the city. As Alex and his part-
ner, John Sampson (Isaiah Mustafa),
track this killer, a mysterious threat
from Cross’ past appears, aiming to
destroy what he’s done to keep his
grieving family, career, and life
together. Ryan Eggold and Alona Tal
also feature in the show that has Ben
Wiatkins as its showrunner.
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CROSSWORD 5523

o 3

ACROSS DOWN
1 Energetic sort has Monday 1It'sdivine if iced perhaps
off (6) (6)

4 (Clear theaccountandleave(6) 2 Gets closein linear size (5)

9 Fancy coming unstuck in one 3 Damp mines to be put

game (7) right (7)

10 The prohibition has to content 5 Pole at the Highland

the staff (5) Games (5)

11 Not flush but acceptedby the 6 Under it changes are yet to be
social clique (5) made (7)

12 Set of dishes the waiter gives 7 Inclined to be guarded (6)
you(7) 8 Dimension of certain chaps in
13 Pleasant setting for the the flesh (11)

18 Abad-tempered pet(7) transport? (7)

20 Material displayed by 15 Possibly notices part of a
salesperson in church (5) military formation (7)

22 Qutlaw said to have aname for 16 Sorted, resorted and put on the
banditry (5) shelf(6)

23 Sounded like a horsetangled 17 First violin starts the recording
inhedge (7) tape (6)

24 Arow aboutapig-sayitisn’t 19 Away to make newer

yours (6) (5)

25 He drops a line hoping for 21 Article in Spain about the
some response (6) girl(5)

Solutions Crossword 5522 Across: 1Implore, 5 Cable, 8 Goes with abang, 9 Exact,
10 Elector, 11 Czechs, 12 Touchy, 15 Matador, 17 Sense, 19 Shake your head, 20
Outer, 21 Sweater Down: 1Ingle, 2 Prepared toact, 3 On watch, 4 Esther, 5 Crave, 6
Beauty contest, 7 Eagerly, 11 Comes to, 13 Observe, 14 Arrows, 16 Drear, 18 Elder

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

As we advancein life, we learn the limits of our__. - James Anthony Froude (9)
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Difficulty Level 5s

Instructions 4 7
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, | -
every digitfrom1to9 E.
must appearin each of the 9 ' ' 5

0
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nine vertical columns, in

each of the nine horizontal 2 4 5 9
rows and in each of the f f
nine boxes.

SUDOKU 5776
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5775

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Fortune, good
and bad, comes
in mysterious
ways. You may
be aware that someone is
beavering away on your
behalf. But, equally, you
may be completely ignorant
of various undertakings that
are being pushed through by
those who look out for you.
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
Spending plans
may have to be put
onice, butsuspect
that thisis nobad
thing. You are a lucky person
indeed if you can exercise
restraint and bring others to
the conference table. Those
with goodwill in their hearts
will have a splendid time as
far as relationships and
romance are concerned.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

L

Auspicious
planetary aspects
are not entirely
absent, but they are
rather rare. This is a busy time,
but I hope you'll manage to
take the weight off your feet
and pamper yourself a little.
You will gain credibility by

actually doing what you

say you're going to do.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You are well able to
make up your own
mind, and there is
no point in advising

you to disregard what is now
taking place on the emotional
front.I can only urge you to
give others the benefit of the
doubt and steer events from
conflict to pleasure.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
No doubt you would
prefer to do things
inadirectand open
manner, but this
might not be possible. You
may be obliged to keep certain
things to yourself. Domestic
considerations predominate
and arelative, perhaps a child,
will need your help.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
It's another of
those tough days,
but once midday
has been and gone,
you'll begin to getamuch
clearer picture of where you're
coming from, where you're
heading and whatyou'lldo
when you get there! The
clueslie in the little, apparently
trivial and meaningless events.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
The whole mood
of the day changes
around noon, and it
looks as if you may

begin to feel less sociable and

more inclined to tuck yourself
away. Everybody needs to
hibernate occasionally, and

I'd recommend a spot of

seclusion: make time for

yourself for a change.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There has tobe
abreakthroughin
matrimonial and
partnership

matters. You're not alone and

you will face up to the reality
of your relationships and the
obligations and ties they
create. Partners have needs
and desires.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Earlier in the day
is possibly easier
than later, the
reason being that

while you may be quite

relaxed at the beginning,

as the hours pass, you will

be reminded of certain

conditions essential to your

survival. For one thing you
need a partner's goodwill.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Deal with money
matters early on:
if you're bargain-
hunting, morning

is the best time for a foray to

the shops. Afternoon stars
suggest adventurous options,
overseas contacts and long-
distance trips. A close partner
will offer unexpected support.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Ahigh proportion
of youwill be doing
aspotof over-time
or extra work today.

All members of your sign are

in an ambitious mood and

will be pursuing community

activities or private hobbies.

Deal with partners this

morning and sort out cash

this afternoon.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Youwill become
increasingly
aware of your debt
to other people.

Quite aside from the fact that

promising social encounters

are on the cards, you must

seek co-operation for a future

venture, perhaps because
other people haven't quite
pulled their weight
in the past.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Guggan Singh S/o Fatte Singh R/oc near Main Bus Stand
Nangloi, Najafgarh Road, Village Ranhola, P.O. Nangloi,
Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in CT case No. 15319/2016 U/s 138 NI Act, P.S.
Kanjhawala, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Guggan Singh cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Guggan Singh has absconded (or is concealing himsell to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamalion is hereby made that the said accused Guggan
Singh of CT case No. 15318/2016 U/s 138 NI Act, P.5.
Kanjhawala, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint/case on or before 23.12.2024.

By Order
Sh. Apoorv Bhardwaj
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02

Room No. 113, 1st Floor
DP/14985/RD/2024{Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL
CHIEF ENGINEER, PUBLIC HEALTH

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C.)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused person Bilal S/o Abdul Rahim R/o A-6/16, Gali
No.1, Kabir Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 89/2017 U/S
379/356/411/34 IPC P.S. Welcome, Delhi and it has
been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that
the said accused Bilal cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Bilal has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that Bilal in FIR No. 89/2017 U/S 379/356/411/34
IPC P.5. Welcome, Delhi is required to appear before
this court to answer the said complaint on or before

15.01.2025. By order
Ms. Deepakshi Rana

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03

Room No. 19, First Floor, Shahdara District
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/15109/NE/2024

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Arjun Bhasin, Auth. Sign. of Mfs NJ Infra Tech Pvt. Ltd. at
J6/5, 3rd Floor, East Patel Nagar, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in Court Case No.
2809/17, Ufs 138 NI Act., P.5.: Rajinder Nagar, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Arjun Bhasin cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Arjun Bhasin
has absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the service of
the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made thatl the said Arjun Bhasin
accused of Court Case No. 2809/17, Uls 138 NI Act.,, P.5.:
Rajinder Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 15.01.2025.

By Order

Ms. Shreya Singh

Metropolitan Magistrate-05

Room No. 02, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DPH5000/CD/2024
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Vivek Chauhan, Sfo Sanjay Kumar, RfloH. No. A-201, MCD
Flat, Usmanpur, Zero Pusta, Delhi-53 has committed (oris
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
164/2018, U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC, P.S. Kalyan Puri, Delhi
and it has been returmned to a warrant of arrest thereaupon
issued that the said Vivek Chauhan cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
Vivek Chauhan has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Vivek Chauhan
accused of FIR No. 164/2018, U/s 356/379/411/34 IPC, P.S.
Kalyan Puri, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint on or before 18.12.2024.
By Order

Ms. Preeti Agarwal

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
East District, Room No. 29
Kardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/15070/ED/2024

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
RO E RO TR

OIPR- 34117/11/0039/2425

s CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR TENDER NOTICE No.: S/2024/79 Date: 14.11.2024
) E-Mail ID- acephebam @gmail.com The Principal Chief Material Managear, Morth Wastern Railway, headguartar 3rd floor,
Mear Jawahar cincle, Malviya Magar, Jaipur-302017 for and on behalf af the President
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement al India invites Open E-enders on www.ireps.govin website as follows, All the
Invitation For Bids (IFB) E-lenders will ba closed at 1425 hrs.
SL Name of Work Bid Estimated| Period Availability of Name & IEr.' saf .
No Identification| Cost (Rs. of Bid Document for |Address of Mo. Tandar No. Brief Dascription MY [Vt | Bue et
No. in Lakhs) | Completion| Online Bidding | Officer 1 |37241603 Face plate for buffer plunger G703 | Nos | D5-12-24
From To Inviting 2 | 30240537 Slairdess stead tar b 1046 | Mog | 09-12-24
|| | Bid 3 |E5245003 | Hydraulic crane 5 Ton to be mounted
! 2 3 4 | s 6 7 8 an Rakway Wagon 05 Hos | 00-12-24
I |External power supply 4 70241596 | Endless \V-Bell, Size C-122, suitable
with pumping far Driving of Altermators of Raibway
arrangements at intake Caoaches 17770 | Wos | 12-12-24
well. WTP and MBRs | dentification Additional. 5 |40245154 | Thin Walled E-baam Irradiated
including 5 years No. 11 11.00 17.30 Chief =t R Flexible Cable Sze-120 Sgmm 20000 | MTR| 16-12-24
operation and ACEPHCBA 33426 | (Eleven) | His. Hrs. | Engineer, 6 |37241963 | Poh Kit For Keo Type
maintenance in' M 12/2024-25 ) Calendar | of of P.H. Distributer Valve 2206 | Set | 23-12-24
connection with the work | py, Months | 18.11.2024{04.12.2024|  Circle, 7 |40241543 | Electronic Rectifier Cum Regulator
improvement of water| (8.11.2024 Berhampur Linit (ERREL) of 25 kKW Capacity,
supply to Rambha NAC Suilable for use-on 110y Do
under AMRUT 2.0 Air Conditioned Coaches G2 Mos | 26-12-24
(SWAP-II) B |40241405 | Sealed maintenance Free valve
reigulaied Lead Acid Batlany 24,
Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal http://tendersodisha.gov.in 1100AH capacity 56 Sef | 30-01-24
(OIPR-13004/11/0011/2425) Sd/ CORRIGENDUM
OIPR-13004/11/0011/2425)  ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER (PH) | ||5r| Tender | Mit | pescription Amendment |___Date__
1 Mo no. in mit Existing|Revised
Date Diate
4 OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF 1 |60245334| /2024/75| Design, manufactuning, | Modification [19.11.24 129 ,11.24
A dt. Supply, insiallation, in defivary
H - (CIVIL)a ODISHA 08-11-24 [testing, commizssioning | scheduls &
o and proving of EOT TOD
o, NIRMAN SOUDHA, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR SRl
E-mail ID:cebuildings_orissa@yahoo.co.in 2 |B0245334) 8/2024/758 | Design, manufacturing, | Modification [11-11-24 21,1124
cebuildings@rediffmail.com, Tel. -(0674)- 2391523 . Supply, installatian, in defivery
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) 08-11-24 |testing, commizsioning | scheduls &
and proving of EOT TOD
File No-B-I-Home-07/2024 Ll". Ng.— 43566 . Dt. 12 Nov., 2024 15lan
Invitation for Bids 3 |B0245335| =/2024,75 | Design, manufacturing | Modification [11.11,24 |25.11 24
Bid Identification No. C.E.-CUM-ADDL. SECY. (B) - 18/2024-25 dt. Supply, installation, | in conditsan
1. The Chief Engineer-cum-Addl. Secretary, Works Dept., Odisha, Bhubaneswar, on 30-00-24 {testing, commissioning | & leading
behalf of Governor of Odisha, invites percentage rate bids in double cover system of elecinc overhead paramaters &
! « . traveling crame of Maodification
in ONLINE MODE only, for the work “Construction of 40 Nos. of E-Type Staff canacits EOT 2575 |in Deliva
Quarters (2 Blocks of S+5) at Baripada” amounting to Rs. 12,10,00,000/- ml.?a i ' schie i Jlary
(Approximate) as detailed below. T
[ INature of work - [Building work =1 4 (65245022 s/2024/78| Design, manufacturing.| Modification  [13-11-24128-11-24
it. Supply, installation in delivery
3. No. of work __01 No. 08-11-24 tE:Sriﬂg arvd aehedise &
4. Bid Cost : [R10,000/- (each) | commissioning of TOD & TOD
5. Class of Contractor | :[°A°7 Special Class | E?i:::ﬂﬂ:fj
6. Availability ~ of  Bid|: |From dt. 18.11.2024 to 17.00 Hours of dt. ' capacity EOT 65/10T
| _Documents m- the wel')s1te 02.12.2024. _| Mote: (1) Inlerested tenderars may visit the website
7. Date of Openlng of Bid 0 |Dt. 03.12.2024 at 11:30 AM. | \\'WW.L[UHEQQ'F.!IJ foF "U" dataiksl descnotion Epumfl.mlm”_,'
' 8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be E_M_DI'?' tender cost etc, All tenderers are requested to obtain 2
seen from the website:https:/tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum/ digital signatures and get them registered on above site and g
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website only. quote electronically ooly, (2) For viewing and parficipating in
ather tenders such as open tender ¢osting below T 25 Lakh, MeRRes Ay
Sd/- limited tenders, apecial limited tenders and low value tenders, 5] Saiaey
Chief Engineer-cum-Addl. Secretary, plaass visil wwwlireps.gov.in,
Works Dept., Odisha

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) CrPC

Whereas comgplaint has been made before me thal accused
Mamely: Shanu, Slo. Saheed, Rio: H.No. N-32, Khajoor Wali
Masjid Ke Pass, Janta Colony, Welcome, Delhi has commitied {or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in a case vide FIR
No.33/2018 U/s 480/380/511 IPC registered at P.S. Welcome, Distt.
North-East, Delhi and it has been returmed on a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued stating that the said Shanu could not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that accused Shanu
is absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Shanu is required to appear before the court to answer the said

complaint on or before 04.01.2025.
By Order
DEEPAKSHI RANA
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03,
Shahdara District, Court No.19,
DP/15098/NE/2024 First Floor, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Amrinder Gupta, S/o Mahaveer Gupta, R/o E-1/3, Budh Vihar
Phase-l, Delhi, also at C-268, Sector 1, Delhi, also at ¥-6 Budh
Vihar Phase-l, Delhi, also at Unit no. 415 RRM, sec-3, Rohini,
Delhi has Committed {or is suspected to have committed) the
offance in case FIR No. 592/2016, U/S 306 IPC, P.5. Aman Vihar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Amrinder Gupta cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Amrinder Gupta has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant)

Proclamation s hereby made that the said accused Amrinder
Gupta of FIR No. 592/2016, U/S 306 IPC, P.S. Aman Vihar, Delhi
is required to appear before this Court to answer the said case on or
before 20.12.2024, By Order

Sh. Navdeep Gupta

Judicial Magistrate First Class
North West, Court No. 109, 1st Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/14T38/RD/2024(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Arun S/o Nirmal Rio W-254, Chander Shekhar G.No.
06, Babarpur, Delhi has committed (or is suspecled lo have
committed ) the offence in case FIR No. 299/2017, U/s 33 D EX Act. ,
PS Welcome, North East, Delhi and it has been returned to-a
Warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s)
Arun can not be found and whereas it has been shown o my
satisfachion that the said accused person(s) Arun has absconded
(or is concealing: himself to avoid the service of the said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused person(s) Arunof
case FIR No. 299/2017, U/s 33 D EX Act. , PS Welcome, North
East, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before dated 20.01.2025at 10:00AM.. By Order
Ms. Deepakshi Rana

Metropolitan Magistrate-03

Shahdara, Court No. 19
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/15103/NE/2024

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Chand Babu S/0 Shahid, Rio H.No. C-460,
Gali No.08, Kabir Nagar, Welcome, Delhi has committed (or
i5 suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
9178/2021 U/s 379/411 IPC at P5: Welcome, Delhi and ithas
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Chand Babu can not be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Chand Babu has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Chand Babu of FIR No. 9178/2021 U/s
379/411 IPC of PS: Welcome, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before

22.01.2025. By order
Deepakshi Rana

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03

Room No.19, First Floor, Shahdara District
DPM5106/MNE2024 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
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New-age big-hit machines

Sanju Samson (109 off 56 balls) and Tilak Varma (120 off 47) power India to 283/1; visitors take series 3-1 with 135-run victory

BGT UPDATE

Injury scare for Rahul

Inwarm-up game

The India batter KL Rahul suffered an
injury scare during a match simula-
tion session at the WACA in Perth on
Friday morning. The 32-year-old
Rahul opened the batting with
Yashasvi Jaiswal as India made their
potential plans to replace captain
Rohit Sharma who s likely to miss the
first Border-Gavaskar Trophy Test
against Australia at the Perth Stadium
starting in a week. According to re-
porters at the venue, Rahul was hit on
his right below off a bumpy short de-
livery from seamer Prasidh Krishna.
Though he tried to resume his batting
after some help from the physio,
Rahul decided to walk off the field.

Kohliundergoes scan
in Australia: Report

With just over a week left for the
high-profile Border Gavaskar Trophy
series, India star Virat Kohli has re-
portedly undergone scans for a mys-
terious injury. Kohli, who had a night-
marish series against New Zealand,
turned up for India’s internal practice
on Friday. As per The Sydney Morning
Herald, the nature of the niggle is un-
certain but a source confirmed to the
Australian media outlet that Kohli did
undergo scans.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

BRIEFS

Haryanatoface
Odishainfinal

Chennai: Haryana will face Odishain
the summit clash of the 14th Hockey
India Senior Men's National
Championship after they beat their
respective opponents in the semifi-
nals here on Friday. While Odisha de-
feated Manipur 4-2 in the first semi-
final, Haryana edged out Uttar
Pradesh 3-2 in the second
last-four match on day 12 of the

competition. PTI
Zverev beats Alcaraz
toenter semis

Turin: Twice ATP Finals champion
Alexander Zverev outclassed four-
times major winner Carlos Alcaraz 7-
6(5) 6-4 to progress to the semi-finals
of the season-ending championship on
Friday and leave the Spaniard on the
brink of elimination. German Zverev
came into the contest as the group
leader with two wins from two
matches — against eighth-seeded
Russian Andrey Rublev and Norwegian
sixth seed Casper Ruud - but needed to
win at least one set against Alcaraz to
book his place in the semis. REUTERS

AIFF want domestic

players to play more

New Delhi: The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) and its affiliated
units on Friday mulled on the possi-
ble restructuring of the Santosh
Trophy and state leagues in order to
give more match time to domestic
players. Top officials of the AIFF and
32 Member Associations (MAs) from
across the country deliberated upon
the diverse challenges in each state
in a three-day conclave that con-
cluded at the Football House here on
Friday. AIFF President Kalyan
Chaubey chaired the meetings on all
three days. PTI

PERFECT 10

SANDIPG
NOVEMBER 15

IN THE twilight of Bullring, two Indian
batsmen of contrasting styles but a singu-
lar devotion to stack as many sixes and
fours as possible completed their hun-
dreds. First came Sanju Samson’s mile-
stone, when he bunted a ball through the
off-side and celebrated the moment with a
flex of his right bicep. Three balls later, Tilak
Varma rang his century with a scurried
double. His celebrations were more articu-
late — he sprinted halfway down the
ground, struck something of a statue of lib-
erty pose, let out a guttural roar and blew
kisses to the dressing room.

Their centuries comprised the spine of
India’s hefty total of 283/1, which the hosts
fell short by 135 runs. India thus sewed the
series 3-1, further illuminating their aura
as the T20 World Champions.

It was only the third time two batsmen
had struck hundreds in the same game, but
that was the least meaningful or spectac-
ular of their statistical embellishments.
Their unconquered alliance of 210 was the
highest stand for their country. Together
with Abhishek Sharma, who reeled out 36
off 18 balls and would have felt regretful in
the dressing room for squandering his start,
they smote 23 sixes and 17 fours. The rate
dropped a trifle when both nudged to their
hundreds and when the onset of dusk
aided seam movement for the seamers.
Still, a six every fifth ball is a brain-twist-
ing feat. The ball simply flew, and for a
while as if it may never land. From six-shy,
India’s new wave of batsmen has become
SIX-Savvy.

Their onslaught, at times, was so absurd
that it seemed they were just two graphic
robots in a fantasy game. It did not matter
how or where they bowled. The batsmen
had the knowhow, touch, power and mind-
set to split the gaps or clear the ropes. They
made hitting look so farcical that they did
more harm than good to the game as they
demystified the art of hitting a six. The pair
hit sixes with the ease of tapping a single,
or stealing two. Perhaps, this was a sign of
the game’s next evolutionary leap.

The methods were different. Sanju, his
strokes sounding like the riff of a violin,
however violently he was hitting it, was

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

ASIAD MEDALLIST PRAJNESH RETIRES

New Delhi: Asian Games bronze medal winner Prajnesh Gunneswaran on
Friday announced his retirement from tennis. "Hanging up my racquet.

Thank you," Gunneswaran, who rose to world No.75 in the ATP rankings
in 2019, wrote on his Instagram account.

Sanju Samson (left) and Tilak Varma combined for a 210-run partnership to

take India to the mammoth 283 total on Friday.

AP/PTI

sumptuous in front of the square, a bulk of
his fours and sixes coming in the conven-
tional arc between extra cover and mid-
wicket (just 14 off his 109 runs arrived be-
hind square). He preserved the finest of

them till the fourth ball of the last over.
Marco Jansen bowled one back of length
tailing into him from around the stumps.
Sanju manufactured room by backing away
a fraction and slapping him up and over

NUMBER PLATE

India posted their
second highest total
in T20Is during the

fourth and final game against
South Africa in Johannesburg on
Friday. It was also the highest-ever
total on South African soil.

India’'s 23 sixes are the
most by a Full Member
side in aT20I game.

] Sanju Samson is the first batter

torecord three T20I hundreds
in a calendar year.

Sanju Samson and
Tilak Varma have
recorded the first 200-

plus partnership for India in T20Is.

past extra cover. His quick and supple
hands stood out, as it had throughout the
innings that was a fusion of silk and power.

As has been his nature in the opener
avatar, he pursued boundary shots right
from the start, even if his last two innings
had yielded zero runs. That’s the brief to all
India’s batsmen, bust or blast. It didn't mat-
ter that his initial strokes were edgy. When
Gerald Coetzee slightly erred on the shorter
side, he uncorked a pick-up pull shot rem-
iniscent of Sachin Tendulkar in his pomp.
He didn’t so much shift onto his back-foot
as he stood stationary and let his hands
swat the ball to the fence.

Little then South Africa knew that this
was the first block into the making of a gar-
gantuan innings, an evening left chasing
the round white sphere of leather that un-
cannily avoided even their shadows.
Sharma and Sanju consumed only 25 balls
for their 50. By the time South Africa
ejected Sharma, India had already breezed
to 73 in their power-play.

Breeze to hurricane

The breeze soon transformed into a
hurricane when Varma hit the boundary-
fleecing straps. Willowy and languid, he
generates immense power from his crisp

PTI

bat-swing. Two hits over deep midwicket
off Keshav Maharaj strummed his machine
to action after a careful start. He combines
old-world technical robustness and new-
age stroke-play. The masterful left-arm
spinner was then thumped over mid-
wicket. The moment he realised that the
ball was within his reach, he would smack
the spinners on one knee.

The only factor that aided him, as well as
Sanju, was the injury to Coetzee that forced
South Africa to fill in with part-timers.
Markram brought himself on — his two overs
bled 30 including a 22-run over wherein
Varma reverse-slapped him twice for a four
and six. Tristan Stubbs' experiment cost 21
runs in a single over. Medium pacers Lutho
Sipamla and Andile Simelane couldn’t stem
the deluge of runs with their cutter and
slower-ball assortments. The team’s hundred
was soon wrapped up in 51 balls.

If South Africa thought India’s batsmen
would relent in the conventional middle
overs, they discovered to their horror that
Varma and Sanju turned remorseless, al-
most sadistic. Varma completed his 50 in
22 balls. His next 50 consumed only 21
balls, as he reduced the hosts’ bowlers to
props and fielders to onlookers. Under
enormous pressure, South Africa creaked.
Fielders misfielded, dropped sitters or
failed to judge the trajectory of the catches.
Even the return of a half-fit Coetzee could
not reverse the tide. Varma cuffed his
slower ball over long-on. His shots sounded
like an axe slicing through a tree, so sharp
and definite.

He shuffled around the crease, dishev-
elling the bowlers’ lengths and threaded
the ball through the unusual spaces of the
field. In a pleasant antithesis, Sanju was al-
ways still after the initial trigger move-
ment. Sometimes he just moved back and
waited for the ball. Sometimes, he went
back across. Whatever he did, the hips
squared off and the forearms came through
in a simple, pure swing. Nothing was
wasted or excessive.

Soon, in the twilight of Bullring, they

completed their hundreds, fully capturing
India’s transformation from six-shy to six-
savvy group.
BRIEF SCORES: India 283/1 in 20 overs
(Tilak 1207, 9x4, 10x6; Samson 109*, 6x4,
9x6) beat South Africa 148 all out (Stubbs
43; Arshdeep 3/20) by 135 runs.

Captain Badoni tees off with a ﬁghtmg century for Delhi

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

AYUSH BADONI started his captaincy stint in
style, scoring a counter-attacking 116 not out
onDay 3 against Jharkhand. Badoni shouldered
Delhi's fight in their first innings, as his un-
beaten century took his side to 238 for 5 in re-
sponse to Jharkhand's 382.

At stumps, Badoni was accompanied by
Sumit Mathur (19 not out), and the duo were
involved in an 80-run stand for the sixth
wicket, but the home team still trailed by 144
runs.

Badoni's job s far from over, and it was re-
flected in his celebration. There was no hop,
skip, and jump, no animated celebration, the
Delhi captain didn't even raise his bat, he just
gave a thumbs up to Delhi teammates, who
were clapping from the dugout.

Badoni walked in at number four with
Delhi losing their in-form batters Sanat
Sangwan (5)and Yash Dhull (18) cheaply,and
Anuj Rawat (52) struggling to find the gaps.
Badoni's knock was studded with 11 crisp
fours, including the punch through the covers
that helped him get to his century,and four big
sixes, all of them against the spinners.

It was only Badoni's third first-class cen-

tury, but he showed his quality and why he has
beenrated so highly by the current Team India
head coach Gautam Gambhir.

In2018-19, the then-Delhi captain and cur-
rent Team India head coach Gautam Gambhir
was playing his final domestic season. During
a match at the Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium, for-
mer India and Delhi pacer Amit Bhandari
knocked on the dressing room door, asking
Gambhir to watch ayoung Ayush Badoni play.
Gambhir nodded but kept his thoughts to him-
self.

After retiring a few months later, Gambhir
called Bhandari to ask about Ayush. Bhandari
reached out to coach Tarak Sinha, who told him
Ayush was playing at Siri Fort. Gambhir drove
to the ground to watch, and was deeply im-
pressed by the young batter, wondering how
Ayush had not yet played for Delhi.

Once Gambhir became the mentor of
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG)ahead of IPL2022,
Ayush Badoni was told by him that 'He will get
a long rope this year in the IPL and won't be
dropped just after afew games. The assurance
from Gambbhir helped Badoni to settle down.
After spending three years with the franchise,
heis now beingretained ahead of the IPLmega
auction.

"Gautam bhaiya has backed me a lot. He
has told me to just play my natural game. He

Ayush Badoni’s counterattacking 116
took Delhi to 238 for 5.

has always maintained that I must never curb
my aggressive instinct," Badoni told this news-
paper during the IPL, earlier this year.

BRIEF SCORES: Jharkhand 382 all out
(Kushagra 156, Sharandeep 66, Simarjeet 3/52)
lead Delhi 238/5 (Ayush Badoni 116 batting,
Anuj Rawat 52) by 144 runs.

ROUND UP

Shardul shines

All-rounder Shardul Thakur, 33, has not
given up on making a comeback into the
Indian cricket team. His seven-wicket haul
(4/46 & 3/39) against Services has put
Mumbai in command at the Air Force
Complex ground in Palam, New Delhi.
Mumbai needs 111 runs to win the match
on the final day. "My only focus at the mo-
ment is to further improve my fitness,
work harder on my bowling, and always
give 100% when I step onto the ground,”
Thakur said. This was Shardul's best per-
formance this season since he recovered
from foot surgery, for which he underwent
surgery in London this June. ENS
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 288 and 24/1
(Raghuvanshi 13) lead Services 182 all
out (Pulkit 35; Avasthi4/48)by 111 runs.

J&K beat Tripura

Vivrant Sharma and Abid Mushtaq made
contrasting fifties in Jammu and

Kashmir's four-wicket win over Tripura
on the third day of their Ranji Trophy Elite
Group A match here on Friday. PTI
BRIEF SCORES: Tripura 165 and 211 all
out in 67 overs (Jiwanjot 45, Srinivas 6;
Mushtaq 3/41)lost to Jammu & Kashmir
175and 204/6 in 56 overs (Vivrant 60 not
out, Abid 53 not out; Sultan 2/39) by 3
wickets.

Shami shines with bat

After his exploits with the ball, senior
India pacer Mohammed Shami show-
cased his batting prowess, blasting a
quickfire 37 off 26 balls to help Bengal set
Madhya Pradesh a difficult target of 338.
Shami, who came in to bat when Bengal
were 219 for 8, smashed two fours and
two sixes to further swell the total.

BRIEF SCORES: Bengal 228 and 276 all
out in 88.3 overs (Writtick 52; Anubhav
4/76)lead Madhya Pradesh 167 & 150 for
31in41 overs (Patidar 32; Shami 1/55) by
188 runs. PTI

Haryana seamer Kamboj in elite club, picks 10 wickets in an innings

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 15

GROWING UP in Karnal, Anshul Kamboj
started playing cricket because his father
Udham Singh wanted him to lose weight.
The seamer's story is similar to a fellow
Haryana athlete and double Olympic
medallist Neeraj Chopra, who too was over-
weight as a kid.

On Friday, the Haryana medium pacer
became only the third cricketer after
Bengal's Premangsu Chatterjee (1956-57)
and Rajasthan's Pradeep Sundaram (1985-
86) to take all ten wickets in an innings in
the Ranji Trophy. Playing against Kerala, his
bowling figures read 30.1-9-49-10 as the
visitors were bowled out for 291 in their
first essay. Haryana were 139/7 in response.

Life had felt weighty a dozen years ago
though for the day's hero. "As a 10-year-old,
he was overweight,” Kamboj's childhood
coach Satish Rana tells The Indian Express. A
10-year-old Anshul was taken to the near-
est cricket academy by his father, who in-
structed coach Rana to make him bowl so
that he would shed a few kilos.

"The funny thing was Udham ji wanted

him to become a bowler. He wanted him to
bowl more so that he would run more and
it would help him get into shape. He was
right, after all, today the boy has created his-
tory,” Rana recalls.

The 23-year-old is the sixth Indian to
achieve this milestone in first-class cricket,
a list that includes Subhash Gupte against
a touring first class side from Pakistan, Anil
Kumble in the Pakistan Test and Debasis
Mohanty in Duleep Trophy.

On Thursday evening at the Chaudhary
Bansi Lal Cricket Stadium in Lahli, Rohtak,
Kamboj walked out with eight wickets and
the thought of taking all the ten wickets. "I
was happy with my bowling yesterday.
When I was going to sleep, the thought of
taking a 10-fer, crossed my mind. I told my-
self, if  would take the first wicket in the
morning [ will request our captain to let me
bowl and finish the job,” Kamboj tells this
newspaper after his historic feat.

For the past four years, Kamboj has
trained under Tejinder Mann at the Shri
Ram Narain Cricket Club, Rohtak and the
coach says that his strength is hitting good
length throughout the day. "He is not rapid.
But he has the knack of hitting the good
length throughout the day. He bowled 30
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overs in Kerala's innings, that lasted 116.1
overs. He not only picked all the ten wickets
but also was the most economical bowler,"
says Mann.

Anshul's obsession with hitting the good
length consistently started when coach
Satish Rana showed him videos of
Australian legend Glenn McGrath.

"Watching McGrath's videos became his
hobby. He memorised McGrath's stats in a
few days time and started calling himself
the next McGrath as well," laughs Rana.

Anshul, who was also impressive in the
recently concluded U-23 Emerging Asia Cup,
admits his love for the Australian legend.

"He is the best. The ability to hit the
good length consistently over the years is
incredible. I have modelled my bowling
on him but yes, | watched thousands of
videos, where batters are dancing to his
tunes," he says. "As I played more cricket,
Irealised my strength is also to hit the good
length. My height is six feet two inches and
because of that, I generate the extra
bounce as well. When I get the ball in my
hand, my main objective remains to hit the
top of the off stump at least five times in
an over," he adds.

Kamboj burst onto the scene when he
took 17 wickets in ten games and helped
Haryana lift the Vijay Hazare Trophy Trophy
in 2023. On the back of that performance,
he bagged an IPL contract with Mumbai
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Indians and played three games.

"At the MI camp, I got the chance to
spend time with Jasprit Bumrah. I feel
those interactions improved me as a
bowler. The one thing that struck me is
when he said 'A bowler must have more
than one plan to get a batter out. He always
used to say always come for a match with
good preparation. A captain can set the
field butit is you, who will have to execute
your plans. Those are valuable learnings for
me," he recalls.

Earlier this year, Kamboj picked up 8 for
69 while playing for India C against India B
in the Duleep Trophy match, which was the
best first-class figures until this match.
Sachin Rana says Kamboj is a very rare
bowler, who doesn't struggle while shuf-
fling the formats. "He played Duleep Trophy,
then one Ranji Trophy, and went to Oman
for the Emerging Asia Cup, which was aT20
tournament and now he is back playing the
red-ball. He doesn't care about the format.
You give him the ball, he will get you the
wickets," says Rana.

"He has so much confidence in his skill
sets. It is not something new. Right from the
U-14 days, he has never shied away from
bowling longer spells. If a captain will keep

throwing the ball at him, without asking the
question he will continue to bowl," adds
Rana.

Kamboj dedicates his 10-fer to his father,
who has been battling "seizures" in the last
decade.

"Iam very close to him. He was the one
who wanted me to become a cricketer but
he has never seen me playing. He has been
getting these seizure attacks for many years
now. He does ask me a lot of questions
about my cricket when I go home. After this
match, when I will go home, I want to hand
this ball to him," he says.

The youngster is not perturbed about

the hype that this 10-fer will bring into his
life. He says, "I bowled well and got my re-
ward. I don't think it will bring any changes.
I just want to improve my skill sets, noth-
ing else. We have got a long season ahead.
After this match, we will be playing Syed
Mushtaq Ali and Vijay Hazare and then the
last leg of the Ranji Trophy, followed by the
IPL. There is no time to rest and celebrate
this milestone."
BRIEF SCORES: Kerala 291 all out in 116.1
overs (Chandran 59, Baby 52; Kamboj
10/49) lead Haryana 139 for 7 in 61 overs
(Ankit 27; Nidheesh 3/37) by 152 runs.
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Israeli anthem
booed, scuffles
seen in fixture
against France

REUTERS
PARIS,NOVEMBER 15

SOME FRENCH fans booed the Israeli na-
tional anthem and there were minor scuffles
inside a sparsely-attended Stade de France
on Thursday for a Nations League game over-
shadowed by frictions around the Gaza war.

Seeking to prevent a repeat of violence in
Amsterdam last week around a Europa League
game involving Maccabi Tel Aviv, 4,000 French
security personnel were deployed in and
around the stadium and on public transport.

Some 100 Israel fans defied a warning
from their government against travelling for
sports events, sitting in a corner of the
80,000-capacity stadium which was barely
a fifth full.

With many staying away due to security
fears, the 16,611 attendance was the lowest
for Les Bleus at the Stade de France since it
opened in 1998. The match ended 0-0.

Some boos and whistles were heard dur-
ing the playing of the Israeli national anthem,
which was then turned up on loudspeakers.
Israeli fans waved yellow balloons and
chanted "Free the Hostages" in reference to
compatriots held by Hamas militants.

As the match got underway, there was a
melee near the Israel fans' section for sev-
eral minutes, with people seen running and
punches thrown. Stewards quickly formed
a barrier. It was unclear what had triggered
the trouble.

Leading up to the game, several hundred
anti-Israeli demonstrators had gathered ata
square in Paris' Saint-Denis district, perime-
ter, waving Palestinian flags, as well as a few
Lebanese and Algerian ones, to protest
against the match.

"We don't play with genocide,"” one ban-
ner read, in reference to the Gaza war.

At the end of the match, two Palestinian
flags were displayed at the south end of the
stadium.

Israel denies allegations of genocide inits
more than year-long offensive against Hamas.

Going into the ground, some Israel fans
wore both Israeli and French colours. Two
wore a t-shirt with Israeli club side Maccabi
Tel Aviv's logo on the front and the words "Ni
Oubli Ni Pardon" (Never Forgive Never Forget)
on the back.

AMITKAMATH
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 15

IN LESS than 10 days from now, 18-year-old
Gukesh Dommaraju will begin his audacious
bid to become the youngest world champion
in history. To do so, he will have to prevail over
the current world champion Ding Liren, in a
battle where everyone — including Ding —
seems to have already installed the Indian
teenager as a favourite.

But with the world chess championship,
there is seldom anything that’s obvious, as
five-time world champion Viswanathan
Anand can testify.

In a freewheeling chat with The Indian
Express, Anand spoke about what makes
Gukesh stand out, his own role in shaping
Gukesh’s career and the need to block out out-
side noise about pre-event favorites and form.

Excerpts:

With Gukesh, one of the things that the
world has noticed is that he seems to be
the most mature 18-year-old around. He's
very serious, very focused.

He has shown at several clutch momentsa
certainamount of calm. That certainly suggests
that heis very, very mature for his age. Having
said that, everybody gets tested multiple times.
And this will happen to him as well. There will
be moments which are difficult. There'll be set-
backs. That's quite normal. But during the
Candidates, during the Olympiad, there are
places where he showed that he's fully there,
he's really focused and he can really raise his
game. And at the Candidates, it was important
tobe as cool as he did and take some of the de-
cisions he did. So that, again, it's a promising
sign, right?  mean, there are many things you
do that other people have done before, but be-
cominga challenger at the age of 18 really sets
you apart because it's just not been done.

As someone who has mentored him
through the Westbridge Anand Chess
Academy(WACA)and hashad arolein
shaping up his career, what are the factors
that went into him becoming a world
championship challenger at 18?

At WACA, we set up a plan for Gukesh to
become a stronger player. That the Candidates
win happened this year is a phenomenal
bonus. He peaked at the right moment. It was
brilliant. He showed the maturity to take the

INTERVIEW: VISWANATHAN ANAND

Five-time World Champion Viswanathan Anand raves about championship

contender D Gukesh, but warns not to underesitmate Ding Liren.

Partha Paul

prize after all. But he himself, his parents, his
other coaches, they've all brought him up with
the right values. He has this ability to block out
unhelpful stuff. He's generally very well be-
haved. There are healthy values instilled in
him. Westbridge is supporting him asa spon-
sor for this world championship cycle. So ob-
viously, they help him with whatever kind of
coaching he needs to do, whatever resources
he needs. Really, full support. Essentially two
years ago, when he just started to break into
the top, I felt that what he needed now was a

Tata Chess: Carlsen betters India’s
rising stars to take home rapid title

AMIT KAMATH
NOVEMBER 15

“I LIKE to play chess. It's my favourite hobby
in the world,” grinned Magnus Carlsen min-
utes after he had claimed the rapid title at
the Tata Steel Chess India Rapid & Blitz
Tournament on Friday, winning the crown
over a field of nine other top players includ-
ing five Indians.

Praggnanandhaa ended up two full
points behind Carlsen but was second in the
rapid portion of the event. Pragg was the
best placed Indian in the standings, with
Nihal Sarin (sixth place with four points),
Arjun Erigaisi (eighth with 3.5 points), Vidit
Gujrathi (ninth with three points) and SL
Narayanan (10th with three points) follow-
ing him at the Dhono Dhanyo Auditorium
in Kolkata. The blitz section of the event will
start on Saturday.

“It’s very satisfying when I can still be
quite good at chess, especially while facing
the younger generations. For me, that's mo-
tivation initself. I go to each event like  have
never won anything before,” Carlsen added
at the press conference on Friday after his
victory.

With the world chess championship on
the horizon and the prospect of 18-year-old
Gukesh becoming the youngest ever world
chess champion in history looking realistic,
Carlsen was asked if he would be motivated
to play in the championship in the next cy-
cle, particularly if the man with the crown
on his head is a teenager.

“A long-form classical match really
doesn’t interest me against anybody.
Whoever wins the title it will be tremen-
dous, But I will not be seeking to challenge
for that,” Carlsen said before reiterating that
on current form he thought Gukesh was the
favourite against the current world cham-
pion Ding Liren.

Carlsen had a slow start to the Tata Steel
Rapid and Blitz tournament, being held to
two draws in the first two rounds by
Praggnanandhaa and Nihal. But Thursday
saw him win all three games, including
against Arjun Erigaisi. On his way to the ti-
tle, Carlsen was undefeated and was held
to draws by Praggnanandhaa, Nihal and
Nodirbek Abdusattorov.

Carlsen picked his victory over Arjun, who
is currently ranked No.2 in the world in the
live ratings, as his favorite at the Kolkata event.

“I think the game against Arjun was cer-
tainly my favourite of the ones here. He's an
extremely dangerous player when he has
the initiative, when he gets to attack, and I
sort of willingly got into a position where
he had the initiative. So I'm very happy that
even though my play was obviously far
from perfect, that  managed to handle the
resulting complicated position better than
he did and to get the win there. Apart from

Magnus Carlsen was so dominant in the tournament that his rapid title was
secured in the penultimate round itself of the Tata Steel Chess event. Partha Paul

Mumbai: Magnus Carlsen was unequiv-
ocal when asked who he thought was
the favourite going into the upcoming
world chess championship in Singapore
between current world champion Ding
Liren and the 18-year-old challenger
from India, D Gukesh.

“Based on the current form, Gukesh is
a significant favourite. But based on
peak chess ability, I think it's quite even.
Soif Ding can regain that form, he has a
good chance. Also, Gukesh was quite
vulnerable in the last tournament that
he played. But all that aside, if [ was to
make a prediction at this point, I'd go
with the guy who's played by far the
best chess of these two players over the
last couple of years, which is Gukesh,”

‘Based on form Gukesh is favourite’

Carlsen said at a press conference on
Friday after winning the rapid portion
of the Tata Steel Chess India tourna-
ment.

He did, however, throw in a word of
caution for the Indian youngster.
“Each world championship has its own
rhythm. It's something he hasn't expe-
rienced before, so I think he might take
some time getting into it. Ding proba-
bly justifiably feels that he's the under-
dog, so maybe he doesn't have that
much to lose. Overall, it's not a foregone
conclusion. I think that some people
think that this match is almost a formal-
ity at this point, but I think there is more
than a 50% chance that this match is
quite even,” Carlsen said. ENS

that, I think my other wins were because ei-
ther my opponent didn't play in the best
way or they were mainly sort of technical,”
said Carlsen.

Carlsen was so dominant in the tourna-
ment that his title was secured in the penul-
timate round itself with him defeating his
one-time second Daniil Dubov, who had
helped him defeat lan Nepomniachtchi at
the World Chess Championship in 2021.

“The first and the last games were most
difficult for me here. I played well yester-
day. But my level dropped a bit today. In the
last game, Nodirbek outplayed me quite

badly and I should have lost that one for
sure. So I am not thrilled about that,” he ad-
mitted on Friday.

Elsewhere, the young Vantika Agrawal
ended up acommendable third place in the
women’s section with five points behind
Aleksandra Goryachkina (7.5 points) and
Nana Dzagnidze (5.5 points).

Vantika was ahead of more vaunted
compatriots like Harika Dronavalli (fifth
place with 4.5 points), Divya Deshmukh
(7th place with 3.5 points), Vaishali
Rameshbabu (8th with 3.5 points) and
Koneru Humpy (10th with three points).

top openings trainer, somebody who could
help him with that and I connected him with
Grzegorz Gajewski. That partnership has
worked out brilliantly.

They not only kind of need each other,
they're complimentary in a nice way. Gajewski
continues to be his trainer to this date. And I
thinkwith me, Gukesh and I have had conver-
sations(about the match), we talkabout some
experiences during a match, things like that.

What were the things that you told him

During the Candidates,
during the Olympiad, there
are places where he showed
that he's fully there, he's
really focused and he can
really raise his game. There
are many things you do that
other people have done
before, but becoming a
challenger at the age of 18
really sets you apart because
it's just not been done.”

ON GUKESH’S RISE

There's no doubt that a year of
bad form before animportant
match does matter. It does
show something. Youdon't
know if this form will continue or
thisis the moment that Dingis
going to break out of it If this
constant focus on his previous
form lowers your guard even
slightly, he's strong enough to
punishyou.”

ONDING’S RECENT POOR RUN

from your own experience of playing in
the world championships?

Simply about the unexpected moments.
When things don't go according to plan, the
turmoil in your head, these are the kinds of
things thatI spoke about. It's more of a natural
conversation where you describe that,onsome
days, nothing happens at all. You go there, it's
anormal day, you come back, it'sanormal day,
it may not even have been a match day, buton
another day, there are some experiences that
are unique.

‘Ding in bad form is also a very strong player’

How much should we read into the form
that Ding has had going into this World
Championship? Will that be a factor?

Look, a lot of very important and strong
players have read something into it. | mean,
Hikaru Nakamura, for instance, referred to it.
There's no doubt that a year of bad form be-
fore an important match does matter. It does
show something. You don't know if this form
will continue or this is the moment that Ding
is going to break out of it. And you know that
Dingis a strong player anyway. Even Dingisin
bad form. If this constant focus on his previ-
ous form lowers your guard even slightly, he's
strong enough to punish you. So my pointis, a
player should not be thinking about these
things. He should go there and play the best
move. Tobe honest, Gukesh didn'teven askme
this question. He himself has come to the right
conclusion. ‘I will go there, make the best
moves and I'll see what happens'.

When you played in your first world
championship, did you ever experience
those sorts of feelings, like nervousness
and the feeling that suddenly you had
prepared for something else, but this
battle was something else altogether?

Almost every day, you'll have moments of
doubt. You'll have moments when you think
things are going to go great. Your opponent will
morph into all sorts of things that he's not.
You'll have an opponent and you'll think, well,
what if today my opponent was able to show
this side or do that or thing. So you're con-
stantly dueling with your thoughts. Yes, you
will panic, you will think there's something
about the stakes that makes you want to get it
over with. And that itself is dangerous.

Wias this a sense that you only had during
your first world championship or evenin
later ones as well?

The doubt comes in every match. I mean,
there are moments in every match where |
thought this is the end and then I thought this
is going great and things like that. But with each
subsequent match, yourealize these thoughts
are normal and you know that they come, they
go. And you focus more on the job. So think
like anything that you experience once or
twice, youdoitinamatter of routine, but same
problem. Whenyoudo it for the third or fourth
time, the problem is not routine, but motiva-
tion. How do you get excited about it? So you
have to be able to do both.
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